Lake Road NDA Minutes for Dec. 9, 2009; approved Jan. 13, 2010

Location: Rowe Middle School

Meeting brought to order by chair Debby Patten at 6:35.

Secretary Phil Favorite read the minutes from the November meeting. The minutes were approved.

Milwaukie police officer Luke Strait gave a report and passed out a sheet with statistics regarding calls to the police department over the previous 30 days. He spoke of the potential for a rash of larceny with the holidays approaching. Thieves are targeting cars with purses and laptop bags left out in plain sight. He said the thieves often break windows instead of opening doors, lessening the chances of setting off an alarm, especially if the item they are targeting is within arm’s reach.

Treasurer Kathy Buss gave a treasury report. She said the group spent $140 of its funds in the beautification project at 32nd and Washington: $40 for food; $100 for improvements. Kathy said the new balance is $7,009.13. She also said she put through the general grant request, but not much has happened. She said it’s an issue that needs to be resolved with the city.

Roz Gorski of Big Brothers Big Sisters Columbia Northwest spoke to the group about signing up volunteers for her organization. She said BBBS is looking to pair up adults with kids up to 18 years old. The group has a grant to serve 23 children specifically from Rowe, kids considered “at risk.” Ms. Gorski outlined what activities a volunteer might do in a one-hour weekly visit, and how that can demonstrate the consistency these kids are lacking in their lives. She said the group is mostly looking for male volunteers to pair with boys, who make up the greater number of children in the program. Neighbor Keena Hormel, a teacher at Rowe, added how important it is for the kids to have consistency in their lives.

John Ellis, a parent at Milwaukie High School, spoke to the group about fundraising efforts for this year’s MHS Graduation Party, a drug and alcohol free gathering where seniors celebrate in a safe environment. John said funding is down and the cost of the party has already been reduced by 30 percent; it still costs about $100 per student. He said that cost goes down to $30 for students who are involved in fundraising efforts. John thanks the group for its contribution of a $500 grant for last year’s party, and passed out a letter requesting our support this year. John said MHS parents will write a formal grant request as part of their process.

Garry Kryszak, and administrator with North Clackamas Schools, spoke to the group about the proposed addition to the NC12 building on Lake Road at Freeman. Mr. Kryszak said the administration was at first thinking of moving to a new building but now instead wants to expand its current offices. He said there is bond money to put two modular buildings out back, add parking and improve drainage. He said the neighbors have expressed serious concerns about the drainage. Mr. Kryszak assured the group that it wouldn’t be a problem and cited drainage issues as an example of what they’re currently planning for. He said the school district requested a postponement from the Milwaukie Planning Commission until February so it could improve its plan. 
Neighbor Vincent Alvarez asked if an alternate plan could be examined, such as an add-on so that two new structures wouldn’t be necessary. He asked if the expansion is necessary if things like board meetings could be held somewhere else. Mr. Kryszak noted the improved efficiencies of having the administrators in close proximity. A lively discussion ensued. Mr. Kryszak said he’d be back in January or February to speak to the group.

Debby Patten updated the group on the improvements at 32nd and Washington. She said the space looks great and is “beckoning for a new sign.” Neighbor Ron Silverman proposed putting up a neighborhood sign similar to the one recently placed off Lake Road. He said the new one would need to be smaller. Grady Wheeler from the City of Milwaukie said he’d investigate how big the new sign can be and report back to the group. Kathy Buss motioned to use funds currently at our disposal for a new sign. The motion was seconded, and approved.

The group discussed approving a grant from the MHS Grad Party for $100 more than last year ($600 total). A motion was made. The motion was seconded and approved.

Debby Patten read general announcements. The group discussed the poor state of the grass at Century Park and it was suggested a call be make to North Clackamas Parks to tend to the grass. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
