
City of Milwaukie 
Milwaukie Park and Recreation Board (PARB) 

MEETING MINUTES 
Milwaukie City Hall 

July 29, 2014 
 
 

Members Present: Bob Cooper (Chair), Lisa Gunion-Rinker (Vice Chair), Tony 
Andersen, Lisa Lashbrook, Mike Miller, & Lynn Sharp 

Absent: Ray Harris 
Staff/Visitors: Steve Butler (City staff liaison) and Jeroen Kok (North 

Clackamas Parks and Recreation District staff liaison) 
 
Minutes 
The minutes from the June 24, 2014, meeting were unanimously approved upon a motion 
by Member Gunion-Rinker and a second by Member Andersen. 
 
Follow-Up to the PARB’s Comments about Its “Parks Maintenance Site Visits” 
 
Mr. Kok reported that North Clackamas Parks and Recreation (NCPRD) staffers Kevin 
Cayson and Tonia Burns had already taken care of several maintenance issues raised by 
the PARB at its last meeting, while others were still being worked on (for example, in cases 
where an arborist’s assistance is needed).  He mentioned that the recommended tree 
plantings would take some more study and would need funds to be allocated in NCPRD’s 
budget. Ms. Burns has been successful in working with Friends of Trees, which may be 
one avenue to pursue. 
 
Chair Cooper suggested that the PARB conduct its second round of parks site visits in 
August and report back at the September PARB meeting. The PARB agreed with that 
suggestion.   
 
Minthorn Wetlands Area Signage 
 
Mr. Butler presented the proposed language, and there was consensus by all of the PARB 
members that the language was good.  Mr. Kok said that NCPRD would prepare a sign 
mock-up and he would bring it to the next PARB meeting.  He said that while signs were 
helpful, that it was also important to have a system for people to monitor the area on a 
regular basis, perhaps with a “friends” group.  Member Gunion-Rinker mentioned that 
Mike Pinkerton had expressed interest in forming such a group for the Minthorn Wetlands 
Area. Member Lashbrook asked about the history and purpose of Minthorn. Member 
Andersen said it appeared that its primary purpose was to be a natural area, with the 
secondary one being human use. Mr. Miller concurred, saying that its purpose was to be a 
detention pond for Milwaukie Marketplace and was never intended to be a park area.  Mr. 
Butler said an important long-term question to be answered was: Should Minthorn be used 
solely as a natural area, or should some human use also be allowed?  Either Mr. Kok or 
Mr. Butler would check on the status of Mr. Pinkerton and a Friends of Minthorn group. 
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Update on Four Parks Master Planning Consultant Selection Process/Next Steps 
 
The Statements of Qualification were reviewed on July 7 (Member Sharp and Mr. Butler 
represented the City of Milwaukie), with an initial meeting with the top consultant team to 
occur on August 13. Once it was commenced, the project timeline was September to 
December, 2015. The selected consultant and proposed public meeting dates should be 
able to be presented at the PARB’s August meeting. 
 
Update on Board of County Commissioners’ Recent Meetings about the NCPRD Ballot 
Measure 
 
Mr. Kok reminded the PARB that the Board of County Commissioners (BCC) voted 4-0-1 to 
move forward with the ballot measure.  He mentioned that there was a potential of a $25M 
bond, and that the BCC had discussed which projects might be included. The BCC also was 
leaning toward an approach in which the potential new District Board members would need 
to run for election, concurrently with the new District bond measure. There would be a 
second public hearing on August 7, at 10:00 a.m., at which a final decision would be made.  
The District Advisory Board (DAB) has recommended that the new Board be made up of 
three subarea representatives and two at-large members.  Mr. Miller said that this 
approach was also supported by the Milwaukie City Council. 
 
Project Updates 
 
Mr. Butler reported that Riverfront Park Phase 2 construction work was still progressing 
well so far. He would arrange a visit of the Riverfront Park construction site at the end of the 
August PARB meeting. 
 
Mr. Kok said that NCPRD was trying to keep the Trolley Trail open, but that some detours 
have been needed.  Member Gunion-Rinker asked how many people use it. Mr. Kok said 
he didn’t have specific numbers, but that the number was in the thousands on a weekend 
day. 
 
Upcoming events  
 
The next PARB meeting was scheduled for August 26. Mr. Butler said he would arrange a 
site visit for the PARB to see the Riverfront Park construction progress. 
 
Next Steps/Adjournment 
 
A motion to adjourn was moved by Member Gunion-Rinker and seconded by Member 
Lashbrook; motion passed 5-0. 
 


