
City of Milwaukie 
Milwaukie Park and Recreation Board (PARB) 

MEETING MINUTES 
Milwaukie City Hall 

June 24, 2014 
 

Members Present: Bob Cooper (Chair), Lisa Gunion-Rinker (Vice Chair), Tony 
Anderson, Lisa Lashbrook, Mike Miller, & Lynn Sharp. 

Absent: Ray Harris. 
Staff/Visitors: Steve Butler (City staff liaison) and Jeroen Kok (North 

Clackamas Parks and Recreation District staff liaison) 
 
Chair Cooper started the meeting by welcoming new member Tony Anderson to the 
PARB.  Member Anderson said he works as a PIO for the Oregon Department of Forestry 
and had just moved to Milwaukie two months ago. 
 
Minutes 
The minutes from the May 20, 2014 meeting were unanimously approved, upon a motion by 
Member Sharp and a second by Member Lashbrook. 
 
Recap of the 2014 PARB Presentation to the City Council 
 
Chair Cooper said that he presented the 2014-15 PARB work plan to the Council, and that 
it seemed to be well received.  Councilor Gamba asked if the PARB would be interested in 
helping the City pursue Tree City USA designation.  Member Gunion-Rinker said that 
Portland was focused on increasing tree canopy and had just finished planting large trees in 
various neighborhoods. 
 
Minthorn Wetlands Area 
 
Mr. Butler showed photographs of two signs that are now posted along the roadside 
perimeter of the Minthorn area: one is a longstanding sign with “park rules” posted on it, 
while the second newer sign indicates that there is “habitat restoration in progress.”  The 
PARB believed that the language on the longstanding sign should be made stronger and 
blunter, so it is usable by the Police Department to “trespass” violators from Minthorn.  
Chair Cooper suggested that the Police’s non-emergency number be included on a new 
sign. City and District staff will develop some proposed new language for consideration at 
the next PARB meeting. 
 
Parks Maintenance Site Visits 
 
The PARB members reported on their site visits to each park in Milwaukie (see the attached 
matrix – Attachment A to the minutes).  For North Clackamas Park, Member Sharp asked if 
the District was leasing the fence.  Member Gunion-Rinker asked if Balfour Park was 
supposed to be lit.  Mr. Kok said he would check into these questions.  Member Lashbrook 
asked about park hour enforcement.  Member Gunion-Rinker suggested that the PARB 
review the parks on a monthly basis during the summer (vs. at beginning and the end of 
summer). The rest of the PARB agreed with that recommendation.   
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Update on Four Parks Master Plan RFQ 
 
Mr. Kok reminded the PARB that five Statements of Qualification (SOQ) had been reviewed 
by a review panel made up of Jeroen Kok & Katie Dunham (NCPRD); Lynn Sharp (PARB), 
and Steve Butler (City of Milwaukie), and that the Panel had selected a finalist after having 
interviewed the two highest ranked firms.  These types of interviews are not unusual, but 
language indicating the possibility of interviews was not included in the Request for 
Qualifications (RFQ); this situation resulted in the County’s Purchasing Department deciding 
that a new RFQ needed to be issued.  The new SOQs are to be reviewed by the Panel on 
July 2. 
 
Other 
 
Councilor Miller mentioned that existing City plans contain language that would extend 
21st Avenue past Ledding Library and through Scott Park.  He feels that the policy language 
should be removed for the following reasons: (1) encroachment onto the library’s parking 
lot; (2) impact on Scott Park; (3) difficult to cross a water resource; and (4) may limit future 
library expansion. 
 
Mr. Butler reported that Riverfront Park Phase 2 construction work was progressing well so 
far, and that the “in-water” work would start on or around July 1 as originally planned.  
Member Gunion-Rinker expressed her thanks for the Phase 2 groundbreaking ceremony, 
and said that people are excited. 
 
Mr. Kok reported on a few items: 

• A portion of the Trolley Trail may need to be closed for part of the Riverfront Park 
construction period. 

• Discussions between NCPRD and TriMet about the Kellogg Lake bike/pedestrian 
Bridge have been taking place. 

• The Clackamas County Board of County Commissioners endorsed moving forward 
with the New District ballot measure.  Two Public Hearings will be held on it – one in 
July and the other in early August.  District staff will also be meeting with 
stakeholders (including the City of Milwaukie) about future capital projects and the 
potential for a $25-30 million capital bond.  Member Sharp said that the new District 
should first focus on maintenance.  Councilor Miller pointed out that the rate being 
considered for the new District is the maximum amount, and that it doesn’t mean that 
the District will start at the highest level. 

 
Upcoming events  
 
It was agreed that the July PARB meeting would occur on July 29 (vs. July 22).  
 
Next Steps/Adjournment 
 
A motion to adjourn was moved by Member Gunion-Rinker and seconded by Member 
Lashbrook; motion passed 5-0. 
 


