Lake Road NDA meeting minutes for Sept. 10, 2008

Location: City Hall

Meeting brought to order by chair Debby Patten at 6:32

Susan Shanks from the City Planning Department spoke about residential design standards and “the code project,” looking for ways to append building codes with changes for zoning and consideration of how a developing property fits in with adjacent, existing properties. She said current design standards are “pretty minimal,” and that “we’re hoping to beef those up for contact-sensitive projects and multi-family design codes.” She and colleagues will be doing research evaluating what might work and then come to us for our thoughts. She also updated us on the progress of “the Vernie house,” say construction has stalled. The developers have a permit extension that will continue as long as the site is not a nuisance.

Ms. Shanks also updated us on development progress for the Immovable Foundation Church. She said the IFC has submitted a major modification to their development plan, which will go before the Planning Commission on Oct. 14. She and a lawyer representing the Church will be at the Oct. 8 LRNDA meeting to speak with us about the modification.

At 7:03, secretary Phil Favorite read the minutes from the June 11 LRNDA meeting. The minutes were approved.

Treasurer Kathy Buss then gave a treasury report. She said the group spent money on the LRNDA summer picnic, but otherwise nothing has been spent. 

December Carson of the Last Saturday Old Time Square Dance spoke about the community square dances coming to Milwaukie this school year. The dances will be held on the last Saturday night of every month at Portland Waldorf School. She’s asking each Milwaukie NDA to sponsor one dance. She said $500 would cover the cost of the band ($300) and the callers (two for $100 each). The group voted to donate $500 in grant money. Ms. Carson said that 9 dates are reserved for dances at Portland Waldorf School, to run through May.

Joe Sandfort of Ledding Library and Doris Grolbert, Director of Clackamas County Libraries, spoke about the November library district ballot measure. Creation of a “library district” will provide dedicated money year after year from the state. She said that some of our county’s libraries are among the least funded in the state. The district would provide a minimum standard of 50 open hours a week, which is better than the current hours at several of our county libraries. Mr. Sandfort said if it passes, Ledding will probably go from 52 to 64 open hours per week. He said it would allow the library to save money from year to year to put toward an expansion. If the ballot measure doesn’t pass, monies will begin to shrink annually, they said. Currently Ledding gets $500,000 from the state’s general fund; if the ballot measure doesn’t pass, that number will shrink to approximately $379,000 in the first year, and the library will lose a day of service per week. Plus, as other libraries close, citizens stand to potentially lose their collections, which are part of a diverse consortium of books shared between the county’s libraries.

Carla Bantz spoke about the Milwaukie High Class of ’09 Grad Party. She’s trying to raise money for the party, an all-night, same-site event which is put on by parents and features bowling and other fun activities for graduating seniors. Carla said the parents have a $25,000 target and that she is asking for donations from the different NDAs. The money helps lower the cost per student of the event, and also helps students who can’t afford it to attend. She said the students do fundraisers throughout the year to help reach the target. The group agreed to give $600 for the event. 

Keena Hormel, language arts and theater teacher from Rowe Middle School, spoke to the group about our moving our meetings to Rowe. She said she will do the work for the necessary community use permit. She also said an administrator from the school would like to talk about the school’s recent building improvements at our next meeting, where they will serve as hosts and take the group on a tour of the building.

The meeting adjourned at 8:12 p.m.

