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Meeting Notes
March 9, 2009, 7pm
Public Safety Building

Introductions and Welcome: David Aschenbrenner, Chairman; in attendance were Pat Duval, Staff Liaison, 5 guests and 9 neighbors
Guest: Katie Mangle, Planning Director
Ms Mangle explained the long-range planning that is going on for the South Ardenwald Project - referring to 32nd and Harrison Hillside Park/Murphy Lumber parcels. This includes accommodation for Clackamas County Housing Authority proposed changes to Hillside Park, Providence Milwaukie Hospital’s needs and the needs of the surrounding neighborhood, transportation, utilities and safety concerns.  There are a number of issues to consider, including a bike pathway connected to the Springwater Corridor that will run through this property. Concern was expressed over the possibility that the County Housing Authority will decide to place multi-story complexes or a higher density of housing that might be desirable to the neighborhood. Citizen involvement in the whole planning process was requested. The current zoning is for R-7 (Residential, 7000 sq ft lots) on Hillside Park and R-O-C (Residential-Office-Commercial on 3000 sq ft lots) for the Murphy property. 
The housing plans for the proposed Balfour Columbia Care Secure Treatment Facility are being reviewed.

The Transportation Code Amendments revisions are nearly completed.

There remain some funds in the budget that are fees in lieu of improvements to developed property. Some of this money might be available for street improvements such as sidewalks.  This will be placed on the next agenda to discuss what suggestions we might be able to bring to the city from our neighborhood.

A neighbor queried if there were any plans for the development of the MacFarlane property at 37th and Harrison.  At the time there are no plans. This is zoned for mixed residential-office-commercial use.

Guest:  Mark Meek brought brochures about the Relay for Life fundraiser for the American Cancer Society relay race, to be held this year at Milwaukie HS on July 11-12, 10am-10am.  15 to 18 teams run a 24-hour marathon relay to raise funds.  This information will be posted on our website if anyone is interested in running a 3 or 4 person team from the neighborhood.
No fire personnel were available.

Action: DA to request more attendance with CCFD#1.
Police Report: Jag, the Wonder Dog, and his human, Officer Scott Huteson, attended. Jag and Officer Huteson will be undergoing additional training beginning in April. The Chief would like to have a second dog trained up, also for patrol and tracking duties. Officer Huteson distributed a crime statistics report. 
Grants:  The Milwaukie HS Graduation Party paperwork has been completed and a check written. 
Jim Young from Meals on Wheels attended, and was advised that we have already approved $1,000 grant for this year’s donation to them. 

The Milwaukie Public Safety Foundation is still completing paperwork for the $500 K-9 grant.

Jeff Louden from HC Campbell PTA is working on the grant request for donation toward the cost of a reader board at the school.  It will probably be in the amount of $500.

The $500 grant for the PTA Carnival is awaiting completion of paperwork.

There was some discussion over the actual amount left but it was determined there is enough to set aside $3,000 for the park, and approximately $2500 still available after that is done.  

Parks Report:  Sarah Smith reported that the contractor has nearly completed the work on the park. A work party on February 28th planted 400 plants in the park.  The park remains closed until the grass has had more chance to root in, and for the play structure to be inspected.  But it will probably be opened before the end of March.  An official grand opening, with Metro, North Clackamas Park, City officials and neighbors invited, will be held on April 11th.    Action: Sarah Smith to send postcards out to all neighbors to announce the grand opening event.
Public Safety Advisory Committee Report: Dave Hedges reported that the Officer and Reserve Officer of the Year Award Dinner will be held at the Masonic Lodge on March 19th. Tickets are still available for $20 each. 
The Red Light project may not be able to proceed due to issues with ODOT over digging up the road to put in sensor pads. The cost for digging up the roads is considerable. But the contract with the photo radar company may require us to go forward. This issue is being examined. 
Campbell PTA: Tony Agoun, PTA President, attended and talked about the desire of the PTA to foster community connections. March 19th is Teacher’s Night @ McDonald’s, and some of the funds raised will go toward the school’s projects.  This year’s carnival is set for April 18th, with many sponsors, booths, games and prizes. May 1st is Community Service Day, and students and staff at the school are looking for community projects in which to participate.
Projects Update:
Railroad Avenue School Zone: The engineering staff has still not made a decision on the Railroad Avenue school zone lights. The Police Department has difficulty justifying the school zone, based on the lack of use by pedestrians. Neighbors are very unhappy that the engineering staff has put off dealing with this for two years now. Mr. Hedges suggested that the school zone signage across the city may not now comply with current requirements. This issue will be addressed at the next meeting when engineering staff are invited to attend the meeting. Action:  DA to raise the issue with urgency to engineering staff
There is federal stimulus money coming to Milwaukie for transportation related projects. Since the Transportation Plan already had a number of projects planned, two of the ones at the top of the list: Surface overlay on Linwood Street from Monroe to Railroad, and River Road from McLoughlin to city limits, as well as sidewalk improvements on Jackson Street at 21st will be paid for by stimulus money.  This will allow other projects to move up on the list and to be done sooner. If more stimulus money is given, a request was made for Railroad Avenue to be considered.  Action: DA to advise Planning of this request.
Other Business:
A neighbor commented that the US Postal Service blue mailboxes located near the corner of 42nd and King Road are very awkwardly placed.  You cannot pull up to them and drop post directly into them, and parking in the road or Safeway driveway to get out to drop in post by hand blocks traffic. 
Action:  DA to enquire at Post Office
Snow Storm Response by Public Works:  Following the January 20th report  to Council by Mike Clark and Paul Shirey of the Public Works Department’s plowing and treatment of the streets during the snow and ice storms,  Linda Hedges and others explained their disappointment with the city’s ability to respond to the snowstorm.  While understanding that they did as good a job as possible with the resources they had available, it was felt that this was still inadequate to the needs of citizens to be able to get out and about safely.  Action:  Linda Hedges to write letter to City Manager requesting attention to this matter
Linwood NDA Support Letter:
A copy of the letter written by Linwood’s NDA to County Commissioners, Oregon Institute of Technology and Clackamas Community College underlining the NDA’s vote for a real “no build” concept for the Harmony Road/Sunnybrook Projects. The HCNDA voted unanimously to approve a letter written in support of their perspective.  Action: Linda Hedges to draft letter
Next Meeting will be 7pm on April 13th.

Prepared by: Linda M Hedges

Approved:  David Aschenbrenner
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