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South Downtown Process

Phase 1 2008 South Downtown Concept Plan Review, Validation, 
Exploration and Development 

Phase 2 2008-09 Diagnosis 
Pattern Language for a New South Downtown Concept

Phase 3 2009 Guidelines and Strategies for Implementation
Phase 4 2010 Pattern Language and Concept Plan Testing and 

Refinement
Phase 5 2011-12 NonProfit or CDC Formation

Zoning and Comp Plan Updates
Land Disposition and Development Agreements

Phase 6 2012-13 Capitalizing the NonProfit or CDC
Light Rail Construction Begins
Early Stage Construction Activities 

Phase 7 2014- Plaza Construction
Gradual but Continual South Downtown 
Redevelopment 



Study Area



Phase 4 Schedule

*

* Development Advisors Social (June 9)



Pattern Language Assessment

1. Relationship to surrounding areas 

2. Plaza core and focus of South Downtown 

3. Plaza at head of Main Street

4. Views of Willamette and setting sun

5. Station leads directly into the Plaza 

6. Inner frontage ring of two-story buildings 

faced with generous colonnade

7. Second, wider, deeper outer ring of land

8. 25% of land restored to its natural state

9. Dwellings and workplaces on same lot

10. Overall building density

11. Individual craftspeople, masonry tradition

12. Individual and personal qualities

13. Connections...for cars, buses, bikes



Pattern Language Assessment



Pattern Language Assessment

Recommended Revisions to Pattern Language
Closure of Main Street/Lake Road
Parking Structure and Terrace
Station’s relationship to Plaza
Tower in Plaza
Secondary Ring of Buildings



Sum of the Patterns

Essential Elements
Vibrant, lively place
Plaza as central anchor for South Downtown
Activity in evenings
Small, local businesses and artist’s studios
Respect history, reuse buildings
Locally-appropriate materials

Open public spaces activated with people
Intimate scale 
Preserved views and connections to River
Preserved natural elements 

Pedestrian and bike-friendly
Integrated light rail station
Hide parking



Sustainability



Existing Conditions
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Future Projects



Existing Conditions
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Public Space Precedents
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Circulation Precedents
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Circulation Precedents



Circulation Precedents: MAX 



DISCUSSION

• Qualities of the open space
• Circulation patterns downtown
• What will make South Downtown a success?



Milwaukie South Downtown:
Existing Block Pattern



Milwaukie South Downtown:
Existing Natural Setting



Milwaukie South Downtown:
Historic Built Environment



Milwaukie South Downtown:
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Milwaukie South Downtown:
Existing Built Environment



Alberta District
Mixed-Use Shopping Street



Downtown Snohomish
Historic Mixed-Use Commercial Neighborhood



Bainbridge Island
Small-scale Residential and Office Development



DISCUSSION

South Downtown Buildings
• Qualities
• Size and Types
• Building Uses



Next Steps

AsherK@ci.milwaukie.or.us
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