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Why does the city 
regulate trees?

• Trees shade hot surfaces (20˚F - 45˚F )

• Trees cool the air (2˚F - 9˚F )

• Trees are green infrastructure

• Trees provide important habitat

• Trees reduce utility costs

• Trees and their benefits aren’t equally 
distributed

• Trees are often removed without 
consideration to alternatives



Milwaukie’s regulated tree types:

PUBLIC TREES PRIVATE RESIDENTIAL 

DEVELOPMENT TREES

Reg. at ≥ 2” DBH

1. Major pruning permit

2. Removal permit

Reg. w/ add. dwelling unit

1. Streamlined standards

2. All standards

PRIVATE RESIDENTIAL 

NON-DEVELOPMENT TREES

Reg. at ≥ 6” DBH

1. Type 1 ‘qualified’ permit

2. Type 2 ‘discretionary’ permit



Overview of code changes:

• Expanded definitions

• Trees considered healthy as default 
condition w/o approved permit

• Topping = tree removal

TOPPING POLLARDING

Damaging removal 
of tree canopy, 

improper pruning

Pruning technique 
started at young age



Overview of code changes:

Explicit violations sections for public and private trees

Creating separate 

violations and penalty 

sections

Public tree code example MMC 16.32.040



Overview of code changes:

• Only healthy condition trees count 
towards planting standard (40% 
canopy coverage) requirement

• Removal of private development 
code application when no building 
footprint expansion 
• non-development tree code still applies



Next steps for code cleanup

• Accept feedback and translate into code 
changes

• Review with code compliance

• Bring back to council in September with fee 
schedule changes for adoption

• Modify outreach/informational materials



Thank you!

Questions?

Natalie Rogers

Climate and Natural Resources Manager

503-786-7668

RogersN@milwaukieoregon.gov

www.milwaukieoregon.gov/trees

mailto:RogersN@milwaukieoregon.gov

	Slide 1
	Slide 2: Why does the city regulate trees?
	Slide 3: Milwaukie’s regulated tree types:
	Slide 4: Overview of code changes:
	Slide 5: Overview of code changes:
	Slide 6: Overview of code changes:
	Slide 7: Next steps for code cleanup
	Slide 8

