HISTORIC MILWAUKIE NDA MINUTES

MAY 11, 2009

The meeting was called to order by chair Dion Shepard at 6:30 PM at the library pond house. A total of 18 people attended. Our staff liaison was JoAnn Herrigel.
First on the agenda was Wendy Hemmen, the light rail design coordinator for the City of Milwaukie. She has 14 years of engineering experience, in the private sector.  

Wendy gave us some basic information on the project, answered questions from the group, and agreed to return next month as the main topic of our meeting. 

Next Mark Weidkamp, founder and organizer of Cruisin For Hope, gave us a presentation on this year’s event. The event will be held on June 13th & 14th. It will include many activities, including a car show on Saturday and two days of hydroplane racing on the Willamette river. The beneficiaries of this year’s event will be the Wisehnofske family of Milwaukie. They have a 7 year old son with cystic fibrosis, and a 2 year old daughter with cancer.
Mark has many volunteers helping him. He is hoping that the event will bring positive attention to Milwaukie and that downtown businesses will benefit.

Next NDA members held a discussion on recent requests for grant money. Everyone was in favor of supporting meals on wheels and voted unanimously to apply for $750 of grant money for that cause.

We also discussed the Milwaukie Daze request for support. NDA members generally supported the event, but some of us also questioned the value of the fireworks display, when the money could be spent for better uses. As a result we voted to give $1000 to the Milwaukie Daze for all events but the fireworks.

After the grant discussion our chair opened the conversation up to the group. Debbie Cronk updated us on the noise issue with the Latitude bar on Main Street. After mediation and a lot of effort to solve the problems, the bar has closed.

Ed Parecki updated us on his projects in downtown. He is actively pursuing all leads for a tenant for the Main/Monroe building.

Ray gave a treasure’s report and informed the group on the last PSAC meeting.

Ed Zumwalt expressed his appreciation to Dion for her work with the downtown clean up. Dion did mention that there is more to do.

JoAnn had several announcements on updates.


There will be a volunteer recognition event on May 30th at the Masonic Lodge.


The annual Down to Earth Day, collection event will be June 6th.

The long time director of the Milwaukie Museum is seriously ill


Work on the Main Street sewer project will begin soon

Submitted by Ray Bryan

