Minutes of Island Station Neighborhood Association Meeting, Monday, January 9, 2011
Island Station residents in attendance:  Jo Anne Bird (chair); Cindy Miguel; Mary Weick;  Eric Perkins; Mary Hupfer; Gary Michael; Lisa Batey.
Others in attendance:  Beth Ragel, City of Milwaukie;  Officer Steve Bartol, Milwaukie Police Dept.
Chair Jo Anne Bird called the meeting to order at 5:35pm, noting that the meeting was an hour earlier than usual because of the City Council’s meeting that night regarding baseball.  The minutes of the November meeting  had been distributed by e-mail.  Lisa Batey moved to approve the minutes, and Mary Weick seconded.  All voted in favor of approval. 
 Vice-Chair/Treasurer Cindy Miguel reported that the only transaction since the last Treasurer’s Report had been the writing of a $200 check to the Police Foundation – this was comprised of $50 which had been approved last year by the neighborhood association to support last year’s Officer-of-the-Year dinner, and another $150 that was approved at the November 2011 meeting to support this year’s dinner.  The balance in the account is $20,405.34, of which $10,000 was pledged to the crosswalk improvements to be built this summer under the Walk Safely Milwaukie Program.
Chair Bird asked if anyone had announcements, and made an announcement that the family square dances were reportedly starting up again at the Waldorf School on February 4th.  She said the organizers were hoping for some financial support from the neighborhood association, and she would ask them to come speak at a future meeting.  Mary Weick noted that there had been a strong gas smell in the neighborhood, and asked Officer Bartol to report that to the appropriate folks.   Bird also noted that Linda Hedges of the Hector Campbell neighborhood had sent out notice of upcoming Red Cross courses.
Police Department update:  Officer Bartol reported that the photo radar van was back out and was having an effect, because the number of tickets was declining.  He also noted that the Police Department has two new recruits at the policy academy, which will bring the department up to full staffing, and that the department had hired its first evidence technician in several years.  He handed out the most recent crime map, noting that petty theft had gone up after Christmas, which was not unusual.  

Residential Development and Design Standards Code Amendment Project:  Chair Bird reported that the Residential Standards code project was coming up for consideration by the Planning Commission (and eventually by City Council).  Beth Ragel noted that all residents would be receiving a postcard announcing the upcoming hearings, and that there would be an info session at City Hall where those with questions could come ask their questions.  Lisa Batey, who also serves as Planning Commission Chair, noted that there appears to be misinformation floating around that the project was going to increase density – the project does not propose to change zoning on any property, only to allow property that is already zoned for multi-family development to have flexibility to do forms such as rowhouses and cottage clusters, and not just apartments.  The project is also intended to allow for greater flexibility for residents who wish to build an “accessory dwelling unit” (aka “mother-in-law apartment”).  [Note:  the public hearing on this code project begins on Tuesday, February 28th at City Hall at 6:30pm.]
North Clackamas Urban Watersheds Council:  Chair Bird reported that the North Clackamas Urban Watersheds Council was urging Island Station to nominate someone to serve on its Board, which meets on the third Wednesday of the month at the Oak Lodge Sanitary District Building.  She intended to speak to some neighbors that might be interested (but anyone reading this who might be interested should contact her).
Kronberg Park Master Plan and Oak Tree:  Chair Bird reported on the appeal of the Planning Commission’s approval of the light rail bridge application that she and Dion Shepard of the Historic Milwaukie neighborhood filed in order to try to save the large Oregon white oak in Kronberg Park.  The Council had indicated a desire for another arborists report, and there was also talk of trying to get views from an expert on construction cranes.  Bird noted that concerns about the oak and the removal of other trees in the downtown area were prompting residents to push for consideration of a tree protection ordinance, as well as prompting some movement toward working on a master plan for Kronberg Park.  
ODOT gravel yard & Sparrow right-of-way:  There was a discussion about future development along the future light rail line, especially on the ODOT gravel yard and the remnants of properties that were being purchased to make way for the line.  Cindy Miguel, who serves on the PMLR Citizens’ Advisory Committee, reported that neither the City nor the North Clackamas Parks and Recreation District were planning to buy property.  Concerns were expressed about access for any redevelopment on that gravel yard site, for which a developer might seek to build on the Sparrow right-of-way uphill to River Road to provide better access, since there will no longer be access to McLoughlin from Lark/26th.  Miguel suggested we need to keep our eyes on what’s going on there.  Gary Michael said the neighborhood might want to object to any rezoning on that property, but that anything else was probably premature at this point.  
Work party:  The trees surrounding the “unnamed water feature” at the south end of the ODOT gravel yard are heavily burdened with ivy and clematis.  Although removal of these invasive species will be part of the remediation TriMet does during light rail construction, that won’t happen for a couple of years, so some neighbors would like to try to “liberate” some of the trees.  Lisa Batey said she would ask the City Planning staff to identify which trees were being removed and which ones staying.  It was agreed that there would be a work party on Saturday, February 25th from 10am to noon at the gravel yard.
Chair Bird gave her emergency preparedness tip of the month, suggesting that everyone should store their emergency supply kit somewhere easily accessible, ideally somewhere with outside access or very near an entrance to the house, as opposed to buried in a closet or basement storage area.   
Gary Michael asked about the dirty, moldy “slow down” sign posted in front of the Grange.   There has been consensus on removal of the sign for a couple of years now, but apparently no one has been able to get up to where the sign is attached to the trees (it is believed that the sign was hung using a cherry-picker). 
Gary also said that Representative Dave Hunt, who is running for Clackamas County chair, would like to come speak at a meeting in advance of the May primary.  
Meeting adjourned at 6:30pm
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Approved at the Island Station Neighborhood Association meeting of Monday, February 13, 2012.


							_____________________________
							Lisa Batey, Secretary

