Lake Road NDA Minutes for April 14, 2010; approved May 12, 2010
Location: Rowe Middle School

Meeting brought to order by chair Debby Patten at 6:36.

Secretary Phil Favorite read the minutes from the March meeting. The minutes were approved.

Milwaukie Police Chief Robert Jordan visited the group. He passed out crime statistics; he spoke to the group about a robbery at the local Albertsons. He said the perpetrator was targeting the pharmacy for oxycotin; he said this is a common problem and pharmacists do a good job of locking stuff up. No one was hurt; no one was in custody.

The chief said the department-sponsored prescription drug turn-in was wildly successful, keeping the drugs from being flushed and out of the hands of children. He said another is being planned for next year. Next up: a document shred to help prevent identity theft. No date has been set.

Chief Jordan said the department has received a complaint from the Immoveable Foundation Church about dog-walkers. He said the department would make some kind of effort to enforce the church’s rule prohibiting dogs from their property on Lake Road.

Treasurer Kathy Buss gave a treasury report. She said we are down to $160.74 in our checking account, but have $4,178.53 in the combined accounts. She said she wrote a check to the Milwaukie Museum, the Milwaukie Center and Meals-on-Wheels. 

Kathy reported from the recent city leadership meeting. She said a spokesperson from Clackamas Fire attended and spoke of a newsletter you can sign up for that Kathy recommends. She said Linda Hedges from the Hector Campbell neighborhood spoke to the group about citywide emergency preparedness. Kathy said LRNDA would need somebody to organize our efforts on that front.

Kathy said city official Gary Parkin spoke to leadership group about the city’s capital improvement plan, and said to see the city’s website for more information. Andy Parks, the city’s interim finance director, informed the group that the city failed to make a payment for events insurance of about $500. He also said the neighborhoods should be receiving a cost-of-living adjustment of about $100.

Kathy announced her intention to retire as treasurer, but said she’d continue in the role if neighbors can finish and install the new neighborhood sign by June 30.

Kathy said Milwaukie Museum had found the money to cover the costs of its fire-escape repair and offered to return the donated grant money. The group voted to let the museum keep the funds and use them as they see fit.

Robert Lowe and Mary Quick from OHSU spoke to the group about research being done on the best way to treat brain injuries. The hospital has started a new research study, ProTECT, designed to see if the hormone progesterone can reduce the amount of brain damage caused by traumatic injury. Mr. Lowe said the challenge is when people have brain injuries, they can’t consent to be studied. 

Mr. Lowe said progesterone has been shown to limit damage to the brain, but can cause liver damage, lead to cancers of the reproductive organs and increase the chance of blood clots in the legs. He said when patients are checked in at OHSU, their family will be contacted immediately for consent to be enrolled in the study. Mr. Lowe said there is a way to sign on to a “no study” registry to announce your intentions to opt out in advance.

Milwaukie police officer John Truong passed out information about the Boys & Girls Club in Sellwood and turned in a grant application for funds to help the club with new equipment and art supplies. He said right now 150 kids from Milwaukie are club members.

Neighbor Teresa Bresaw, representing the city planning commission, informed the group that Metro wants to reduce the minimum parking requirement for single-family homes, from two spots in front of the house to one. Debby Patten read a related message from Metro to the group. A lively discussion ensued.

Debby read general announcements.

City representative Beth Ragel spoke to the group about upcoming city-sponsored events.

The meeting adjourned at 8:04.
