
CITY OF MILWAUKIE 
uDogwood Ci!J of the West" 

Ordinance No. 211 7 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MILWAUKIE, OREGON, AUTHORIZING THE 
CITY COUNCIL TO DECLARE A HOUSING EMERGENCY UNDER SPECIFIED 
CIRCUMSTANCES, DEFINING DURATION AND CITY COUNCIL POWERS DURING 
A HOUSING EMERGENCY AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

WHEREAS, the Portland metropolitan region had the lowest residential 
vacancy rate in the nation as of the fourth quarter of 2015, estimated at 2.4%; and 

WHEREAS, the region's low vacancy rate has resulted in significant rent 
increases over the last several years, including a 11.3% yearly increase as of the fourth 
quarterof2015;and 

WHEREAS, Milwaukie's proximity to Portland has resulted in increased 
gentrification and displacement of residents in recent years; and 

WHEREAS, at the same time, many city residents have experienced a 
decrease in inflation adjusted wages and a reduced ability to find adequate and 
affordable housing; and 

WHEREAS, the combination of high rents and low vacancy rates has resulted 
in heightened housing uncertainty for many Milwaukie residents; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the uncertainty created by the possibility 
of losing affordable housing and homelessness is a danger to the public health, safety 
and welfare, 

Now, Therefore, the City of Milwaukie does ordain as follows: 

Section 1. The City Council is authorized to declare a housing emergency when 
there is an immediate need to address the shortage of affordable housing, 
in order to avoid human suffering. 

Section 2. The initial duration of a housing emergency shall not exceed one year, but 
may be extended in six-month increments. 

Section 3. The Milwaukie City Council shall terminate a housing emergency by 
resolution when the emergency no longer exists or when the threat of an 
emergency has passed. 
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Section 4. Upon the declaration of a housing emergency, in addition to any other 
powers that may be exercised by a local government, the City Council 
may: 
A) Utilize City owned resources; 
B) Designate persons to coordinate the work of public, private or 

nonprofit relief agencies responding to the housing emergency; 
C) Order such other measures as may be necessary to protect the life, 

safety. and health of persons, property or the environment. 

Section 5. Emergency. With increasing housing uncertainty and fear of 
homelessness for city residents, this Ordinance is necessary for the 
immediate protection of public health, safety and general welfare; 
therefore an emergency is declared to exist and this Ordinance shall 
become effective upon the date of its adoption. 

Read the first time on 4 I 1 9 I 1 6 , and moved to second reading by _s_: _o __ vote of 
the City Council. 

Read the second time and adopted by the City Council on 4 I 1 9 I 1 6 

Signed by the Mayor on 411 911 6 . 

APPROVED: 
Approved by Milwaukie City Council this 19th day of_A_p_r_l_· 1 ____ , 2016. 

iU 
Mark Gamba, Mayor 

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
Jordan Ramis PC 

Pat DuVal, City Recorder City Attorney 
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