Lake Road NDA Minutes for November 10, 2010; approved December 8, 2010

Location: Rowe Junior High
Meeting brought to order by chair Debby Patten at 6:34.

Secretary Phil Favorite read the minutes from the October meeting. The minutes were approved.

Milwaukie Police Chief Robert Jordan visited the group. He passed out crime statistics. He said crime in the city remains down and things have been pretty quiet lately. He told the group about an 3 a.m. armed robbery at the local Walgreens pharmacy and said a suspect was apprehended within an hour. He said a Port of Portland Police officer noticed the getaway car, jotted down the license plate number and found it was registered to a guy who had just gotten out jail for . . . robbing a Walgreens. Chief Jordan described the crime as an “oxycontin robbery.”

Chief Jordan said he was on schedule to deliver an audit for the city’s photo radar program and report on the support it has locally and the money it makes.

There was no treasury or land-use report.

David Mealy from the Milwaukie Wellness Center spoke to the group about his efforts to have a zoning change made for the Center’s Lake Road property. The property is currently zone R-10, requiring its use as a residence. 

He said the city’s planning department is reviewing all residential zoning standards. He said city officials are considering expanding conditional uses in residential zones beyond R3 zones. If the city approves conditional uses to include R10 zones, then the property won’t be required to be used as a residence. If not, Mr. Mealy said he will seek a zoning change for the property to R3 zone, which would qualify the property for conditional use, meaning he could operate the Wellness Center without using it as a residence. 

Marty Stiven, a planner retained by Mr. Mealy to help him through the process, told the group her client will still have to submit his proposal for review and approval either way. They said they’d be back to speak to the group with updates as they became available.

Neighbor Rika Warner submitted a grant request to the group seeking funds to help Rowe Junior High set up an emergency closet for school supplies to help needy students. She said in tough economic times, an overwhelming majority of the students at Rowe are involved in the school’s program for free and reduced-fee lunches, and that many don’t have the basic supplies needed to complete school tasks on a daily basis. She said she is seeking $500 to help set up the closet.

Chair Debby Patten suggested changing the scheduled date for the annual clean-up at Century Park to Saturday, Nov. 20. The group agreed and the date was changed.

Debby spoke to the group about the latest news from the Walk Safely Milwaukie Program, introduced by city leaders this year. She read from a proposed “Walk Safely Report” template, meant to guide the different neighborhood associations in their efforts to identify dangerous pedestrian areas in the city and propose projects to help make them safer. Debby suggested that following the guidelines would require a considerable amount of work for any individual proposal, and suggested our group let the city know that the program appears to be putting the burden of the work on the citizens. Neighbor Ron Silverman suggested that the way the program is set up encourages competition between the NDAs, which could prove counterproductive. 

A lively discussion ensued. Neighbor Susanna Pai said the city’s Public Safety Action Committee, of which she is a member, is really unhappy with the program as proposed. Several neighbors agreed with Debby’s assessment the citizens are being asked to do too much of the work. Debby said she wants to present an opinion on behalf of LRNDA to the city council.

Gary Kryszak of North Clackamas Schools spoke to the group about a proposal to add parking spaces to the east side of Rowe Junior High. He said the project is estimated to cost $200,000 and that the school district has the money to do it. He said there are some concerns about lighting impacts on neighbors that are guiding the proposal. He said the project, if approved, would start in June. Mr. Kryszak asked the group to email questions to him at kryszak@nclack.k12.or.us.

The group voted on Rika Warner’s grant proposal. Ron Silverman motioned to grant $500 for the project. The motion was seconded and approved.

Debby took suggestions for future meetings and suggested having a holiday potluck at the December meeting. The group expressed a lack of support for the proposal for more parking spaces at Rowe, asking if they’re really necessary and suggested saving greenspace and using monies for other more necessary improvements to the property. 

Rika added that the junior high is desperately seeking volunteers to monitor students during breaks and recesses.

Debby read general announcements. The meeting adjourned at 8:03 p.m.

