Minutes of Island Station Neighborhood Association Meeting, Monday, June 13, 2011
Island Station members in attendance:  Jo Anne Bird; Vladimir and Larissa Nazarenko; Greg Chaimov; Mary Weick;  Terrance and Esperanza Martin; Alicia Hamilton; Gary Michael; Cindy Miguel; Bruce Conahachan; Linda Ferris; Eric Miller; Lisa Batey; Rusty Preston and Roger Hancock (Rusty’s Resale)
Others in attendance:  Dave Hedges, City Council;  Beth Ragel, City staff;  Katie Mangle, Planning Director;  Bob Jordan, Police Chief;  Paul Klein (Milwaukie Walks program; Lewelling neighborhood);   Jim Bernard, County Commissioner.

Chair Jo Anne Bird called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.  She started by asking if anyone had announcements, and noted that in July there would be two different meetings – a regular neighborhood meeting on Monday, July 11th, and a special Light Rail/Trolley Trail meeting on July 18th.   
Light Rail
Greg Chaimov noted that he had done a walk-through of the light rail alignment from downtown through Island Station with City and Tri-Met staff, and he understood such a walk-through would also be offered to Island Station residents.  
Vice-Chair/Treasurer Cindy Miguel touched on a few light rail-related items, first describing the presentation regarding the art on the bridge that will cross Kellogg Creek and run along McLoughlin in Island Station.  The artist is designing patterns of green dots that will be on the underside of the new railroad bridge in key spots for pedestrians and drivers.  The green dots will replicate patterns found in nature – of schools of fish, flocks of birds, etc.  Cindy suggested that more variation in the colors might be preferable.  She commented that while Tri-Met has put many resources about the project on the internet, they hadn’t posted the slide show of the artists’ work, and suggested that they do so.  She also noted that at the June 1 meeting of the Planning Commission and Design and Landmarks Commission to discuss the bridge design there were questions that Tri-Met couldn’t answer about the maintenance protocols for the weathered steel proposed to be used on the bridge.
Marijuana dispensary
The discussion then turned to the opening of the marijuana dispensary in the old Portland Classic Guitar space.  The site is alternatively labeled as “Green Rx” and “Club Pit Bull.”  See website at http://www.gro4me.com/club_pit_bull1.htm.  Planning Director Katie Mangle explained that under current zoning, the location could be used for both medical services and for retail sales, but not for a café or bar or coffeehouse.  She said the business owners had come in to ask questions of City staff regarding the site, and that their questions pertained to medical services (physical therapy, massage therapy, etc.).  They had already obtained a business license from the City, and as long as their activities/services were limited to medical services and retail sales, the business didn’t require any further licensing from the City.  Mangle did note that if the traffic volume coming and going from the location was high, they could be required to go through Planning Commission review, which would also be required for any public gathering place.  There was also discussion about whether smoking was permitted;  the answer was somewhat inconclusive, but it seems that the facility has no exemption from the Oregon law banning smoking in public places.
Rusty Preston, owner of Rusty’s Resale, expressed a concern over the smoke and odors coming through the thin walls and damaging her inventory, particularly the formal wear.  She also said that she doubted that the building owner knew what kind of business was involved when he leased the space.  
Alicia Hamilton mentioned that another Milwaukie resident, Matt Menely, had a dispensary next to his business in Portland, and the dispensary recently closed because of new tighter enforcement by City of Portland.  She questioned why things were becoming more restrictive in Portland but such businesses seemed to be cropping up more frequently in Clackamas County.
Police Chief Bob Jordan said that Oregon’s medical marijuana laws made enforcement actions difficult for state and local law enforcement, which is limited to the extent any dispensary business is complying with state law.   But Chief Jordan noted that federal agencies continue to consider marijuana an illegal substance and can undertake enforcement actions.  He noted that the U.S. Attorney had recently written to the owner of a property in Gladstone housing  a dispensary that has been getting a lot of press attention, warning the property owner that illegal marijuana use or sale could result in the seizure of the property.  Chief Jordan and Planning Director Mangle both urged residents not to be too agitated about the dispensary, but to let them know of any problems.  
Walk Safely Milwaukie Program (WSMP)
JoAnne reported that City Staff had prioritized the proposed project at 22nd and Bluebird over the proposed project on River Road and Sparrow.  The Public Safety Advisory Committee (PSAC) was to meet later that week, and JoAnne hoped that the priority would be changed.  [Note:  it was changed, and the River/Sparrow project was the highest ranked project in Milwaukie – which was approved by City Council at their June 21st meeting.]
Bruce Conachan and Linda Ferris, who live along the upper stretch of 22nd Avenue, expressed concern about speeds in that area, and questioned what value the proposed crosswalk and refuge at River/Sparrow would have.  Ferris noted that she had tried for several years (back in the 1990s) to get speed bumps put on 22nd Avenue, and said she still thought speed bumps would be the better solution.  JoAnne noted that anyone interested had been invited to participate in the WSMP planning, but that it fell to a small group of volunteers.  She invited Conachan and Ferris to get involved in the round of discussions for the next phase of the WSMP.  JoAnne and Chief Jordan both noted that the Police Department’s new speed monitoring device could be temporarily placed on 22nd Avenue to both capture speed information and work to deter speeders.  
Police Chief Report
Chief Jordan handed out the crime map for May 2011, which shows three burglaries in Island Station.   He also handed out traffic speed and volume data collected on River Road in early June.  Among other things, this shows an average of 3,000 or more cars per day (on weekdays) traveling northbound on River Road past the intersection at Lark.   He noted that this is one of the busier roads (other than the state highways, 99E and 224) in Milwaukie, and that his officers spent a fair amount of time doing speed enforcement on 22nd and on River Road.  
Parking at Rusty’s Resale
Rusty Preston raised the question of parking around her building.  She understood there had been some concerns about cars parking with the end of cars sticking out into the roadway.  She noted that although there was plenty of space for even the largest cars in the spaces under her carport, that customers liked to park close to the door, and that she and her son would be painting yellow lines on the spaces in front of the front steps to preclude cars from parking in those shortest spaces.  Lisa Batey noted that she had spoken to the Engineering Department about this, and understood that they would be painting a white “fog line” along the edge of the road, in the hope that this helped educate drivers on when they were parking inappropriately.  
Walk Milwaukie
Paul Klein described the series of guided walks he is doing in each of Milwaukie’s seven neighborhoods.  They take place on the third Sunday of each month, at 1pm.  The Island Station walk will be on Sunday, July 17th, and Paul was interested in suggestions from residents on things to highlight on the walk.  Anyone with suggestions should contact Paul at arkanjl@dslnorthwest.net
Neighborhood Picnic
There was a discussion about when to have the neighborhood picnic, and it was decided that weekends were preferred, so the picnic will be on Saturday, August 6th.  Watch the Pilot for details.  
Committee Reports
JoAnne said that she hoped that at each meeting the residents who served on various City committees and boards would report on the activities of those Boards.  She noted that the PSAC had been busy with WSMP, with placement of speed monitoring signs, with planning for the “9K for K9” walk as part of Milwaukie Daze.  Cindy Miguel said she would be happy to regularly report on items from the Light Rail Citizens Advisory Committee.  Lisa Batey said that one issue being worked on by the Planning Commission that might be of general interest is a project to develop residential housing design standards.  Details can be found at http://www.ci.milwaukie.or.us/planning/residential-development-standards-update-project

Miscellaneous
JoAnne said the scheduler for the Grange had said we could use it on Mondays so long as no one else wanted to.  She suggested that in order to “reserve” the space that perhaps we should give the Grange a lump-sum payment for the year.  Lisa Batey moved that the neighborhood association approve payment of $250 to the Grange to cover a one-year period.  Greg Chaimov seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.  
JoAnne also noted that emergency preparedness efforts would be on the agenda for the next meeting, and encouraged every household to have an emergency kit at the ready, with medications, etc.  


Approved at the Island Station Neighborhood Association meeting of Monday, July 11, 2011.
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							Lisa Batey, Secretary

