Lake Road NDA Minutes for June 10, 2009; approved Sept. 9, 2009

Location: Rowe Middle School

Meeting brought to order by chair Debby Patten at 6:36.

Secretary Phil Favorite read the minutes from the May meeting. The minutes were approved.

Treasurer Kathy Buss gave a treasury report. She said we have received all the money for open grants from the city. Our balance is $7,178.96.

Gary Parkin from the City of Milwaukie and Darrin Stairs from the engineering firm OTAK spoke to the group about the Lake Road project. Mr. Parkin said there weren’t many changes to the plan since the last time he presented. He said the plan, now at the 30-percent design stage, has pulled back the number of medians from what was originally proposed because of concerns about driveway access. Most of the crosswalks will remain protected by medians. The plan will still add plenty of sidewalks on both sides of Lake. 

Mr. Parkin said cost estimates have risen above the amount allocated for the project. He said the federal budget is $3.6 million, with costs estimated right now at $4.4 million. Changes could be made to the plan to cut costs, such as leaving the existing sidewalks or leaving the intersection at Lake and Oatfield unchanged. 

Darrin Stairs spoke about the design acceptance package. He said because the project is federally funded, it must take into considering things such as environmental impacts. He said the next step is to get the plan to the 70-percent design stage by September, and the 90-percent design stage in February.  He said the hope is to be able to go to bid in May 2010.

He said another important process is acquisition of right of way, which takes an estimated 180 days and needs to still happen. He said that will start in September with the sending out of general information. He said he does not expect any relocations. He said this process takes the largest chunk of time built into the planning.

Milwaukie police officer Ulli Neitch introduced new recruit Crystal Swyers, who spoke to the group about her year of academy training.

Officer Neitch passed out crime statistics for the Milwaukie area. She said the officer involved in the Southeast Freeman Way shooting would be back to work in a few days.

The group discussed plans for participation in the Milwaukie Daze parade, and also plans for the neighborhood picnic. Neighbor Keena Hormel expressed interest in having Rowe Middle School students participate in the parade. Chair Debby Patten asked for volunteers to participate in the parade

Debby made general announcements, including upcoming events for the city.

Neighbor Ron Silverman shared his thoughts on the placement of the neighborhood sign on Lake Road, and spoke of some added work that could be done to improve it.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

