
 

PROPOSED CODE AMENDMENTS RELATED TO RETIREMENT OF  
THE DESIGN AND LANDMARKS COMMITTEE (DLC) 

(strikeout/underline version) 

TITLE 2  ADMINISTRATION AND PERSONNEL 

CHAPTER 2.10  BOARDS, COMMITTEES, AND COMMISSIONS GENERALLY 

SECTION 2.10.010  APPLICABILITY 

This chapter applies to all City boards, commissions, and committees unless mandated otherwise 
by State statute or City ordinance, including but not limited to the following boards, commissions, 
and committees: 

A. Budget Committee (ORS 294.336 and MMC 2.14, exclusive from monthly meetings); 

B. Center/Community Advisory Board (MMC 2.20 and IGA); 

C. Citizens Utility Advisory Board (MMC 2.11); 

D. Design and Landmarks Committee (MMC 2.18); 

E.D. Library Board (ORS 357.400 to 357.621 and MMC 2.28); 

F.E. Park and Recreation Board (MMC 2.12); 

G.F. Planning Commission (ORS 227.010—227.030 and MMC 2.16); 

H.G. Public Safety Advisory Committee (MMC 2.24); and 

I.H. Milwaukie Arts Committee (MMC 2.17).  

CHAPTER 2.16  PLANNING COMMISSION 

SECTION 2.16.010  ESTABLISHED—PURPOSE 

B. Coordination with the Design and Landmarks Committee 

The Planning Commission shall meet at least twice annually with the Design and Landmarks 
Committee for reviewing prospective work program tasks related to urban design, 
architecture and design guidelines, historic preservation, and other areas of responsibility 
assigned to the Committee in Section 2.18.010.A.  

CHAPTER 2.17  MILWAUKIE ARTS COMMITTEE 

SECTION 2.17.010  ESTABLISHMENT 

There is created a Milwaukie Arts Committee whose duties and responsibilities shall be are as 
follows: 

A. Support and promote the arts, artists, and art education within the Milwaukie area; 

B. Work cooperatively with other community groups and sources including, but not restricted to, 
Milwaukie’s neighborhood district associations, Design and Landmarks Committee, North 
Clackamas School District, North Clackamas Parks and Recreation District, Clackamas Arts 
Action Alliance, New Century Players, Portland Waldorf and other schools in and around 
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Milwaukie, Ledding Library, local businesses, area arts guilds and other groups already 
existing, or hereafter established, to promote the arts in the community.  

CHAPTER 2.18  DESIGN AND LANDMARKS COMMITTEE [reserve chapter number for future 
use] 

SECTION 2.18.010  ESTABLISHED—PURPOSE, APPOINTMENT AND COMPOSITION, 
COORDINATION WITH PLANNING COMMISSION 

A. The Design and Landmarks Committee is established to advise the Planning Commission on 
all matters specified in Sections 2.16.010.A.9 through 2.16.010.A.12. 

B. Appointment and Composition 

The Design and Landmarks Committee shall have five (5) members appointed by the City 
Council for two (2) year terms. The Council shall have discretion to reappoint or remove 
Committee members. One (1) Committee member shall have demonstrated special interest, 
experience, training, or knowledge in the field of historic preservation or history.  One (1) 
Committee member shall have demonstrated special interest, experience, training, or 
knowledge in the field of architecture, planning, landscape design, or similar field. 

C. Annual Meetings 

The Design and Landmarks Committee shall meet with the Planning Commission in 
accordance with Section 2.16.010.B. 

D. Review and recommend appropriate design guidelines and design review processes and 
procedures to the City Council. 

E. Any other duties assigned by the City Council. 

 

TITLE 14  SIGNS 

CHAPTER 14.04  GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SECTION 14.04.030  DEFINITIONS 

Sign, Nonconforming. “Nonconforming sign” means a sign that complied with applicable standards 
when created or modified but which does not comply with existing standards. Signs that did not 
require Planning Commission or Design and Landmarks Committee approval when created shall 
will not be considered nonconforming if approval from these bodies that body is currently required. 

CHAPTER 14.16  SIGN DISTRICTS 

SECTION 14.16.060  DOWNTOWN ZONES 

H. Illumination 

Illuminated signs may be permitted subject to the following: 

1. Signs with opaque letters or symbols that are backlit, having a light source behind the 
opaque area and not directly visible from in front of the sign, are permitted. 
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2. Par spot or reflective-type bulbs may be used for indirect illumination of the display 
surface if properly shielded from direct glare onto streets. 

3. Awning signs shall must not be internally illuminated. Features on an awning sign may 
be externally illuminated subject to review by the Design and Landmarks Committee, per 
Section 19.1011 Design Review Meetings, and approval by the Planning Commission, 
per Section 19.1006 Type III Review, according to the following criteria: 

a. Sign lighting should be designed as an integral component of the building and sign 
composition. 

b. Sign lighting should be designed primarily for the enhancement of the pedestrian 
environment along adjacent streets and open spaces. 

c. Lighting should contribute to a sign that is architecturally compatible with the 
character of the area. 

4. Sign illumination shall must be directed away from, and not be reflected upon, adjacent 
premises. 

5. Internally illuminated cabinet signs are discouraged in the downtown zones. Internal 
illumination of cabinet signs may be permitted subject to review by the Design and 
Landmarks Committee, per Section 19.1011 Design Review Meetings, and approval by 
the Planning Commission, per Section 19.1006 Type III Review, according to the 
following criteria: 

a. The sign should be a unique design that responds to the Milwaukie Downtown 
Design Guidelines downtown design guidelines in Subsection 19.508.4. 

b. The sign copy should be lighter than the sign background. 

c. The sign background should use a predominance of dark color or be opaque when 
the light source is on. 

CHAPTER 14.32  ADJUSTMENTS 

SECTION 14.32.010  AUTHORIZATION TO GRANT OR DENY ADJUSTMENTS 

A. The Planning Commission may authorize adjustments to the requirements of this chapter per 
Section 19.1006 Type III Review where it can be shown that, owing to special and unusual 
circumstances related to a specific piece of property, strict application of this chapter would 
cause an undue or unnecessary hardship. The cost of meeting the standard shall will not be 
a basis for granting an adjustment. In granting an adjustment, the Planning Commission, in 
addition to the time limitations of Section 14.32.040, may attach conditions which it finds 
necessary to protect the welfare of the City and otherwise achieve the purposes of this 
chapter. 

B. The Design and Landmarks Committee shall hold a public meeting and prepare a report for 
adjustment applications that require Planning Commission review per Section 19.1011 
Design Review Meetings. The Planning Commission shall consider the findings and 
recommendations contained in the report during the public hearing on the proposal. 

C.B. Adjustments may be granted where it can be shown that there are special and unusual 
circumstances related to the specific property or sign, the adjustment is consistent with the 
guiding principles of the Downtown Design Guidelines downtown design guidelines in 
Subsection 19.508.4, and the adjustment meets either of the following criteria: 
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1. Strict application of this chapter would cause an undue or unnecessary hardship. The 
cost of meeting the standard shall does not constitute a hardship; or 

2. The adjustment serves to protect or enhance significant features such as, but not limited 
to, trees, historic or culturally significant buildings, or landmark signs. 

In granting an adjustment, the Planning Commission, in addition to the time limitations of Section 
14.32.040, may attach conditions which it finds necessary to protect the welfare of the City and 
otherwise achieve the purposes of this chapter. 

 

TITLE 19  ZONING 

CHAPTER 19.400  OVERLAY ZONES AND SPECIAL AREAS 

SECTION 19.401  WILLAMETTE GREENWAY ZONE WG 

Subsection 19.401.6  Criteria 

The following shall will be taken into account in the consideration of a conditional use: 

A. Whether the land to be developed has been committed to an urban use, as defined under 
the State Willamette River Greenway Plan; 

B. Compatibility with the scenic, natural, historic, economic, and recreational character of the 
river; 

C. Protection of views both toward and away from the river; 

D. Landscaping, aesthetic enhancement, open space, and vegetation between the activity and 
the river, to the maximum extent practicable; 

E. Public access to and along the river, to the greatest possible degree, by appropriate legal 
means; 

F. Emphasis on water-oriented and recreational uses; 

G. Maintain Maintenance of or increase in views between the Willamette River and downtown; 

H. Protection of the natural environment according to regulations in Section 19.402; 

I. Advice and recommendations of the Design and Landmark Committee, as appropriate; 

J.I. Conformance to applicable Comprehensive Plan policies; 

K.J. The request is consistent with applicable plans and programs of the Division of State Lands; 

L.K. A vegetation buffer plan meeting the conditions of Subsections 19.401.8.A through C. 

CHAPTER 19.900  LAND USE APPLICATIONS 

SECTION 19.907  DOWNTOWN DESIGN REVIEW 

Subsection 19.907.3  Review Process 

B. Review Types 

To achieve the purpose of the downtown design standards and guidelines, there are three 
downtown design review processes through which to apply for approval: 
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1. Type I 

The ministerial review track provides for a Type I review process pursuant to Section 
19.1004 using the design standards in Section 19.508. 

2. Type II 

The administrative review track provides for a Type II process pursuant to Section 
19.1005 that requires staff review utilizing the design standards and applicable 
guidelines in Section 19.508.  

3. Type III 

The discretionary review track provides for a Type III review process pursuant to Section 
19.1006, through which the Design and Landmarks Committee and Planning 
Commission determines compliance with the downtown design guidelines in Section 
19.508. 

Subsection 19.907.6  Report and Recommendation by Design and Landmarks Committee 

The Design and Landmarks Committee will hold a public meeting and prepare a downtown design 
review report for Type III applications pursuant to Section 19.1011. The Planning Commission 
shall consider the findings and recommendations contained in the downtown design review report 
during a public hearing on the proposal. 

Subsection 19.907.76  Variances 

A. Variances cannot be granted for the downtown design standards of Section 19.508. 
Applications unable to meet one or more standards must meet the applicable downtown 
design guideline(s) in Subsection 19.508.4 instead and use the Type III discretionary 
downtown design review process. 

B. Variances can be granted for the downtown development standards of Section 19.304 
unless otherwise specified, through the variance review process in Section 19.911. 

 

SECTION 19.911  VARIANCES 

Subsection 19.911.6  Building Height Variance in the Downtown Mixed Use Zone 

C. Review Process 

The building height variance shall will be subject to Type III review and approval by the 
Design and Landmarks Committee and the Planning Commission, in accordance with 
Chapter 19.907 and Section 19.1011. The building height variance shall will be consolidated 
with downtown design review. 

1. Because the building height variance provides substantial flexibility and discretion, 
additional time will may be required for public input and technical evaluation of the 
proposal. To use this option, the applicant shall will sign a waiver of the 120-day 
decision requirement. 

2. The applicant may request design advice from the Design and Landmarks Committee 
prior to submitting an application. Design advice requests provide the opportunity to 
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assess approval potential prior to committing excessive time or money to detailed 
design plans. 

3. Design advice requests may not be made for a specific project or site with an active land 
use review application. 

4.2. A special application fee may be required to use this Type III option to allow the City to 
contract with a registered architect to assist in the review of the height variance 
application. 

CHAPTER 19.1000  REVIEW PROCEDURES 

SECTION 19.1005  TYPE II REVIEW 

Subsection 19.1005.3  Type II Public Notice 

A. Referral 

Within 7 days after the application has been deemed complete, the City shall will provide a 
copy of all application materials to the parties listed below for their review and comment. If no 
comments are received within 14 days from the date of referral, the City will presume that no 
comments will be submitted. 

1. Any City-recognized neighborhood district association whose boundaries include the 
subject property or are within 300 ft of the subject property. 

2.    The Design and Landmarks Committee for applications in downtown zones or involving 
a designated historic resource. 

3.2. Affected City departments and any governmental agency that is entitled to notice by the 
municipal code. 

 

SECTION 19.1006  TYPE III REVIEW 

Type III applications are quasi-judicial in nature and are subject to approval criteria that require the 
exercise of discretion and judgment and about which there may be broad public interest. Impacts 
may be significant and development issues complex. Extensive conditions of approval may be 
imposed to mitigate impacts or ensure compliance with applicable approval criteria and 
development standards. The review process requires notice to nearby property owners and at 
least one public hearing before the Planning Commission. 

When the Design and Landmarks Committee is required to conduct a design review meeting for 
applications in the downtown zones per Section 19.907, the design review meeting shall be in 
addition to the public hearing before the Planning Commission. The procedures for a design 
review meeting are contained in Section 19.1011. 

Subsection 19.1006.3  Type III Public Notice 

C. Referral 

Within 7 days after the application has been deemed complete, the City shall will provide a 
copy of all application materials to the parties listed below for their review and comment. If no 
comments are received within 14 days from the date of the referral, the City will presume that 
no comments will be submitted. 
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1. Any City-recognized neighborhood district association whose boundaries include the 
subject property or are within 300 ft of the subject property. 

2. The Design and Landmarks Committee for applications in downtown zones or involving 
a designated historic resource. 

3.2. Affected City departments and any governmental agency that is entitled to notice by the 
municipal code. 

 

SECTION 19.1007  TYPE IV REVIEW 

Subsection 19.1007.3  Type IV Public Notice 

C. Referral 

Within 7 days after the application has been deemed complete, the City shall will provide a 
copy of all application materials to the parties listed below for their review and comment. If no 
comments are received within 14 days from the date of the referral, the City will presume that 
no comments will be submitted. 

1. Any City-recognized neighborhood district association whose boundaries include the 
subject property or are within 400 ft of the subject property. 

2. The Design and Landmarks Committee for applications in downtown zones or involving 
a designated historic resource. 

3.2. Affected City departments and any governmental agency that is entitled to notice by the 
municipal code. 

 

SECTION 19.1010  APPEALS 

Subsection 19.1010.6  Specific Provisions for Appeal of a Type III Decision 

A. A Type III decision may be appealed by the applicant, applicant’s representative, or any 
other person or organization who participated in the original decision by providing either 
testimony or evidence on the record leading to the decision by the review authority. 

B. At least 20 days prior to the appeal hearing, the City shall will mail written notice of the 
appeal hearing to all parties who were entitled to Type III public notice per Subsection 
19.1006.3.D.1, interested persons, the appellant(s), and Planning Commission, and Design 
and Landmarks Committee if they made a recommendation on the initial land use 
application. 

 

SECTION 19.1011  DESIGN REVIEW MEETINGS 

The Design and Landmarks Committee shall conduct a design review meeting when required by 
Section 19.907 for applications in the downtown zones. The meeting shall occur prior to the initial 
Planning Commission hearing on the application. Design review meetings provide an opportunity 
for the Design and Landmarks Committee to hear public comment, evaluate the proposal against 
relevant approval criteria, and vote on a recommendation to forward to the Planning Commission. 

Subsection 19.1011.1  Responsibility of City for Design Review Meetings 

The City shall: 
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A. Schedule land use applications for design review before the Design and Landmarks 
Committee at the earliest available scheduled meeting. If the Design and Landmarks 
Committee is unable to schedule a design review meeting with sufficient time for the 
Planning Commission to hold a public hearing in compliance with the 120-day decision 
requirement (or within 100 days for a project meeting all provisions of ORS 197.311), one of 
the following shall occur: 

1. The applicant may extend the 120-day decision requirement (or the 100-day decision 
requirement for a project meeting all provisions of ORS 197.311) per Subsection 
19.1001.7.C in order to accommodate Design and Landmarks Committee review of the 
application. 

2. If the applicant does not extend the 120-day decision requirement (or the 100-day 
decision requirement for a project meeting all provisions of ORS 197.311), the Planning 
Director shall prepare the design review recommendation in lieu of the Design and 
Landmarks Committee. The Planning Director’s recommendation shall satisfy the 
requirement of Subsection 19.907.6. 

B. Provide public notice of the design review meeting per Subsections 19.1011.2.A-C below. 

C. Prepare minutes for the design review meeting that include the Design and Landmarks 
Committee recommendation and the reasons for the recommendation. 

Subsection 19.1011.2  Design Review Meeting Notice Requirements 

A. When a design review meeting is required by Section 19.907, the City shall mail written 
notice of the design review meeting at least 10 days prior to the meeting. The written notice 
shall be mailed to: 

1. The applicant and/or applicant’s authorized representative. 

2. The owner(s) of record of the subject property. 

3. Owners of record of properties located within 300 ft of the perimeter of the subject 
property. 

4. Any City-recognized neighborhood district association whose boundaries include the 
subject property or are within 300 ft of the subject property. 

B. The mailed public notice shall meet the requirements of Subsection 19.1006.3.D.2. 

C. At least 5 days prior to the design review meeting, notice of the application shall be posted 
on the subject property by the applicant and shall remain posted continuously until the 
meeting. Sign notice shall meet the requirements of Subsection 19.1001.6.C.1.b. 

Subsection 19.1011.3  Rules of Procedure 

A. Design review meetings shall be conducted in accordance with the bylaws and rules of 
procedure adopted for the Design and Landmarks Committee by City Council. Additionally, 
the provisions in Subsections 19.1011.4-11 below apply to all design review meetings. 

B. At the commencement of a design review meeting, a statement shall be made to those in 
attendance that: 

1. Lists the applicable approval criteria. 
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2. States that public comment must be directed toward the applicable approval criteria or 
other criteria in the Zoning Ordinance or Comprehensive Plan that the person 
commenting believes is applicable to the proposal. 

C. The design review meeting is not a public hearing, but shall be organized in the following 
manner: 

1. The applicant shall have an opportunity to make a presentation on the application. 

2. The public shall be allowed to comment on the application. 

3. The Design and Landmarks Committee shall deliberate on the application and 
presentation and shall make findings and a recommendation on the application per 
Subsection 19.1011.10. 

D. An abstaining or disqualified member of the committee shall be counted for purposes of 
forming a quorum. If all members of the committee abstain or are disqualified, the Planning 
Director shall prepare the design review recommendation in lieu of the Design and 
Landmarks Committee. The Planning Director’s recommendation shall satisfy the 
requirement of Subsection 19.907.6. 

Subsection 19.1011.4  Challenges to Impartiality 

A. A meeting participant may challenge the qualifications of a member of the committee to 
participate in the recommendation. The challenge shall state the facts relied upon by the 
challenger relating to a person’s bias, prejudgment, personal interest, or other facts from 
which the challenger has concluded that the member of the committee cannot participate in 
an impartial manner. 

B. The challenged person shall have an opportunity to respond to the challenge. The challenge 
and any response to the challenge shall be incorporated into the record of the meeting. 

Subsection 19.1011.5  Financial Interests and Conflicts of Interest 

An employee or elected or appointed official of the City who has a direct or substantial financial 
interest in a proposal may not give an official opinion to the hearing body on the proposal. An 
elected or appointed official of the City who has a conflict of interest shall refrain from participating 
as a public official in any discussion or debate on the proposal out of which the actual conflict 
arises or from voting on the proposal per ORS 244. 

Subsection 19.1011.6  Ex Parte Contacts 

Committee members shall reveal any relevant premeeting or ex parte contacts at the 
commencement of the design review meeting. If such contacts have impaired the member’s 
impartiality or ability to vote on the proposal, the member shall so state and shall abstain from 
voting. In addition, parties who had the communication with the member have the right to rebut the 
substance of the communication at the commencement of the meeting on the proposal. 

Subsection 19.1011.7  Disqualification 

Disqualification for reasons other than the member’s own judgment may be ordered by a majority 
of the members of the committee who are present and voting. The member who is the subject of 
the motion for disqualification may not vote on the motion. 

Subsection 19.1011.8  Burden and Nature of Proof 

The applicant shall bear the burden of proof and persuasion that the proposal complies with all 
applicable approval criteria and development standards. The applicant and any opponents may 
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submit a set of written findings or statements of factual information which are intended to 
demonstrate that the proposal complies, or fails to comply, with any or all applicable criteria and 
standards. 

Subsection 19.1011.9  Continuance of Meeting 

A. A design review meeting may be continued if the Planning Director determines that there is 
sufficient time to hold a continued meeting before the Design and Landmarks Committee and 
a public hearing before the Planning Commission within the required 120 days or if the 
applicant waives the 120-day decision requirement (or the 100-day decision requirement for 
a project meeting all provisions of ORS 197.311) per Subsection 19.1001.7.C. 

B. Design review meeting continuance proceedings shall be per Subsection 19.1009.11. 

Subsection 19.1011.10  Design Review Recommendation 

Following the close of the public portion of the design review meeting, the Design and Landmarks 
Committee shall prepare a written report to the Planning Commission that recommends either 
approval, approval with conditions, or denial of the application. 

A. The written recommendation shall contain the following: 

1. The applicable approval criteria against which the application was evaluated. 

2. A statement of the facts that the committee relied upon to determine whether the 
application satisfied or failed to satisfy each applicable approval criterion and 
development standard. 

3. The decision to recommend approval or denial of the application, and, if the 
recommendation is for approval, any recommended conditions of approval. 
Recommended conditions of approval shall ensure conformance with the applicable 
approval criteria and development standards and mitigate the anticipated impacts, if 
any, of the proposal. 

B. The recommendation of the Design and Landmarks Committee shall be forwarded to the 
Planning Commission, which shall consider the recommendation and integrate it into the 
review process applicable to the proposal. 

C. Design and Landmarks Committee recommendations are not appealable. 

Subsection 19.1011.11  Record of Proceedings 

The City shall prepare and maintain minutes of all proceedings in accordance with the bylaws 
adopted by the City Council for the Design and Landmarks Committee. 

 


