
City of Milwaukie 
Milwaukie Park and Recreation Board 

Minutes 
Milwaukie City Hall 

Tuesday, October 22, 2013 
7:30 am 

 
 

Members Present: Hughes, Cooper, Harris, Gunion-Rinker, Councilor Miller 
Absent: Schaeffer  
Guests:   Lynn Sharp, Rod Smith, Mary Weick, Lisa Lashbrook 
 
Minutes 
 
September 24, 2013 minutes approved 4-0.      
 
Park Board Staffing Transition 
 
JoAnn Herrigel introduced Steve Butler, Community Development Director, who would 
be staffing the Park Board after she left the City on October 25.  
 
Mr. Butler asked if the group preferred to meet in the mornings as they have been or if 
another time of day worked better.  
 
Members Hughes and Smith said afternoons would work.  Members Harris and 
Sharp said they had no preference.  
 
The Board decided that the next meeting would be held at 7:30 a.m. and that alternate 
times would be discussed when all members were present. 
 
Mr. Butler asked if the group felt their existing work plan should be modified or 
expanded.  A common theme in the discussion was the group’s interest in integrating 
Community Gardens into their work plan along with the parks and open spaces the City 
planned to construct. Sustainable living practices were also suggested as important. 
 
Milwaukie Community Garden  
 
Lisa Lashbrook and Mary Weick updated the Board on their group, Milwaukie 
Community Gardens. The group meets the second Tuesday of each month at the 
Ledding Library. They were not a formal nonprofit as yet but were working on that 
status. They helped site and construct the first Community Garden in Milwaukie at St. 
Paul’s United Methodist Church on Linwood Ave. She noted that a second garden was 
opened in 2012 by the Hector Campbell Neighborhood District Association (NDA).  
 
Ms. Lashbrook gave the following stats about the two community gardens in the city: 
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Open Gardens  (Linwood Ave) 
• Opened in 2011 
• Cost $2600 to complete 
• $35 annual fee for a plot 
• 34 total plots  

 
Campbell Community Garden (11326 SE 47th Avenue) 
• Opened in 2012 
• Cost $11,000 to complete 
• $30-$55 annual fee for a plot (depending on plot size) 
• 32 total plots 
 
The Milwaukie Community Gardens group offered educational gardening classes, 
hosted gardener meetings, and offered funding to those who can’t afford plots. The 
Open Gardens garden generated over 2,000 lbs of produce this year. Users of the 
garden were from all over the city; some were low income and some have heavily treed 
lots and need open space for gardening.   
 
Member Hughes asked how the Park Board could help.  
 
Ms. Lashbrook said that they would like to partner with the Park Board and their 
greatest needs were land and money. Ms. Weick added that community gardens 
contributed to resiliency, especially in times of emergency conditions.  
 
Member Hughes suggested that the issue of integrating community gardens into the 
City’s park efforts be placed on the next Park Board agenda.   
 
Open Space Acquisition Guiding Principles 
 
The Board reviewed the Guiding Principles for Open Space Acquisition that Ms. 
Herrigel drafted. Comments from the Board included  

• Member Hughes said he would recommend that a document like this be 
integrated and promoted;  

• Member Miller suggested that this be forwarded to City Council for consideration 
and potential adoption; 

• Member Gunion-Rinker suggested integrating sustainability language into the 
principles, such as “Encourage sustainable practices in design and construction 
of park facilities.” 

• Member Hughes asked that the next steps for these principles be placed on the 
next agenda for discussion  

 
Park Master Plan Update 
 
Ms. Herrigel reported that she and Mr. Butler had reviewed the North Clackamas Parks 
and Recreations District’s draft Request for Proposals for a landscape design firm to 
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assist with the plans and design for the four remaining undeveloped City Parks (Wichita, 
Kronberg, Balfour, and Bowman and Brae.)  
 
The Board asked that the consultant that was chosen meet with the Park Board after 
they have met with the neighborhoods about the individual park plans.   
           
Next Steps 
 
Mr. Butler noted that the Park Board’s annual check-in with Council was scheduled for 
December and asked if the group agreed to postpone that until after the holidays. The 
Board agreed.  
 
Mr. Butler noted that the November agenda would include:  

• Integration of Community Gardens 
• Next steps on Guiding Principles  
• Discussion of future meeting dates and times    

 
 
Upcoming events: 
 
October 27:  Riverfront Bonfire, after 5 p.m. 
November 20:   Elections Law Training for BCC Members, 7 p.m. PSB 
 


