Lake Road NDA Minutes for April 8, 2009; approved May 13, 2009

Location: Rowe Middle School

Meeting brought to order by chair Debby Patten at 6:34.

Secretary Phil Favorite read the minutes from the March meeting. The minutes were approved.

Treasurer Kathy Buss gave a treasury report. She said one grant request had been turned, one from Rowe Middle School was expected to be turned in and one was expected from Meals on Wheels. Kathy also asked for folks to report their volunteer hours.

Trooper Matt Ellington, a captain in the Clackamas County Sheriff’s office, gave a report about measures being taken to address the crime expected with the opening of the Light Rail Green Line between the Gateway Transit Center and Clackamas Transit Center. Captain Ellington said he thinks crime will increase and the sherriff’s office wants to make it safer with a proposed plan to address the crime. He said part of the plan will be to work with TriMet to get personnel dedicated solely to the Green Line and not the rest of the light rail system. He said TriMet agreed to pay for 5 officers. Sherriff’s office thinks 11 are necessary to “hit it hard up front and send a message” to would-be criminals. 

Captain Ellington took questions from the group. He emphasized the sheriff office’s plan is just an initial proposal, saying the sherriff’s police want to be “ready, not reactive.” He said a parking structure on the line will have 2,000 square feet for security personnel to patrol. He proposed LRDNA write a letter in support of the plan. The group voted on and approved the idea.

Milwaukie police officer Matt Gilbert distributed crime statistics relevant to the city. He mentioned the recently held officer of the year dinner and thanked all who participated.

Chair Debby Patten read announcements, including items related to TriMet bus route changes, light rail meetings, town hall meetings with state representatives and the downtown spring cleanup.

Neighbor Ron Silverman gave an updated on the Lake Road sign. He said the sign will need to be relocated because it will be inside a fence if positioned in the original spot. He said he has a new place in mind. The sign can’t be higher than six feet off the ground. Ron said his plan would be to build up a mound for the sign that can be landscaped and beautified. Kathy Buss suggested using LRNDA monies to have the sign installed and the initial landscaping done. Neighbor Susanna Pai said city promised to put the sign back up when it was taken down.

Brenda Schleining from the city’s engineering department spoke to the group about the re-paving of 27th Avenue between Washington Street and Lake Road, She said the street’s three speed bumps had to be removed for re-paving, and asked the group if we think the bumps should be back and if so, at the same places. She said a survey was sent out to 27th Avenue residents who favored the return of the speed bumps and the addition of a fourth one. Officer Gilbert said the bumps work well Ms. Schleining mentioned other re-paving projects that are scheduled, including Linwood Avenue, and River Road. She said the plan is early 2001 for construction to start on the Lake Road Project.

Neighbor Keena Hormel thanked the group for the Rowe Middle School grant approval. She said she is looking for projects for a school service day, and said the school’s children offer 10,000 hours of community service. She said she is looking for projects close to the school. She said this is the first time Rowe has tried something like this. She said next year the school will be targeting more options as part of the service curriculum, with a goal of teaching students to take care of the community around them.

Debby Patten mentioned that the city needs volunteers to work its booth at the Farmer’s Market. Volunteers should contact Beth Ragel at the city.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m.  

