In 1889, Alfred Luelling is said to have
started Milwaukie's first circulating
library. A number of books were placed
in the law office of Thomas Lakin,
Justice of the Peace, on the southeast
corner of Main and Washington Streets.
This library was in operation only a few
months when the building burned and
with it Milwaukie's library.

Residents of Milwaukie in the 1950’s will remember this small room used for the library in the old city
hall sitnated on Monroe Street, It is in sharp contrast to the well-lighted room now occupied by the
library in the new city hall, Magazines in the present library are neatly filed in racks along the walls.
A large number of magazines are available for reading in the current month and for circulation there-

after,

Book Lovers Find Milwaukie's Library
Splendid Place To Seek Choice Yolumes

In 1910, Mrs. George Wissinger and
Mrs. James Reid and others obtained
permission to use a room in the old city
hall for library purposes.

This library functioned until the new
grammar school was built in 1916 when
the books were turned over to the school.

Ledding Library - 129 Years of Service

Milwaukie's Ledding Library Adult Reading Room

ﬂtNﬁmG RIBBON cutting ceremonies for the Milwaukie pond, were selecled'nnd donated by hlsle Franz Finley and hor
ibrary Adult Reading room were boand members and friends  brother, Robert Franz of First State Bank, shown cutting the
f the lbrary, The furnishings for the alcove overlooking the  ribbon, =Review Photo by Pat Swan
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Ledding Library Opens Music Room
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In 1961, Mrs. Florence Ledding, step-daughter of Seth Luelling, and long-time civic and
political leader, bequeathed her home and property at Twenty-first and Harrison to the City of
Milwaukie. Her will specified that the property shall be inalienable and shall be used for library
purposes only and shall never be used in whole or in part for any other purposes. She suggested
that the Library be called the Ledding Library as a memorial to her husband, Herman F. Ledding,
and herself. Five thousand dollars were also given for the purchase of books, as well as many
volumes from their considerable collection. In 1963, a $150,000 bond issue was passed and the
work of remodeling the old home and building a modern library was begun. Late in 1964 the
move into the new building was accomplished. Formal grand opening was held on

Sunday, January 17, 1965.
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Then in 1926, a group of interested people met at the home of
Mrs. Edith Hazen once more to plan a free library for Milwaukie.
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Perry offered space in the Perry Pharmacy
at Main and Monroe. With the help of volunteers this library

continued until 1934.

Kocal Library Receives '

Many Books in Driv.
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It will probably be @ week or so ye!
hefore the Milwaukie library is ope
o the public, as so great a numbér o
hooks was brought in that the forcg
has o big task ahead before all o
hem can be classified and catalogued
cady for nse,

The Junior high school students iy
heir drive combed the town and th
urrounding districts pretty thorough
v, with the result that something ov
4000 books were brought in. Sort
ng these and getting them ready t
wutgon the shelves is something of 4
fask and takes time, The council roon]
¢ the city hall was fitted with wha
hvas supposed to he sufficient shelving
o care for any number of books tha
would ho brought in, but it now de
relops thet more must be put in iy
yeder to care for all the volumes.

Not nll of the books submitted cay
he accepted, but a very large percen
tage of them are considered desirablg
ko that there will probably he nearly
4000 ready for use when the library

seluable books were brought  in, 1
fact some of them almost too rare ang
valuable to be put in general cirenla
tion.

As a whole, the drive for books ha
proven to be more successful tha
was even hoped, and when all hawv
been arranged Milwaukie will have |

library of which the people may woll

be proud, and secured ot >u‘n:||l initial
ost.
One of the things still lacking is |
supply of current magazines, Thes
re always a valuable adjunct fo a I
rary and it is hoped that many eitl
zens who may have a dollar or two t
spare will help to i1l this want by do
lnating subscriptions to ‘some 200
magazines. OF course not all maga
zines now published wounld be aceept
lable, but there is a hig list of Zoo
lones, any of which would be valuabl
C lihrary.
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RS, WILLIAM PERRY (seated) and Mrs, Arlle Brown, Mil
aukie Ledding Library Board Member, inspect the new equip

jnent available for use in the recently finished music rpom. Thi
pew room has been furnished by Mrs, Perry in memory of he

ate husband, founder of Perry's Pharmacy In downtown Mil
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library user, died in 1984. interior of the lower floor.

King's bequest before deciding on second phase.

the board chairwoman.

Dedication for library addition set
Milwaukie facility increased 3,275 square feet

MILWAUKIE — A new 3,275- Members decided that expansion ed to alleviate overcrowding, accor(
square-foot addition to the Milwau- would be a more permanent ing to senior librarian Joe Sandfor]
kie Ledding Library will be dedica- memorial than the purchase of About 10 percent of the library’
ted Saturday. Musical entertain- books or shelves or other items that  55,000-volume collection is stored i
ment will start at 2 p.m., with the might wear out after many years.
program following at 2:30 p.m. at the Centrex Construction of Tigard is  there are not enough shelves to hol
library, 10660 S.E. 21st Ave. A jazz the contractor for the project, which | them, he said.
guitarist and a string ensemble from  will be completed in two phases. The
the North Clackamas School District first phase, which was financed by
will perform. King’'s bequest, included building

Speakers will include Mayor the shell for the addition and com- |
Roger Hall and an associate of the pleting the upper floor. The second
late Clark King, whose $131,000 phase, which will be started when
bequest was used to finance the money becomes available, will
addition. include construction of an elevator

King, a former city resident and shaft and the completion of the

The library board of directors The city has applied for a $100,000 |
considered a variety of ways to use federal grant to cover costs of the

the expansion project, said Jan Rose, The addition to the existing 8,770-
square-foot library was sorely need- ;

the library’s basement becaus
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The Ledding Library has strived for
125 years to grow and improve for our
community. With the property that
Florence Ledding donated for the
Library, we found a permanent home and
for 50 years we have continued to improve
and expand our services.

Our sincere thanks to all of you that have
supported the Ledding library -

Past, Present, and Future!

r
Milwaukie Ledding Library
Sets ‘Childrens’ Open House
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EARLY VISITORS to the children’s room ng out one of the reading tables with
at the Ledding Library were from left, *  well filled shelves in the bockground.
Karolyn ond Breta Keehne who are try-

Sunday afternoon,
10, will mark the fo

Review” afnfey
opening and open

Children’s Library Opens
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square feet |
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MARY HAD o little is proven pictorially in this
bowl in the Children's room of the Ledding Llibrary
and getting o preview were Mary Eckman, 3 and Potty
Swon, 5 who visited cheod of next Sundoy’s open

this project was Mrs. Bar
bara Ewell, former head
of the children's depart
ment of the Multnomah
County Library. Mrs. Ewell
was rumental in the

and layout of °

in the selec

th
worth of new children’s
books, representing more

than 3.200 volumes Aver.
age cost per book was $3.10. R 3
The total collection will N

You are cordially invited to attend the
OPEN HOUSE
, for the
 girl scouts troop 108
fn‘i‘ol;édm'w:r tow of more than 8,00 ROWE CHILDREN'S LIBRARY
volumes in new library headed by Miss Nane) ot the
Moore. >
-~ Review staff photo by Bruce McCustain Ledding Library of Milwaukie
Milvaukie Public Library

820 Twenty-firat Street
Milwaukie, Oregon

In 1934, School Superintendent Wilbur Rowe led a group of business
men to petition the City Council for use of the Council Chamber for a
library. This being granted, he organized a book drive, out of which
2000 books were found usable and placed on the shelves.

A new City Hall was built in 1937, plans provided for both a jail and a
library, but available funds were not sufficient for both, so the Council
voted to omit the jail and give room for a library. As of today, Milwaukie
has no jail - the Library seems to have been a good substitute!

Photos courtesy of Ledding library and Milwaukie Historical Society - Text excerpts from History of Milwaukie, Oregon by Charles Oluf Olson




