
TREE BOARD 
 Milwaukie Tree Board | 6101 SE Johnson Creek Blvd, Milwaukie, OR  97206 

Members 

Kathleen Brennan-Hunter, Ley Garnett, Rebecca Ives, Gina Dake, Jon Brown, Christina 
Harris, Madison Tucker  

Staff Liaison: Peter Passarelli 

AGENDA: October 21, 2020| 5:45 – 7:15 p.m. | Online Zoom Meeting 

5:45 – 6:00 Welcome/ Introduction of New Members/ Review 
minutes from the September 19, 2020, and 
September 29, 2020 Meetings 

All 

6:00– 6:15 Public Tree Code Follow-up from October 20th 
Council Meeting 

Peter 

6:15 – 6:45 Private Tree Code/ Comprehensive Plan 
Implementation Discussion 

Peter 

6:45 -7:00 Arbor Day Peter 

7:00 – 7:15 Items from Tree Board Members All 

7:15 Adjourn All 



DRAFT

TREE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
6101 SE Johnson Creek Blvd. Milwaukie, OR 97206 

September 16, 2020 
Zoom Video Conference Meeting 

Members Present: 
Kathleen Brennan-Hunter 
Ley Garnett 
Rebecca Ives 
Gina Dake 
Jon Brown 

Members Absent: 
Britt McConn 

Staff Present: 
Peter Passarelli, Public Works Director 
Natalie Rogers, Climate Action and Sustainability Coordinator
Julian Lawrence, Urban Forester

Guests: 
None 

MEETING NOTES 

Minutes from the August 19, 2020, meeting were approved as amended. 

Peter told the Board that Friends of Trees considered special COVID-19 precautions, but in the 
end prefer to have the Arbor Day in the Spring. Milwaukie will still have an Arbor Day planting 
and tree give away, including special Voodoo donuts for the occasion, but it will be a scaled 
down event on October 24, 2020. There will be an October 6 meeting with Council to discuss the 
Tree Board’s future agenda. 

Julian provided an update on Elk Rock Island. He said it was wind-blown from its east side. 
Previous prescribed fire helped hold it down. There was still some smoldering a week 
afterwards. Two large trees are probably lost and some erosion from fire hosing will have to be 
mitigated. The park will be closed indefinitely. Julian said the fire was likely human caused. 

Peter said there will be an October 20 meeting with Council to fine tune public Tree Code 
language. He said it is likely the fee permit schedule will be adjusted. He added that the Pilot’s 
November issue will have public outreach on the developing Code. 
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Peter said that solutions are still being sought for the five (5) downtown trees at Main and 
Monroe where maple trees are bucking the sidewalk. 

The final update for the Board was on the private tree Code. Peter said that the city has a 
committee working on language, focusing on housing, trees and natural resources. A consultant 
has been hired. Peter said October through December would be a good time for the Board input. 
Housing advocates, developers, natural resource advocates will be interviewed. The Board 
needs to have a draft ready for Council by next June. Peter said the key issues are parking, 
affordable housing and natural resource protection. He said the Tree Board may need to 
schedule a special meeting between now and the end of the year. 

Next meeting: September 29, 2020 (special meeting)  

Adjourned at 7:15 pm.  
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TREE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
6101 SE Johnson Creek Blvd. Milwaukie, OR 97206 

September 29, 2020 (Special Meeting) 
Zoom Video Conference Meeting 

Members Present: 
Kathleen Brennan-Hunter 
Ley Garnett 
Rebecca Ives 
Gina Dake 
Jon Brown 
Britt McConn 

Members Absent: 
None 

Staff Present:
Natalie Rogers, Climate Action and Sustainability Coordinator
Julian Lawrence, Urban Forester

Guests: 
Alexis Barton 
Philip Lemons 

MEETING NOTES 

Natalie led introductions and shared that the purpose of the meeting was to discuss the private 
tree code document drafted in 2018 and to have a conversation about the upcoming 
Comprehensive Plan Implementation process.  

Natalie started by asking the group for thoughts and feedback on the draft tree code document, 
and for suggestions for future code work performed by the consultants. Board members 
discussed the use of Portland tree code language in the draft code document and suggested that 
Milwaukie’s code improve upon Portland code. Board members highlighted areas in Portland’s 
code where exemptions and allowances were overly generous and did not favor tree 
preservation in development situations. Board members suggested that future code should 
emphasize readability, and the city could develop a partner document that explains the new 
tree code that looks more like past project documents like the Climate Action Plan. It was 
recommended that the code also mirror the public tree code in formatting and structure. The 
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group discussed the draft code document’s affordable housing exemptions and proposed that 
future code promotes trees and canopy cover around affordable housing to maximize canopy 
and greenspace benefits for low-income residents. Tree board members asked that future draft 
code documents are available online or shared in a format that allows for group commenting. 
Natalie said that she would upload a copy of the draft tree code document online for group 
commenting, but that the group shouldn’t invest too much time in reviewing the past draft code 
as the consultants may be developing their own code document to share. Board members 
recommended that the group develop a list of private tree code goals to provide the consultants 
and to refer to in future discussions. Natalie said that she would talk to staff about adding this 
activity to a future meeting agenda. 

Natalie provided an update and overview of the Comprehensive Plan Implementation process. 
She said that the Tree Board will likely be interviewed as a group as technical experts in the
process. Board members discussed the value of discussing trees in housing code development at
the beginning of the process. Natalie said that the Comprehensive Plan Implementation
consultants would be reaching out for Tree Boards feedback in the code development process,
and that Board members should start thinking of how tree and housing code can be mutually
beneficial as well as specific recommendations for design requirements. Tree Board members 
emphasized the importance of space and time for trees to grow and provide benefits to
buildings and the community, and the value of shade for residents, particularly low-income
residents.

Natalie asked Tree Board to start thinking of engagement methods and stakeholders that would 
be valuable to include in the code development process. The canopy analytics tool was 
suggested to be used as an outreach tool for community engagement. 

Next meeting: October 21, 2020 

Adjourned at 7:15 pm 


	Agenda
	Draft minutes, 9/16/20
	Draft minutes, 9/29/20



