Lake Road NDA Minutes for February 10, 2010; amended and approved March 10, 2010

Location: Rowe Middle School

Meeting brought to order by chair Debby Patten at 6:30.

Secretary Phil Favorite read the minutes from the January meeting. The minutes were amended. The amended minutes were approved.

Milwaukie Police Chief Robert Jordan visited the group. He passed out crime statistics; there were three burglaries and one larceny in the area in the last month. Larceny was a theft out of vehicle, a laptop.
The chief said the department received 150 applications for an open position of line-level officer. He said this is good news; a competitive field bodes well for a strong hire. 

The chief said somebody from the neighborhood called to complain of cars veering into bike lanes to pass turning vehicles. The chief said the department writes a lot of citations on Lake Road. He said the police presence has been heavy on Lake, with the department putting an priority on school zone hours. He said the department has not been citing people for passing in bike lanes, but said he’d report back to patrols to have them begin citing people for that.

The chief spoke about an incident where a transient used a shot gun to shoot up a house on Elk Rock Island. The chief said he called a “code red” or “reverse 9-1-1” in which the department makes 50,000 phone calls in a minute to numbers within a 15-block radius of Elk Rock Island. Police advised residents to stay inside their homes. The department followed up with phone calls to let folks know the situation had been resolved. From the incident, the department learned not enough people had been contacted. The chief said the city’s website features a “code red” link for residents to submit phone numbers to be called during a code red. He said it’s important to get you number in the system.
Neighbor Vince Alvarez asked the chief about racing on Where Else Lane. The chief said speed detection machines are used at the request of the neighborhood district association. He said the department receives calls daily reporting hazardous driving. He said the response time by the department for such incidents is really good.

Coral Natta spoke to the group about the Milwaukie Arts Committee and its activities. She said the committee was established two years ago. The group meets the third Wednesday of every month at 5:30 p.m. at City Hall. She said the group spent a year developing goals and now has projects going. They’re working with Dark Horse comics on a special show, and also working on a garden space and sculpture garden for City Hall. These projects are backed by a $2,000 grant from the Clackamas County Art Alliance.

Ms. Natta said the group’s goals include involving children. The Dark Horse show will include participation by kids, and the Milwaukie High School Tech Cadre is working on the group’s website, artmob.net. She said the group adopted the moniker “artMOB,” which stands for “Art – Milwaukie on Board.” She passed out brochures with the group’s mission statement. She said the group seeks our support “vocally, financially and physically.” 

Mayor Jeremy Ferguson, in attendance, spoke as an advocate of artMOB and encouraged us to get involved. Ms. Natta said the group is partnering with the library for expanded use of the Pond House for art displays.
Laura Belmont of TRP, Transportation Reaching People, spoke about her group’s activities. She said it’s a largest volunteer organization in Oregon, providing transportation for people who have limited transportation options, from disabilities, old age, etc. The group helps folks acquire and access essentials, such as groceries or doctor appointments. Volunteers use their own vehicles to assist others. 

Ms. Belmont said demand for the group’s services has “gone through the roof” while volunteer numbers are going down, reaching a state of crisis. She said requests for rides are being turned down because of a lack of volunteers.
Ms. Belmont said there’s no set time for volunteers, and schedules can be flexible. She said a typical volunteer commitment would be one afternoon per month. She said the group’s objective is to help people maintain their independence and dignity. She asked the group to spread the word and passed out a signup sheet for folks wanting more information. She said her group is a nonprofit organization managed but not funded by Clackamas County. 

Chair Debby Patten spoke to the group about the “code red network,” reminding neighbors to register their phone numbers at the city website. She said you can also register in person at the Police Department, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

City representative Grady Wheeler said the city has given us the go ahead on installing a neighborhood sign at site of the beautification project at 32nd Avenue and Washington Street. Neighbors Ron Silverman and Vincent Alvarez will get a bid from Scott Webb, the same guy who made the recently installed sign on Lake Road.

Debby Patten made general announcements.

Neighbor Mike Miller informed the group that North Clackamas Schools has pulled its building permit and suspended plans for onsite construction at the building on Lake at Freeman. He also said neighbors remain concerned about the planned zoning change on the lots at SE Bowman and Brae. 

Mayor Ferguson made some general announcements. He said Pat Duval has been named interim city manager. The mayor answered questions and received feedback from the group.

Treasurer Kathy Buss gave a treasury report. She said the group gave $1,000 the community night hosted by Rowe, scheduled for March 2.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:32.
