Lake Road NDA Minutes for January 9, 2009; amended and approved February 10, 2010

Location: Rowe Middle School

Meeting brought to order by chair Debby Patten at 6:31.

Secretary Phil Favorite read the minutes from the December meeting. The minutes were approved.

Treasurer Kathy Buss gave a treasury report. She said the group spent $831.80 on labor and materials for the beautification project at 32nd and Washington. The group also spent $63.94 for the December potluck. The new account balance is $6,113.89. Kathy reported that a grant application from the Milwaukie High Grad Party had not yet been received.

Garry Kryszak, capital projects manager for North Clackamas Schools, spoke to the group about the proposed addition to the NC12 building on Lake Road at Freeman. Mr. Kryszak said plan had changed since his visit in December; the plan now calls for a permanent structure to be built behind the current building; a single, on-site constructed building instead of two modular units. He said the single building allows for a smaller footprint and is 15-feet further from neighbors. He said the group is preparing a presentation for the city’s Planning Commission. 

Mr. Krysak used some visuals to illustrate what the project will look like. He said it will cost about $200,000 more to build the site-built building than to bring in the fre-fabricated modulars. He said the building is slightly taller than the modulars, but will sit lower. He said the project doesn’t feature any specific environmentally friendly measures, but “we will use green practices as much as is practical. Things like energy-efficiency. But not to a LEED level.” He said an arborist is not recommending the saving of the two sweetgum trees that are jeopardized by the project. A lively discussion ensued. Mr. Krysak said he would bring our concerns back to the planning group.

Milwaukie Police Chief Bob Jordan stopped by to speak to the group. He passed out sheets with crime statics, and noted the increase in larceny around the recently passed holiday season. He offered an update regarding department personnel, including:

1. A patrol officer was being promoted to sergeant, to replace the sergeant who was recenty dismissed from the force. 2. There’s now an opening for a position as patrol officer. 3. There’s now an opening for police records clerk, since neighbor Carla Bantz was promoted to court clerk.
Chief Jordan gave details from a report in The Oregonian about a case of sexual assault by a Milwaukie man who abused his 12-year-old biological daugther. When the man found out the police were looking for him, he fled with the girl and made himself difficult to find. Police issued an amber alert and used cell phone tracking technology to find him in the Myrtle Creek area. The girl has been recovered and the man, in court, received the longest sentence ever handed out in Clackamas County.

Chief Jordan also said police arrested a man for cutting and super-glueing women’s hair on Tri-Met busses which run between Milwaukie and downtown Portland. He was charged with assault.

Chief Jordan spoke about the upcoming officer of the year dinner, scheduled for March 19. He said there will be a few changes this year. The event is being sponsored and hosted by the American Legion, and the event will be held at their facility. Also to be honored this year are reserve officer of the year and cadet of the year.

The Chief said the police department is partnering with Milwaukie High School and Rowe Middle School to educate parents on safety revolving around teens and social networking, helping kids understand the dangers they face in trusting adult relationships. An event was scheduled for Feb. 8 with a teen psychologist and FBI expert on internet predatory practices would be on hand to speak to parents. 

City representative Grady Wheeler spoke the group regarding a vote, being held in the city council chambers simultaneously to our meeting, to decide if City Manager Mike Swanson’s contract would be renewed. He said an “extended search” for a new city manager can be expected. 

Grady said the city’s engineering and planning departments agree a sign for the 32nd and Washington site would be fine; he said he’d follow up on the topic at a later meeting.

Chair Debby Patten read general announcements.

Neighbor Susanna Pai reported back from the city council chambers saying Mike Swanson’s contract would not be renewed. She said Mayor Jeremy Ferguson made a statement that he was not satisfied with Mr. Swanson’s performance. She said only council person Debra Barnes voted to renew the contract, saying Swanson should have been given a better opportunity to improve his performance. She said Ms. Barnes also pointed out the bad timing of the move, since the position of city financial director remains empty. Susanna reports that city development office head Kenny Asher will represent the city in its ongoing negotiations with the county over the sewer rate.

Susanna spoke to the group about the officer of the year dinner, and said the city safety committee is asking for $200 from each neighborhood association to support the event. Susanna presented a letter and grant application. A motion was made to approve the $200 request. The motion was seconded and approved.

Neighbor Keena Hormel, a teacher at Rowe, spoke to the group about two upcoming community nights. One in March will celebrate literacy. A second in May will celebrate arts and culture. She said students will be doing massive volunteer hours in May as part of their community service mission. She requested a grant of $1,000 for the school’s literacy campaign. A motion was made to approve the request; it was seconded and approved.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

