
Proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment 

Underline/Strikeout Amendments  

Comprehensive Plan 

CHAPTER 4 — LAND USE 

RESIDENTIAL LAND USE AND HOUSING ELEMENT 

OBJECTIVE #2 — RESIDENTIAL LAND USE: DENSITY AND LOCATION 

To locate higher density residential uses so that the concentration of people will help to support 
public transportation services and major commercial centers and foster implementation of the 
Town Center Master Plan. 

Policies 

1. Residential densities will be based on the following net* density ranges: 

Low Density (Zones R-10, R-7) - up to 6.2 units per net acre 

Moderate Density (Zone R-5) - 6.3 to 8.7 units per net acre 

Medium Density (Zones R-3, R-2.5, R-2) - 8.8 to 21.1 units per net acre 

High Density (Zones R-1, R-1-B) - 21.2 to 24.0 units per net acre 

Town Center: Downtown Residential Transition Area (Zone DR) - 10 to 40 units per net 
acre 

Town Center: Downtown Residential Downtown Mixed Use Zone (Zone DMU) Outside of 
Transition Area (Zone DR) - 10 to 40+ units per net acre 

Town Center: Outside of Downtown (Zone R-O-C) - 25 to 50 units per net acre 
*In calculating buildable lands, density standards will be applied to net parcel areas to determine the maximum 
number of dwelling units allowed. Gross site area will be reduced to net site area according to the following 
schedule: 

• Areas one acre or larger will be reduced by twenty percent (20%) for the purposes of 
right-of-way dedication. 

• Areas greater than 3/8 of an acre and less than one acre will be reduced by ten percent 
(10%) for the purposes of right-of-way dedication. Areas less than or equal to 3/8 of an 
acre (16,335 s.f.) are assumed to be platted and receive zero reduction for right-of-way. 

 
7. Town Center Areas will be designated based on the following policies: 

a. Town Center areas Regional Plan Areas are those sites identified within the subareas 
depicted on the Subareas Map in the Town Center Master Plan as suitable for 
redevelopment. Within the Town Center areas designated on Map 7, mixed-use 
development combining residential high density housing with retail, service 
commercial, and/or offices is encouraged. This is intended to foster a Town Center 
environment in accordance with the Town Center Master Plan. 

b. A mixed use zone will be applied to designated Town Center Areas as an interim tool 
to implement the Town Center Master Plan. 
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cb. The Downtown and Riverfront Land Use Framework Plan and the Downtown Mixed 
Use Zone shall implement Subarea 1 of the Town Center Master Plan. specific 
implementing zones shall replace the Mixed Use Zone for Subarea 1 of the Town 
Center Master Plan. Specific ratios of retail and office to residential shall be specified 
by the interim Mixed Use Zone. 

dc. Outside of the Downtown and Riverfront Land Use Framework Plan area, the 
Residential-Office-Commercial (R-O-C) Zone is the most appropriate zone for the 
Town Center Area. 

ed. The Town Center Area shall be served by multimodal transportation options; therefore, 
on-street parking, shared parking, and enclosed parking are the most appropriate 
parking options in the Town Center Area. Off-street surface parking is to be 
discouraged. 

fe.  A variety of higher density housing is desired in a designated Town Center Area, and 
the City shall work cooperatively with the private sector to provide a diverse range of 
affordable housing. 

gf. Residential densities in the Downtown Mixed Use Zone are in the range of 10 to 40+ 
dwelling units per net acre. Residential Transition Area are in the range of 10 to 40 
units per net acre, and 40+ units per acre outside of the Transition Area. Residential 
densities in the portion of the Town Center outside of Downtown are in the range of 25 
to 50 units per net acre. 
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ECONOMIC BASE AND INDUSTRIAL/ COMMERCIAL LAND USE ELEMENT 
GOAL STATEMENT: To continue to support and encourage the development of a broad 
industrial base in the City, and to encourage the expansion of service facilities in the community. 

OBJECTIVE #6 — COMMERCIAL LAND USE 

To encourage new commercial uses to locate within designated commercial areas of the City, in 
order to take maximum advantage of existing access and public facilities serving these areas. 

Planning Concepts 

Commercial land use policies are based on the assumption that most comparison goods 
purchases will be made at major regional shopping centers, day-to-day shopping needs will be 
met by local shopping centers, and that small convenience commercial centers will provide for 
frequent, one-stop shopping needs. For the purpose of categorizing and establishing 
commercial centers in Milwaukie, the following types of centers are defined: 

• Regional Shopping Centers - A major commercial facility serving about 250,000 people 
primarily for comparison shopping for clothes, household goods and furniture. Examples 
include Lloyd Center, Washington Square, Downtown Portland and Clackamas Town 
Center. None are currently located within Milwaukie. 

• Community Center - A commercial shopping center providing limited comparison shopping 
and day-to-day shopping serving (generally) 90,000 people on 15-30 acres, and containing 
at least 200,000 square feet of leasable space. The center should contain a department 
store (soft goods/clothing), a drug/variety or discount store, a supermarket, retail shops, 
and related uses. The City currently has one site, the Milwaukie Marketplace, located at 
Hwy. 224 and Oak St. 

• District Center - A commercial site or area serving 6,000-10,000 people on 5-15 acres for 
regular shopping needs. A district center would likely contain a supermarket, drug and 
variety store, bank, gas station, etc. Examples include Safeway/King Road shopping center, 
Food Warehouse, S.E. 82nd Avenue/King Road, the Oak Grove Fred Meyer, and the 
Wichita Town Center. 

• Local Convenience Center - A commercial facility to provide for frequent, convenient 
shopping needs. Local convenience centers serve from 2,000-4,000 people on 1/4 to 1/2 
acre individual sites or may be adjacent in a strip. Typical uses may include a quick-stop 
grocery, laundry, fast-food restaurant, etc. The business at the intersection of Linwood and 
Harmony Road is an example. 

• Highway Oriented Center - A commercial node or strip development dependent upon street 
traffic for business. Highway oriented centers are normally located along freeways or 
expressways at interchanges or along major or minor arterials and are generally service-
oriented, providing for limited needs of nearby residents or people driving through the area. 
Examples include portions of McLoughlin Boulevard outside downtown and Harrison St. at 
Hwy. 224. 

• Town Center Areas - The downtown Milwaukie area is a unique mixed-use and commercial 
center. This area is designated as a Town Center by the Metro 2040 Growth Concept. It 
provides area-wide services as well as limited neighborhood services. Commercial uses are 
primarily office, service, and retail, providing financial, personal, and business services, 
governmental and cultural services. The emphasis is on creating a compact mixed-use 
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environment with pedestrian amenities and high quality transit service and multimodal 
street networks. 

Policies 

1. New commercial developments or redevelopments shall be located in designated areas 
unless expansion or creation of a new commercial designated area is justified as per Policy 
2, below. 

2. Expansion or creation of commercial designated areas will be evaluated against the 
following criteria: (a) those having an historical commitment to commercial use, (b) access 
to a transportation network appropriate for the scale of development proposed, (c) 
significant traffic increase shall not result on streets of collector or less status serving low 
density residential areas, (d) that no more suitable location(s) exist within the City for this 
designation, (e) that zoning allowed by the designation is compatible with adjacent uses, 
and (f) compliance with all applicable Plan policies, including the Town Center Master Plan. 
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