MINUTES FROM THE ISLAND STATION NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION MEETING

Thursday, July 17, 2008

Attendees: Bruce Smith, Mary Weick, Doug Rumpel (WES), Rich Watanabe (ODOT), Beth Ragel (COM), Mary Hupfer, Lisa Batey, Cliff Kahut, Elma Huber, Bill Hoelz, Jim Mishler, Alicia Hamilton


TOTAL ISNA ATTENDEES: 9

· INTRODUCTIONS: Meeting opened at 6:35pm

· ODOT UPDATE: Rich Watanabe gave us an update on the work at River Road and McLoughlin. He mentioned the contractor had paving issues due to oil prices, but the paving should be done in a couple of weeks and all the work should be completed by the end of August. Bill Hoelz brought up his concerns re: the length of the turn lane from 99E onto Bluebird. Rich said that the shortness of the length and widths of the street are temporary and will increase when all the construction is finished.

Cliff asked why the lanes didn’t move more to the west to allow for more room. Lisa Batey said it would interfere with the Trolley Trail. 

Rich said that they will be installing a “pork chop” at the intersection of McLoughlin and 22nd Avenue to further reduce traffic speeding. He also mentioned that he believes the plan is to allow for a right hand turn onto McLoughlin from River Road. Finally, he said that there are sensors that will allow left hand turning cars from McLoughlin onto Bluebird to get a left hand turn signal without any cars lining up on River Road.

Alicia Hamilton inquired about the speed limit being reduced from 45 MPH to 40 MPH. Rich said that they will look at a speed study once the new intersection is in place to determine the need.

Bill Hoelz inquired about ODOT’s involvement with Light Rail. Rich said they have made recommendations to TriMet, but are unsure what their current plan is.

KELLOGG TREATMENT PLANT UPDATE: Doug from WES came to address any questions and concerns re: recent complaints of odor. He said that there the current system is still doing it’s job, per all the tests they conduct daily. They are getting ready for upgrades this winter that will include diverting 2 million gallons to the Tri-Cities Plant in Oregon City. They are considering running a new pipe down the Trolley Trail. mentioned that  Phase One of improvements is aimed to last 8 – 10 years.

Someone inquired about a recent sewage spill from the Oak Lodge Plant. Doug said that there was a blockage that caused the backup.

Alicia Hamilton thanked Doug for the improvements made along the Riverfront trail. The bike signs, widening of the trail and poop bags has helped tremendously. Several people mentioned that the bikers are still going too fast. Alicia mentioned there are some blind spots along the trail due to trees. Doug asked Beth what the permit process is to remove these trees. Beth thought it was fairly simple and would need to go through the planning commission.

· TREASURER’S REPORT: Bruce said he has some work to do with Beth to square things up and would defer the report to the next meeting in September.

Jim Mishler said he had the final permits for the remaining 6 pole toppers and they should be done soon.

· MAY MINUTES: A motion was made to approve the minutes. All approved. Non opposed. Motion carried.

· ISNA ANNUAL PICNIC: Alicia mentioned that the ISNA agreed to host the picnic Tuesday, August 5th. She wanted feedback from the ISNA to determine location and time. Everyone agreed on the Spring Park location and that a 6pm start would be best. Jim Mishler said he would help pickup the fried chicken and beverages. Alicia asked for any volunteers to help with set up to show up at 5pm or to come by any time prior to help clean up the area. Bill Hoelz asked if we could get Rick Farasy’s band to play. Alicia said the ISNA had already agreed to have the Johnson Creek Brass Band play, but if he is interested in getting involved next year she would let him be in charge of the music! Beth Ragel said she would get a clean up crew to clean up the shrubbery around the park. Lisa Batey offered to help clean up the park before the picnic.

Lisa also said she would like to bring up the porta-potty issue in a formal discussion with the Parks Bureau. Everyone agreed this would be a good idea.

· MILWAUKIE DAZE EVENT: Alicia Hamilton reported that the event was coming together and that she was helping to organize an ISNA float to decorate. Elma Huber offered to lend her trailer to decorate and carry people through the parade. Alicia will send out an e-mail to encourage anyone to help decorate the float Friday afternoon and to be a part of the parade on Saturday.

Alicia also asked the ISNA to further support the day by providing additional money to support the fireworks and live music. The neighborhood made a motion to donate $500 to the cause. Motion was seconded (thanks Bill Hoelz!) with none opposed. Motion carried.

· KING ROAD IMPROVEMENTS: Beth Ragel mentioned that the King Rd. paving project will take place from July 21st until Sept. 1st.

· CROSSING DOUBLE LINES: Bruce Smith mentioned that the Police have been handing out tickets to anyone turning left into the Farmer’s Market lot (from Jackson Street). Jim Mishler asked Beth Ragel to bring up the fact that the lines on Adams Street are fading and need to be restriped. It is a thoroughfare and needs to be striped as such.

· BOYS + GIRLS CLUB FOLLOW-UP: Lisa Batey had hoped to get an update from Greg Chaimov re: the status of getting neighborhood kids involved in an after school program. There are rumblings of a club opening in the Wichita School if it does indeed close. Lisa thought it would make sense to look into the Sellwood Boys  + Girls Club due to proximity. Beth mentioned that this would be a great issue to bring up to the new Police Chief, Robert Jordan.

· TREE ON BOBWHITE STREET: Mary Weick brought up the issue of the precarious tree that is entagled with power lines. Beth said she had brought the issue up with Tim Salyers and he was supposed to get back to Mary about it. She will look into the issue.

