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Meeting Notes
May 11, 2009, 7pm
Public Safety Building

Introductions and Welcome:  Mary Weaver, Vice Chairman; in attendance were Wendy Hemmen, City Light Rail Engineer, Pat Duval, Staff Liaison, and 8 neighbors

Milwaukie Light Rail Engineer Wendy Hemmen reported on what her role will be in working through the Light Rail project, which will be that of an advocate for the city. She showed the map of the light rail alignment.  It was a surprise to many when it was made more clear last month that there would be an elevated portion between Tacoma Station and Hwy 224, and there was some discussion about this. There was additional comment about perceived lack of forthrightness on the part of Tri-Met over the Southgate Park and Ride’s resurrected use, but Wendy explained that once the light rail is completed, the line that they intend to lay over there will no longer run into downtown, and the area will revert to a surface lot.  A question was asked about whether or not the security issue continues to be high on the list of priorities. She answered that Chief Jordan will be very involved in plans for police operations.  It was suggested that Wendy also meet with PSAC to be sure that the neighborhood representatives are involved in all security discussions. There will be monthly meetings regarding light rail, which the public is invited to attend. The next one is on May 20th at the Masonic Lodge (10636 SE Main Street).  Wendy invited all with questions to call her: 503-786-7694  www.trimet.org/pm/ 
Police Report: Officer Ron Glenn reported that it has been very quiet in the neighborhood. There continues to be a misunderstanding on the part of some neighbors of Homewood Park about the legality of teenagers and young people to be in the park.  As long as they are not violating city ordinances or laws, they are entitled to be in the park until dark, just like any other neighbor. 
There was some discussion over hosting a First Aid/CPR class in the neighborhood. Action: Tony Agoun will investigate the possibility of the PTA sponsoring a class.

The Railroad Avenue School Zone issue was raised again.  Action: Officer Glenn offered to look into the issue of whether or not the area actually complies with the criteria for it to be a school zone.  Action: Linda Hedges offered to write a letter of confirmation of expected action to Gary Parkin in relation to moving the lights from Monroe Avenue to Park Avenue and Home Ave.
Clackamas County FD #1  did not attend.  Their latest newsletter is available here: http://www.clackamasfire.com/documents/communitynewsletters/200904.pdf 
Previous Meeting’s Minutes: Sarah Smith moved and T. Criss seconded that the previous meeting’s minutes should be approved as written. The motion carried unanimously.
Projects Update:
Hillside Manor   A neighbor raised concerns over the possible redevelopment of  Hillside Manor by the Clackamas County Housing Authority.  There was discussion over what is known about the County’s plans at this point, and also discussion about what could be done to make sure that the city and its’ neighborhoods are protected during the decision-making process over the development. Jeff Louden suggested that we may want to consider what sort of trade-off we could bargain with the county over.  Action:  In the next couple of months we will invite someone from Ardenwald NDA who may have more information. The minutes from the Ardenwald NDA meetings are available here: http://www.ardenwald.org/meetings.html 
Grants:  The $3,000 grant for Homewood Park is still being processed. 
Parks Report:  Sarah Smith reported that children from Hector Campbell School worked for a couple of hours on Community Care Day, and pulled a lot of ivy. There were a lot of children and it was suggested that any future work parties from the school should comprise older children and more adult supervision, as some damage to existing plants occurred. However, Sarah was grateful for their help and felt that the children will feel more that the park is theirs for having worked in it.

North Clackamas Parks will be cleaning up Minthorn Park, and Sarah Smith will stay involved in this to try to assure that previous work on the NDA’s part will not be ruined. 
Public Safety Advisory Committee Report: Mary Weaver reported that CERT (Citizen Emergency Response Team) training will take place Saturday June 27th.  Those interested (and several members expressed an interest) should contact Beth Ragel at Community Services at City Hall. There is a $25 fee, but this might be waived. http://www.clackamasfire.com/cert.html 
Note of Appreciation:

Linda Hedges made a motion, seconded by Sarah Smith, to recognize David Aschenbrenner’s long service to the Neighborhood Association by having the Cub Scout troop led by Jeff Louden build a birdhouse to put in Homewood Park in Dave’s honor.  Additionally, a Certificate of Appreciation will be prepared. The motion carried unanimously.
Elections:

A slate of officers was submitted for approval, and passed.

Chairman:
Mary Weaver

Vice Chairman:
Jeff Louden

Secretary:
Linda Hedges

Treasurer:
David Aschenbrenner
Information: 

The Farmer’s Market opened May 10th and is open each Sunday from 9:30 to 2pm. http://www.milwaukiefarmersmarket.com/ 
June 6th is Neighborhood Cleanup Day.  A coupon was included in the May Pilot, and city residents will need to present the coupon when dropping off one load of trash at either the Johnson Creek site or Southgate site. http://www.cityofmilwaukie.org/departments/comservices/junkcollection/collection.html 
Island Station NDA is looking into creating a list of neighbors who might need assistance during events like last winter’s snowstorm.  We may wish to consider undertaking a similar project ourselves. 

Summer meetings:  There was some discussion about possibly not holding meetings during July and August, but with issues like Hillside Manor coming up, and the desire to hold a National Night Out picnic the first week of August at Homewood Park, it was concluded to hold the regular meetings. 
Next Meeting will be 7pm on June 8th.  
Prepared by: Linda M Hedges

Approved:  Mary Weaver
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