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March 16, 2010 
 
 
William Geister 
12751 SE Boss Lane 
Milwaukie, OR 97222 
 
RE:  Land Use File #CSU-10-04 - Milwaukie Presbyterian Church (2416 SE Lake Rd) 
– modification to allow temporary housing for homeless families 
 
Dear Mr. Geister, 
 
 
This letter is to document the approval, with conditions, for the Milwaukie Presbyterian 
Church at 2416 SE Lake Road to house homeless families on a temporary basis. The 
application and materials describing the program were submitted to the City of Milwaukie 
on February 24, 2010. The Milwaukie Presbyterian Church (the church) is a Community 
Service Use (CSU) per Milwaukie Municipal Code (MMC) 19.321. The Planning Director 
is authorized to approve minor modifications to an existing CSU if the modification meets 
the following criteria. 
 
1) Does not increase the intensity of any use 
 

The proposal is to allow up to two families to stay at the church. The stays will 
last one week at the church before the families move on to another church in the 
region. The temporary housing is available between the hours of 5:30 PM to 8 
AM. The proposed temporary housing function is limited in the number of people 
and the time spent at the church. It is not an intensification of use beyond the 
normal functions of the church. 

 
2) Meets all requirements of the underlying zone relating to building size and location 
and off-street parking and the standards of Title 19; 
 

The proposal for temporarily housing homeless families does not include 
significant physical changes to the site. Some modifications to the existing 
structure may be made to meet state fire code requirements. No additions or 
extensions of the existing building are proposed. The existing parking area will 
accommodate any parking demand generated by the proposed use. 

 
3) Does not result in deterioration or loss of any protected natural feature or open space, 
and does not negatively affect nearby properties; 
 

Since the use is internal to the site and does not involve exterior changes to the 
building, the proposal does not affect any natural feature or open space on the 
site. The temporary housing will not negatively affect nearby properties. There 
would be a small number of visitors to the property and the duration of their stay 



0

is short. The structure is set back far enough from surrounding sites that is
should have no impact on surrounding properties.

4) Does not alter or contravene any conditions specifically placed on the development by
the Planning Commission or City Council; and

The following land use approvals have been found for the Milwaukie
Presbyterian Church:

o c-I 980-05 — establishment of a day care center in the existing
church facility

o cSO-I989-03 — approval to construct an addition the church
facility

o NR-2002-0I — natural resource review for construction of a new
elevator external to the existing structure.

There are no conditions from any of these approvals that would be contravened
by the proposed use.

5) Does not cause any public facility, including transportation, water, sewer and storm
drainage, to fail to meet any applicable standards relating to adequacy of the public
facility.

The proposed use does not require any public facility improvements. The
activities that will take place at the church are sleeping and meal preparation.
Showers and laundry for families staying at the church will be provided off-site.

The proposal meets the applicable criteria for a minor modification, and is approved
subject to the following conditions:

1) The program operates in a manner substantially consistent with the proposal
submitted to the City of Milwaukie.

2) The facility operates in compliance with state building and fire code requirements,
including the enclosed Oregon Fire Code interpretation regarding temporary shelters.

3) This approval is granted for the calendar year 2010. The approval may be renewed in
subsequent years after review by the Planning Director for compliance with this initial
approval.

Enc: Oregon Fire Code Technical Advisory 09-03








