Lake Road NDA Minutes for Oct. 14, 2009; amended and approved Dec. 9, 2009

Location: Rowe Middle School

Meeting brought to order by chair Debby Patten at 6:35.

Secretary Phil Favorite read the minutes from the September meeting. The minutes were approved.

Milwaukie Police Officer Ulli Neitsch gave a report on local crime. She said a majority in the area is larceny, including theft from vehicles and identity theft. She told the story of a woman who had personal items stolen from her car after being left in plain sight. The same woman was victimized two weeks later for the same reason. She warned against people leaving things in cars because kids and addicts will find their way in. She also spoke of a recent rash of car thefts, many targeting Hondas. Officer Ulli recommended using deterrents such as “the club.” She said rarely is a car stolen when a club or other anti-theft device is in place.

Treasurer Kathy Buss gave a treasury report. She said we have $7,149.08 in our account, and that our current balance for grants is $12,206. She also said we have no outstanding grants, and that we hadn’t heard back from neighbor Julie Wisner regarding her proposed beautification project. Kathy said we could consider writing general grants to our group so as to not lose unused monies.

Pamela Whelden from the U.S. Census Bureau spoke to the group about local efforts going into the 2010 Census. She said the census will be simplified and much easier for folks to fill out. She said the bureau is seeking partnerships will local organizations to help get the word out. She said the bureau is working in every county in every state; she said she’s working exclusively in Clackamas County.

Ms. Whelden said the census form will be mailed in March. She said the bureau will be able to employ thousands of people for canvassing efforts; the next hiring will be for positions paying $15.25 an hour. She warned citizens to be on the lookout for fraud, saying that a census worker will never ask for a donation or personal information. A campaign of public service announcements regarding census fraud is planned.

Ms. Whelden asked our group to fill out a bureau partnership form. Debby suggested putting up a display at the city booth at the Farmer’s Market with census info. The group voted to work with Ms. Whelden in whatever ways we could.

Debby Patten spoke to the group about an email sent by Julie Wisner regarding her proposed beautification project. The email said the project’s in a holding pattern. She said the landscaper and city official involved had both been on vacation. She said she had found a plant donor for the project.

Debby spoke to the group about the neighborhood “food fight” designed to gather donations for the needy. She said Milwaukie’s different neighborhood groups will have a competition to see which group could collect the most food and money. Debby asked for volunteers to work the event, scheduled for Nov. 1 at our local Albertsons store. She also encouraged us to participate by donating cans of food and dollars.

Debby spoke to the group about a proposed Clean Up Day for Century Park. The group decided to schedule the cleanup for 9 a.m. on Sunday, Nov. 1

The group discussed issues related to the proposed light rail station at Southwest 21st Avenue and Lake Road.

City representative Grady Wheeler passed out information related to the new rate the County has begun charging the City for wastewater treatment. He said the new rate is more than double the previous rate, up from about $11 to $25 per household. The city is fighting the rate hike and has not passed on the increase to its customers. Mr. Wheeler said the city is recommending $13.48 as the new rate. He pointed out that as the negotiation continues, the County will continue to charge its higher rate, and charge interest on the amount that it accruing between what the City is paying, and what it is being charged. In order to build a fund to cover this growing amount, the City is considering a surcharge to help protect customers from a sudden increase whenever the new negotiated rate is reached.      

Debby led a brief discussion about the proposed South Downtown Plan.

Debby made general announcements.

Kathy led a discussion regarding our monies in the city coffers. She asked how we might use the $12,000. She suggested maybe a speed register sign for the Lake Road Project, with the notion of writing a $10,000 grant. Kathy also touched on the topic of writing grants to groups that should be going to other, more sustainable sources. She used Meals on Wheels as an example, and asked if we should continue to “enable” them. She suggested we might want to revisit our criteria for giving out money. She said, in theory, at least three-quarters of the money should go directly back into the neighborhood.

Neighbor Keena Hormel spoke to the group about upcoming events at Rowe Middle School, where she is a teacher. She spoke of a community learning project that had a great one-day turnout, but left the kids wondering, “What’s next?” She said she’s looking for ways to spread the word that Rowe is here and doing good things in the neighborhood. She’s also looking to do more fundraising for Rowe, which has been down in recent years. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:52.  

