
DOWNTOWN URBAN DESIGN
CONSIDERATIONS FOR DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

23 September 2014



Design buildings, façades, and streetscape features to a 
“human scale” – with details, materials, and 
workmanship that is aesthetically appealing as well as 
comfortable to pedestrians.

PORTLAND, OR



A: PEDESTRIAN-ORIENTED RETAIL 

STOREFRONTS



STREET WALL



STREET WALL

GRANTS PASS, OR



STREET WALL



STREET WALL
PORTLAND, OR



MAIN STREET 

RHYTHM PORTLAND, OR



MAIN STREET 

RHYTHM PORTLAND, OR



Incorporate cohesive and repetitive architectural elements into the 
design of street-facing facades as a way of giving meaning to the 

building and enhancing the pedestrian realm



ARCHITECTURAL BAYS & FENESTRATION



PEDESTRIAN-ORIENTED GROUND FLOOR
Design street and sidewalk-facing storefronts and entries to be 
inviting, visible (transparent), and easily accessible to passing 
pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists

PORTLAND, OR



PEDESTRIAN-

ORIENTED 

GROUND FLOOR

LAWRENCE, KS



ENTRANCE

LOCATION

PORTLAND, OR



REINFORCE THE

CORNER

MONTREAL, QUE.



CHAMFERED

CORNER 

ENTRANCE

PORTLAND, OR



CHAMFERED

CORNER ENTRANCE

PORTLAND, OR



PORTLAND, OR



WEATHER 

PROTECTION VS. 

ARCHITECTURE



PORTLAND, OR



WEATHER 

PROTECTION



WEATHER 

PROTECTION



WEATHER 

PROTECTION

PORTLAND, OR



Integrate lighting & signage 
into the overall composition of 
the façade and streetscape

PORTLAND, OR



GROUND-FLOOR COMMERCIAL STOREFRONTS

PORTLAND, OR



B: MIXED USE AND DOWNTOWN 

RESIDENTIAL DESIGN



VERTICAL MIXED-USE

PORTLAND, OR



VERTICAL MIXED-USE

PORTLAND, OR



ROWHOUSE

PORTLAND, OR



LIVE / WORK BEND, OR



ADAPTIVE RE-USE

PORTLAND, OR



ADAPTIVE RE-USE

PORTLAND, OR



ADAPTIVE RE-USEPORTLAND, OR



ADAPTIVE RE-USE

PORTLAND, OR



ADAPTIVE 

RE-USE



ADAPTIVE RE-USE

PORTLAND, OR



SCALE



SCALE

DUPONT, WA



SCALE

REDMOND, OR



OPEN SPACE

PORTLAND, OR



OPEN SPACE
PORTLAND, OR



OUTDOOR DINING

PORTLAND, OR



LANDSCAPE / STREETSCAPE

PORTLAND, OR



C: BUILDING DESIGN





ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS

REDMOND, OR



ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS

REDMOND, OR



TRI-PARTITE FACADE

MONMOUTH, OR



CORNICE

PORT TOWNSEND, WA



CORNICE

PORTLAND, OR



CORNICE

PORTLAND, OR



PORTLAND, OR

CORNICE?



MATERIALS
Use building materials and construction practices that evoke a sense 
of permanence and are compatible with existing and/or historic 
buildings



MATERIALS
Where possible use 

materials in a manner 
that reflects the 

surrounding region

PORTLAND, OR



MATERIALS

PORTLAND, OR



PORTLAND, OR

MATERIALS



• Brick

• Metal

• Terra Cotta

• Stone

• Concrete (& CMU)

• Stucco

• Horizontal Wood

• Wood Shingles

• Board & Batten

• Ceramic Detail

MATERIALS



COLORS

REDMOND, OR



ITALY



• Compatibility w/ Existing 
Urban Fabric

• Limit Multiple Colors on a 
Single Building

• Warm, muted colors with 
low reflectivity for primary 
facades

COLORS

ROSEVILLE, CA



PORTLAND, OR



COMPLEMENTARY BUILDING DESIGN

LAWRENCE, KS



SISTERS, OR

COMPLEMENTARY BUILDING DESIGN



COMPLEMENTARY BUILDING DESIGN

PORTLAND, OR



COMPLEMENTARY 

BUILDING DESIGN

NEW YORK, NY



D: PEDESTRIAN-ORIENTED 

STREETSCAPES







LAKE OSWEGO, OR



MIAMI, FL



REDMOND, OR







PORTLAND, OR





PORTLAND, OR



GATEWAY

SAN DIEGO, CA



GATEWAY

NEWPORT, OR



GATEWAY

PENDLETON, OR



GATEWAY

CORVALLIS, OR



E: ENHANCING IDENTITY 

THROUGH DESIGN



LEAVENWORTH, WA



CHARLESTON, SC



PORTLAND, OR



THE DALLES, OR



PORTLAND, OR



PORTLAND, OR



PORTLAND, OR



PORTLAND, OR



PORTLAND, OR



PORTLAND, OR



PORTLAND, OR



PORTLAND, OR



ROCKLAND, ME



HOLLAND, MI



SILOAM SPRINGS, AR
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