Lake Road NDA Minutes for March 11, 2009; approved April 8, 2009

Location: Rowe Middle School

Meeting brought to order by chair Debby Patten at 6:30.

Secretary Phil Favorite read the minutes from the February meeting. The minutes were amended. The amended minutes were approved.

Milwaukie Police Officer Ulli Nitsche gave a report. She introduced a new officer, Lindsey Noel, who is expected to complete her training and be on patrol in one or two months. Officer Nitsche passed out sheets with crime statistics relevant to the city. She said changing school district boundaries could increase gang activity at Milwaukie High and Rowe Middle School, and that each school has active counselors ready to intercede. She said a fellow officer has been doing home visits with the parents of gang at-risk teenagers as a measure of prevention.

Neighbor Katie Young gave an update on the local Meals on Wheels program. She said the month of March is when the organization does much of its fundrasing. She said half of the organization’s operating budget comes from donations and grants from organizations like our neighborhood association. She and her husband Jim will be asking for a grant from LRDNA.

Interim mayor Jeremy Ferguson introduced himself to the group. He started in this role in January to fill in for outgoing mayor and Lake Road neighbor Jim Bernard. He said he’s very interested in keeping a close eye on what’s going on in the neighborhoods. He said he’s constantly in contact with the police regarding safety of streets and schools. Mr. Ferguson answered questions from the group. He said he will serve as interim mayor until the next mayor is sworn in in June. He said he’s decided to run for mayor. Debby Patten invited him back to talk about his campaign when the time was right.

Debby Patten gave a report on behalf of neighbor Keena Hormel. Ms. Hormel, a teacher at Rowe Middle School, announced through a letter to the group a plan for students to be more involved in the community. She said the school is hoping to add a community service component to its curriculum. She said in exchange for volunteer hours, the school is asking for $1,000 for the theater and physical education departments. She said she’s working for a grant from LRDNA, and inquired about procuring donations of needed items.

Neighbor Ron Silverman gave an update on the Lake Road District sign. He said he took pictures of the pump house location and hoped to be able to display them to the group. He said the pump house area has been cleaned up and looks very nice. He said a lot of traffic goes by the area. He said if the sign is up by the pump house, it will need proper landscaping and maintenance from the city.  He also took pictures of the suggested site on Oak Street. A lively discussion ensued. Debby said she and Ron will further pursue the matter and report back to the group at a future meeting.

Neighbor Susanna Pai reported about the formation of a “public safety foundation” to help better manage fundrasing efforts for the police departments fledling K9 program. She said by forming the foundation, the group can pull out monies when necessary and monitor their donations separately from the larger police fund. She said those efforts will allow the police officers involved in the program to focus on their jobs and training.

Shirley Stageberg from the Milwaukie Presbyterian Church gave a report on efforts to manage and preserve the 3.5 acres behind the church. A plan to help restore the wetlands and remove invasive plants is up and running. She said the church is applying for a grant from Metro to continue the effort. She asked LRDNA for a letter of support. The group voted to approve a modified letter of support.

Debby Patten read a letter from the Linwood NDA supporting a “no build” policy for the proposed Harmony Road expansion. A lively discussion ensued. The group voted to send a similar, independent letter supporting a “no build” policy.

Debby Patten made general announcements. 

Neighbor Kirsten Baldwin spoke to the group about a problem she’s having with cars hitting her fence at the corner of Washington Street and 35th Avenue and driving away. She said she’s contacted the city for help. She asked the group for suggestions and solutions. A lively discussion ensued. 

Treasurer Kathy Buss gave a treasury report. She said there is $7,304.67 in the two accounts. She asked the group to report volunteer hours.

The group voted on three grant applications. The group voted to give $500 to Meals on Wheels, $250 to the K9 fund and $1,000 to Rowe Middle School.

The meeting was adjourned at 8 p.m.  

