Historic Milwaukie NDA Meeting October 13, 2008 Minutes

The meeting was held in the library’s pond house. 17 people attended. Our city staff liaison was Ignacio Palacios. The meeting was called to order by Chair Dion Shepard. We began by introducing ourselves.


First and the agenda was Doris Grolbert. She came to talk about the library district measure that is on November’s ballot. If approved, a library district will be formed for most of Clackamas County. It will be financed by a 40 cent per $1000 property tax. 100% of the money will go to cities to support their library. Money raised from unincorporated areas will go to the closest city. The level of taxation was chosen because it is enough to provide basic library service. Cities are free to give their library additional money if they want to go beyond the basis level of service. Doris was asked several questions and several people commented on Milwaukie’s library, the increased use and the public service in provides.

Second we heard from Ken Ackerman and Keith Jones who work for HHPR, an engineering firm that is designing the Trolley Trail. They brought a map of the portion of the trail that will be in Milwaukie.  They are beginning the land use process and hope to bid the project next year, with the 18 month construction process beginning in 2010. The path will be 12 feet wide in Milwaukie and 10 feet wide the rest of the distance. The narrower section will have a four feet wide shoulder for jogging. The design will be similar to the Springwater trail. At this point the project is moving forward separately from Light Rail which would potentially use some of the same right of way and the waste water plant that at one time expressed interest in using the right of way as well.

Next the group had a discussion on our NDA grants. We discussed some of the projects that we have funded in the past and what we would like to do in the future. The group also discussed individually and approved to apply for 3 projects. They are $200, to sponsor a community square dance at the Portland Waldorf School; $600, to pay for plants, soil, bark dust, and other landscaping supplies to be used in the downtown planting areas; and $1000 to help provide Thanksgiving dinner and Christmas gifts to needy children at Milwaukie Elementary School.

A committee was formed to look into and report back with recommendations for pole toppers to heighten awareness of our neighborhood to those passing through.


Milwaukie police officer Marl stopped by to update us on the latest news regarding public safety. He was informed that an NDA member had witnessed a sex offender, who had been on the news, down town last Saturday watching the Waldorf School from across the street. The group had a discussion on sex offender rights, restrictions and registration.

Finally Ignacio updated us on the latest news from city hall. He brought fliers announcing the Umbrella parade and tree lighting.
Submitted by Ray Bryan

