Historic Milwaukie NDA Minutes Sept. 8, 2008

Meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm by chair Dion Shepard. It was held at the library pond house. Our liaison from the city was Mary Rowe; also in attendance from the city was Councilor Greg Chaimov, Officer Ron Glenn, and Community Development and Public Works director Kenny Asher. 13 others also attended the meeting.


First on the agenda was December Carson. She is organizing a monthly square dance at the Waldorf School. She attended to get the word out and to ask for help in sponsoring the event. She left some fliers and posters. The dances will be held the last Saturday of the month from September to May. They begin at 7 PM and end at 10 PM. Families with children are especially welcome. The first hour is easy with a lesson included. The comments towards the activity were very favorable. NDA will vote on applying for grant money to sponsor a dance at a later time. 


Next Ray Bryan presented to the group 4 potential ideas to bring forward to the Neighborhood Traffic Management and Pedestrian Safety Program. The four ideas had been suggested to Ray by NDA members during the past few months. They are: improvements to the intersection at 21st and Harrison, especially for pedestrians; improvements to make the crossing at Hwy 224 and Oak St. safer; a cross walk between Milwaukie High School and St John’s Catholic Church; and slow down banners attached to utility poles on Washington Street.

All of the ideas were received favorably, there were several good potential solutions raised. It was decided that we would proceed with all four ideas for now rather than choose one that is already being considered by the city, or picking something beyond the scope of the program.


Brendan Eisworth talked about his wife be confronted while jogging on the new track at Milwaukie High. She was told she could not jog on the new track. The same think has happened to others. At other times the track has been locked up. Ed Zumwalt has made several calls to school and city officials, and will continue to try to get an answer to why the changes have been made. It was pointed out that the school previously had a policy allowing the community to use the track, and that new track was paid for by our tax dollars. Officer Glenn filled the group in on the school’s legal right to make their own policy on public use. Greg Chaimov said he used the track at a different school and would not be happy if it was closed.

Finally Kenny Asher talked with the group. He first updated us on what Beth Ragel and Alex Campbell are doing with the business community. They are holding a meeting on Tuesday morning at 7:30. All are welcome there will be updates to ongoing city projects and presentations on parking changes and other programs of interest to downtown. This is the third meeting of this kind

Most of Kenny’s time was spent talking about a potential changes in the downtown bus stop and bus layover arrangement  He came asking for NDA input on the idea. At present the plan is to move all bus stops onto Jackson Street between Main and 21stAve.  Bus layovers would be reduced and only occur on the West side of 21st between Jackson and Harrison. New, higher capacity shelters would be added on Jackson and the entire East side of 21st Ave would be returned to public parking.


A lengthy discussion followed with many questions and comments. Mr. Asher also mentioned that additional bus stops will be added along light rail when it is built. Most people agreed that the new proposal is better than the existing situation, but many commented on the long promised transit center out of down town, the problem that even with the proposed improvements the buses will still be lying over. The improvements will be paid for by TriMet, but there are not many designs to choose from for the shelters. Some members commented that the city has a limited vision and is trying to put every thing into a few blocks when there is plenty of space North of Hwy  224, others are concerned how much bus traffic there will be going from one end of town to the other, after light rail is built. Many other concerns were voiced. Kenny was thanked for his attendance and time and for his desire to get feed back from the NDA. The meeting was adjourned.
Submitted by Ray Bryan

