HISTORIC MILWAUKIE NDA MINUTES

MARCH 9, 2009

The meeting was called to order by chair Dion Shepard. Our staff liaison was JoAnn Herrigel. A total of 27 people attended the meeting.

First to speak was Jim Young representing Meals on Wheels. Jim is a volunteer for meals on wheels. He is asking for a donation of $500-$1000 for the program. They deliver over 70,000 meals per year and only one half of their funding is guaranteed, so they do a lot of fund raising. One of their biggest supports is Bob’s Red Mill. At this time Bob’s will match the donation of any individual who comes in and donates. This is Jim’s first NDA visit this year. Last year Historic Milwaukie NDA donated $750 to the program.
Next we heard from Mary Conger. Mary represented Relay for Life which is a part of the American Cancer Society. The event will be held July 11& 12 at Milwaukie High School. Teams of volunteers will culminate a year of fundraising by having at least one of their members walking on the track for a 24 hour period. There will also be other events and rituals to bring attention and celebration to the disease. 95% of the funds raised by Relay for Life go to research. Mary is hoping that NDA’s will get involved either by forming teams or by giving money to the cause,
We had two guests from TriMet who came to answer questions about the proposed Portland to Milwaukie light rail line. Just as they were getting going officer Scott Hutesen arrived with Jag. Scott is Jag’s new handler and will soon be attending a 10 week canine school. They should be in service by the end of June.  Officer Hutesen also brought a printout of the February crime statistics for Milwaukie. He said that serious crimes are down in Milwaukie and that sometimes what may show up on the map as a serious crime may eventually turn out to be false.

The NDA meeting then returned to our TriMet guests Claudia Steinberg and Leah Robbins. Claudia is the community affairs manager for TriMet and Leah is the engineer in charge of the Milwaukie section of the proposed light rail line. Historic Milwaukie residents had many questions for TriMet. Questions and comments ranged from the general concerns about the chosen alignment, station location, neighborhood impacts and the wisdom behind the choice to bring light rail into our town.
Claudia and Leah also answered to the best of the ability many more specific questions regarding, train horns, traffic flow interruption, proportionality for public improvements, elevation of the line, earthquake, fault lines, IGA’s, noise other than the horn. They agreed that our questions are valid. Some or our questions can be answered with a little more research, others will not be able to be answered until the next phase of engineering begins.

JoAnn Herrigel announced that Milwaukie will be holding regular meetings to address local concerns.
JoAnn passed out a flyer announcing an open house for the Jackson Street Bus Shelter project. It will be March 16 at 6: PM at city hall.

Finally Dion announced a downtown clean up on April 4th in coordination with the Lions club. Also the friends of the library will be having a plant sale on May 9th.
The meeting was adjourned.

Submitted by Ray Bryan

