Lake Road NDA Minutes for Sept. 8, 2010; approved Oct. 13, 2010

Location: Rowe Middle School

Meeting brought to order by chair Debby Patten at 6:33.

Secretary Phil Favorite read the minutes from the June meeting. The minutes were approved.

Milwaukie Police Chief Robert Jordan visited the group. He passed out crime statistics. He spoke to the group about an “exhaustive” traffic survey of Lake Road and reported that there is a fair amount of speeding, confirming the report of neighbors. He spoke of an armed robbery at the Mo Betta Deli (6110 S.E. King Road); he said of a photo of the perpetrator looks like a suspect who’s been hitting shops in Southeast Portland. Linwood School was place on lockdown while police investigated. A police dog tracked the suspect but lost the scent.

The chief reported a dead body was found on Southeast McLoughlin Boulevard near the train trestle in Milwaukie. The northbound lane was closed for about 90 minutes. Death was ruled a suicide.

Treasurer Kathy Buss gave a treasury report. She said we have just over $15,000 in our combined accounts. She said the city has changed its process for funding the NDAs, so all of our available funds were put in the accounts. Kathy said we should update our grant process; she passed out a copy of our current guidelines and suggested a few changes. Kathy also suggested that grantees be asked to report back to the group within 60 days regarding the grant. Neighbor Ron Silverman moved that the changes be adopted. The motion was voted on and approved.

Nicole West spoke to the group about “Walk Safely Milwaukie,” a new program set to take the place of the city’s traffic management program. She said the new program is designed to make neighborhood streets more livable and walkable, and that she will be the public’s point person for the program. She said the program is funded by the state’s gas tax funds, and will include $47,000 this year and $100,000 each of the next two years. She said she’s asking neighborhood associations to put together a walk safely report that can suggest and track projects and be added to on an ongoing basis. 

Ms. West said she’ll be presenting a workshop at the city’s November leadership meeting.

The four candidates for the two opening city council seats spoke to the group about their plans if they are elected. Chris Stark, running for Position 2, said he owns a family-run martial arts school in downtown Milwaukie. He said he’s looking to bridge the communication gap between city hall and the citizenry. He said the flexibility in his work schedule will allow him time to be fully involved in city council matters, and he said he recognizes there’s a lot of work to do.

Mike Miller, candidate for Position 4, said he is a retired school administrator who has lived in Milwaukie for 43 years. He’s been involved on riverfront, planning and budget committees. He called for a stronger voice for the citizens and the neighborhoods; he said there’s been a lot of attention paid to downtown matters but not for the rest of the city. He said he’s very concerned we don’t have enough park space. He said he’s very concerned about the arrival of light rail and how it will disrupt the schools and traffic on Lake Road.

David Hedges, candidate for Position 2, said he has lived in Milwaukie since 1996 after a career as a police officer in his native England, where he specialized in anti-terrorism. He is currently chair of the Milwaukie Public Safety Committee. He said if elected he’ll do everything he can to attend every NDA meeting, every month in hopes of offering direct communication to city hall. 

Russ Stoll, candidate for Position 2, has lived in Milwaukie since 2000 and is active in the Ardenwald neighborhood. He spoke of a the need to celebrate Milwaukie and raise its profile. He believes we should welcome light rail. He spoke of a need to revitalize downtown and to re-examine the regional plan to look for annexation opportunities. He said the city should re-examine its overall strategies to reduce the budget.

All the candidates took questions from the group and a lively discussion ensued.

Debby Patten reported from a recent light rail public hearing at city hall and said it “feels like a done deal.” A lively discussion ensued.

The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.
