Lake Road NDA Minutes for Sept. 9, 2009; approved Oct. 14, 2009

Location: Rowe Middle School

Meeting brought to order by chair Debby Patten at 6:32.

Secretary Phil Favorite read the minutes from the June meeting. The minutes were amended and approved.

Treasurer Kathy Buss gave a treasury report. She said we spent $298 on the Milwaukie Daze Parade and $1,000 for the neighborhood picnic. She said we left grants with a city representative to turn into the city. She said our current balance is $5,887.12.

Neighbor Julie Wisner spoke to the group about an idea for a neighborhood beautification project. She said near the intersection of Oak Street, Southeast 32nd Avenue and Highway 224 there’s a blighted patch of land with dead shrubs and such. The property is owned by the city. Julie recommended beautifying the ugly patch with plants and other landscaping. She said she’s looking for grant funds from LRNDA to complete the project. She offered to get cost estimates for a landscape designer and also for city-hired labor. City representative Gary Parkin said the city will need to review the plans. He also said he would speak to the city officials involved.

The group discussed Julie’s proposal. The group suggested leaving room for a neighborhood sign at the site. The group asked who would maintain the property going forward. Julie said the project would be designed to be low maintenance and feature drought-resistant plants.

Julie left the so the group could discuss the grant proposal. Kathy Buss said we could explore the idea of using monies from the “tree-improvement” fund, which still has $1,100. Debby Patten said she’d contact the city about the status of the fund. Kathy recommended getting a cost estimate. The group voted and approved to help fund the project through a grant, based on the cost estimate.

Tim Riley, a representative from Lake Oswego-based Clunas Funding Group, spoke to the group about a piece of property in the neighborhood that his group hopes to develop. They’ve asked the city for a zoning change to build cost-effective housing on the site. The property is near “Bowman and Bray” streets. A zoning change from R10 to R7 would allow for three single-family homes on the site.

Gary Parkin gave an update regarding the Lake Road expansion project. He said the city has begun the right-of-way process, sending letters to neighbors whose property will be directly effected by construction. He said there possibly will be an open house with more information on the project after the holidays, possibly in February.

Neighbor T.J. Meyer came to the meeting to comment on the expansion project. He said he lives at the corner of Where Else and Lake and that 15 of his 80-year-old cedar trees are in jeopardy of removal. He said he feels like the project is trying to turn Lake into a thoroughfare. He did a test with the help of his sons and said 80 percent of the traffic on Lake is “just passing through.” He said he likes the plans for sidewalks but doesn’t like other parts of the plan. He proposed more stop signs and a lower speed limit. He said he’ll fight for his trees.

The group shared thoughts on traffic and other expansion issues, reviewing some of the history of the project, which dates back to 1996. 

Milwaukie police chief Robert Jordan spoke to the group about police-related matters. He passed out sheets with local crime statistics. He said most local crime is property theft. He said he’s moved officers off the busy thoroughfares and into the neighborhoods to help improve safety. He said police will have a bigger presence at opening and closing times at schools.

Chief Jordan spoke at length regarding the June 2 shooting at Southeast Freeman Way. He gave a detailed account of the events as they happened. He said the two responding officers used a non-lethal option before firing upon the subject, who was killed. Investigators later ruled the death a “suicide by cop.” The department did a review of the incident to determine if officers could have handled the situation another way. He said not much came of the review.

Debby Patten made general announcements. She spoke of a fall cleanup project for Century Park. Neighbor Keena Hormel suggested involving Rowe Middle School students in the cleanup.

The Meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 

