Lake Road NDA Minutes for March 10, 2010; approved April 14, 2010

Location: Rowe Middle School

Meeting brought to order by chair Debby Patten at 6:31.

Secretary Phil Favorite read the minutes from the February meeting. The minutes were approved.

Milwaukie Police Chief Robert Jordan visited the group. He passed out crime statistics; there were no personal crimes (robberies, assaults, etc.) in the city in the past month.

The chief said a Milwaukie police detective was arrested for domestic violence. The incident revolved around the shared custody exchange of a 1-year-old. The Clackamas County Sheriff’s department handled the investigation. The detective was charged with a felony. If convicted, he’ll lose his job with the Milwaukie PD. If acquitted, the department will follow up with investigation regarding conduct.

Chief Jordan reported the opening of a local facility to house residents who had been convicted of crimes and acquitted for reasons of insanity. The facility holds eight residents who will have reason to conduct themselves in a manner that will allow them to stay at the facility. The police are prepared to respond quickly to incidents that may occur at the facility.

David Aschenbrenner from the Hector Campbell neighborhood spoke to the group about repairs needed at the Milwaukie Museum at Southeast 37th and Railroad avenues. He said the fire escape stairs are below code, and that a contractor has been hired to do the repairs. He said the cost is $7,000. He said the Museum is totally funded by donors. He asked for a contribution from the group to help cover the costs.

Claudia Steinberg from Tri-Met spoke to the group about the status of the light rail conceptual design report. She passed out the report and other information. Ms. Steinberg offered background about the project, using visuals to track the route from downtown to Milwaukie. She said more than 100 people attended a recent open house at Milwaukie High School. She showed a rendering of the proposed design for the station planned for Southeast 21st Avenue at Lake Road. She said the route will continue over Kellogg Creek and McLoughlin Boulevard and will terminate at Park Avenue. She said the plan still calls for a park and ride facility at Park Avenue.

Ms. Steinberg reminded the group about monthly meetings in Milwaukie at the Bridge City Church on Southeast Harrison. She said the staff would be addressing concerns about safety hazards, vibration, etc. She said it’s important to continue to express concerns about safety and security; she said TriMet has learned a lot from previous projects and now designs more with crime prevention in mind. She said neighbors can register for email updates on the project at www.trimet.org.

Mary Corgan spoke to the group about Relay for Life, the main local fundraising event for the American Cancer Society. She said the event is all volunteer run, and the funds raised go back into the local community for education, research and survivor support, and to give respect and honor to those who have lost their lives. She encouraged the group to form a relay team and to contribute to the fundraising. Ms. Corgan shared a video about the event. She said this year’s event is July 10-11 at Milwaukie High.

Neighbor Sharon Smith brought up the idea of organizing a spruce-up day for Century Park, to help promote the park and have neighbors take some ownership in the project. Sharon said she’ll follow up with Debby Patten to pick a day for clean up.

The group discussed making a contribution for the Milwaukie Museum repairs. Debby said she thinks it’s a worthwhile cause and suggested we donate $1,000. The group agreed. Treasurer Kathy Buss moved that we donate $1,000. It was seconded and approved.

Debby Patten read a letter from a Milwaukie resident expressing opposition to the Three Creeks expansion project. The group voted to have Debby send a letter opposing the expansion. 

Debby made general announcements. She read a letter from the Milwaukie High principal saying the school band can’t participate in the Milwaukie Daze Parade; she also read a letter from the Boys and Girls Club requesting money; she said she’ll ask them to make a presentation to the group.

The group voted to give $100 to the Milwaukie Center for it’s upcoming celebration. Neighbor Ron Silverman moved to give $500 to Meals on Wheels. It was seconded and approved. 

The group had a brief discussion about contacting Scott Webb for his help with making a new neighborhood sign.

Neighbor Cami Waner informed the group that Portland Waldorf School will host its annual MayFaire on Saturday, May 1. 

Neighbor Keena Hormel thanked the group for its support of a recent community event hosted by Rowe Middle School, where she is a teach.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:08 p.m.
