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January 20, 2023

Vera Kolias 
Planner 
City of Milwaukie Planning Department 
6101 S.E. Johnson Creek Blvd. 
Milwaukie, OR 97206

Dear Ms. Kolias,

We are writing you in regards to a property on S.E. 33rd Ave. in Milwaukie, 11611 S.E. 33rd Ave., which has a current application 
for a variance before the Planning Department by it's owner, to allow the property to be used as a vacation rental. We are 
neighbors who live on S.E. Wister Street, approximately half a block from this home on S.E. 33rd Ave. 11611 S.E. 33rd Ave. 
house has been a nuisance house for many years, and we watched the renovation and hoped it would become an owner occupied 
single family home, not a short-term rental. 

We have lived on Wister Street for over 60 years and this neighborhood has always been zoned for single family dwellings, not 
short-term rentals. We are 100% opposed to this variance and this letter expresses our strongly held view. We know our other 
neighbors in this neighborhood are also against granting this variance. 

Lets be honest, Milwaukie is not a hot vacation destination. And Portland's reputation as a good family vacation destination 
has gone dramatically downhill in the last three years. Americans are choosing not to come to Portland for vacations due to 
Portland's abysmal violent crime and homelessness statistics. Businesses and residents are moving out of the Portland area. 
And Portland consistently gets bad press across the United States and even in London newspapers.

We have an abundance of new apartments being built, therefore, we need to preserve our owner-occupied single family dwellings. 
Owner occupied homes are the backbone of keeping our neighborhoods livable. Short-term rentals can attract a criminal 
element in a family-oriented neighborhood like this specific neighborhood. Drug dealers and sex traffickers can hide away in 
a short-term rental surrounded by family homes—they become inconspicuous hidden away in a family neighborhood where 
they never belong.

Please deny this variance application. Making this house a commercial property does not comply with the City of Milwaukie's 
vision statement to protect and keep neighborhoods safe and livable for adults and children.

Best regards,

Julie Wisner and Patty Wisner 
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Vera Kolias, Senior Planner
City of Milwaukie Planning Department
6101 SE Johnson Creek Blvd,
Milwaukie, OR 97206

January 23, 2023

RE: Notice of Public Hearing - CU-2022-006

My name is Paul E. Olson. I reside at 11614 SE 33rd Ave.; directly across the street 
from the property variance being considered.

I am opposed to the approval of CU-2022-006. This would create a “Conditional Use 
for a Vacation Rental” in the Lake Road Neighborhood, currently zoned R-MD. This 
allows for the use of the property as a full-time vacation rental when there is no 
primary resident.

The Milwaukie Housing Affordability Strategy was adopted in July 2018. It sets out 
three goals to be obtained over 5 years by 2023. 

Goal 1: Develop New Units
Increase the amount of housing affordable to people across the income 
spectrum. Increase the number of affordable units and the total amount of 
housing to better meet market demand through financing and direct 
development.

Goal 2: Prevent Displacement and Keep Affordable Units Affordable
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Stabilize and protect renters and homeowners by preserving existing 
affordable housing and increasing education and access to resources.

Goal 3: Connect People to Existing Affordable Housing
Help existing and potential residents find, qualify for, and access housing 
that is affordable and appropriate for their needs.

Approval of this variance would do nothing to help achieve these goals. In fact, they 
make the situation worse by potentially removing housing inventory from the 
properties that are currently ready and available. Even if the property is rented/leased 
to a full-time resident, the proposed rental price given by the property owner on Zillow 
is $3,295/month. It is hardly affordable and is overpriced for the immediate 
neighborhood.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter and I urge you to deny the variance 
request.
Paul E. Olson






























































