Lake Road NDA meeting minutes for Nov. 12, 2008

Location: Rowe Middle School

Meeting brought to order by chair Debby Patten at 6:37 p.m.

Secretary Phil Favorite read the minutes from the October 2008 LRNDA meeting. The minutes were approved.

Treasurer Kathy Buss gave a treasury report. She reported that our group had honored its funding commitment to the monthly square dance and will get the money back by filing a grant with the city. 

Rob Holveck, assistant principle at Rowe Middle School, stopped by to welcome us to the building and introduce himself. He said “one of my goals is to connect the school to the community,” and says he plans to attend more of our meetings.

Gary Parkin, engineering director for the City of Milwaukie, gave us a update and report on the current status of the improvements planned for Lake Road. He said the project is targeting the stretch of Lake between Oatfield Road and Where Else Lane because of proximity to the school and the need for improvement in this section. 

Mr. Parkin said sidewalks will be put on the south side of the road, and on the north side, sidewalks will be connected where possible. He said with the project’s budget restraints, “We could only concentrate on the south side.” More north side improvements may happen in the future.

Mr. Parkin said a key concern of the project is drainage and storm-water treatment. The project will use swales, or rain gardens, to treat runoff. He said the rain gardens pull solids and heavy metals from the water. He said the gardens will require some maintenance. He said the gardens will concentrate on capturing water on the north side because the drainage on the south side can’t be captured and treated. He said the water captured and treated from the north side will exceed the volume expected or needed under environmental standards.

Regarding traffic, Mr. Parkin said the project considered proposing a right-turn lane from Oatfield on to Lake, but said the benefits wouldn’t outweigh the costs. He said the solution is to better configure the lanes to create more space for cars using the left-turn lane from Oatfield to Lake.

Mr. Parkin spoke of the medians proposed in the improvement project, saying they’re designed as a pedestrian refuge and to slow traffic. He said the medians will be landscaped. He said the medians that are currently in the plans but are blocking driveways will be moved, spaced out and put in a place that makes sense. He expects the project to come back with a plan that doesn’t block driveways.

Regarding tree removal, Mr. Parkin said the project will include an arborist’s survey to determine which ones will be adversely effected. He acknowledged that impacts will be heavier on the south side of the road than on the north side. Neighbors expressed concern about the loss of mature plantings, especially hedges that work as a sight and sound buffer. Others expressed concern about losing valuable, functional pieces of their property, such as driveway space. Other expressed concern that improvements might encourage people to drive faster on the Lake. Others expressed concern about the movement of power poles. Mr. Parkin said that ideally, power lines would be moved underground.

Debby Patten read a letter from neighbor Cami Waner expressing her support for medians despite the inconvenience to her. The letter also expressed concern about the loss of trees and the need for speed limit controls. Mr. Parkin said ODOT has jurisdiction over speed limits.

Neighbors pointed out that there’s a city ordinance that prevents residents on arterials such as Lake from installing a fence higher than 42 inches. Neighbors suggested this should be waived in the cases of residents who lose their privacy buffers to improvements such as the Lake Road project. Mr. Parkin encouraged neighbors to fill out and file comment cards for the city, or to email him with their comments at parking@ci.milwaukie.or.us.

Neighbor Julie Wisner said she planted a tree in the traffic circle on Southeast 34th Avenue to replace the one that was destroyed by a reckless vehicle. She also said she’d like to plant tulip bulbs, and asked for reimbursement for her expenditures. Treasurer Kathy Buss assured her that the LRNDA can help. Also suggested was the installation of a steel post to protect the circle from similar reckless driving incidents.

Chair Debby Patten made general announcements.

Debby and Phil gave an update on the Planning Commission activities of the Immovable Foundation Church. The group decided to send a letter to the Commission that withdrew our support of city planning department’s approval of the IFC’s proposal to prohibit dogs from their site.

The meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m.  

