[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of Island Station Neighborhood Association Meeting, Monday, February 11, 2013
Island Station residents in attendance:  Jo Anne Bird (chair); Cindy Miguel (vice-chair/treasurer); Mary Weick; Dan Platter; Eric Miller, Karin Power; Lisa Batey (Secretary)
Others in attendance:  Tim Collier (NW Housing Alternatives); Mark Gamba (City Councillor); Brett Kelver (City Planning Staff); Chief Jordan (Milwaukie Police);  JoAnn Herrigel (City Parks and Sustainability Director) 
Vice-Chair Miguel chaired the meeting, which began at 6:33pm.  Jo Anne Bird moved for approval of both the December 2012 and January 2013 minutes, and Mary Weick seconded.  Both sets of minutes were approved.  Vice-Chair Miguel said there had been no new financial activity.  

Police Department Update:  Chief Jordan handed out the crime maps, noting there had been one burglary and one larceny in Island Station in January.  He further noted that the Milwaukie Public Safety Foundation had raised enough money to purchase a new canine, and so the PD was searching for a dog and determining to which officer it would be assigned.   Chief Jordan further reported that the PD now has electronic access cards for all the schools in the city limits.   On a topic raised previously, the New Visions foster care residence for troubled teens on 27th Avenue near Milwaukie High School, the Chief reported there had been no calls on any of the residents since it opened in November.  
On light rail construction issues, Chief Jordan noted that there had only been one reported violation of the City’s noise ordinance, and that had involved a TriMet sub-contractor.  Lisa Batey informed the Chief that Greg Chaimov had contacted TriMet in recent days about work beginning before 7am on weekday mornings, and TriMet promised to ensure that this stopped.   Chair Bird reported that the construction had obviously created some confusion for drivers turning left off of northbound McLoughlin, as she had witnessed a driver sharply and go up River Road the wrong way.  It was noted that the painted dotted lines that were initial placed when the new signal went in had faded, and that repainting those would be a good idea.  
Vice-Chair Miguel asked about the crosswalk at Washington.  Chief Jordan said he continued to discuss it with ODOT, and he had told them that was the highest priority crossing in the City in terms of getting a new “ped head” crossing signal that counts down the time to cross.  He also said ODOT was trying to lengthen the time for pedestrians to cross, but that this is complicated by the fact that the lights up and down McLoughlin are all synchronized.  Lisa Batey noted that in January, when she was turning left from Washington onto McLoughlin, a driver turned left from the right hand lane.  Mary Weick noted that some kind of glare reduction mechanism was required, as at certain times of day it was difficult for pedestrians to see the crossing signal.  
The Law Enforcement Torch Run to raise funds for Special Olympics will be held on Friday, July 12, and will start again this year on the Milwaukie riverfront and run to the arch bridge in Oregon City, then back up the west side to Lake Oswego.  Vice-Chair Miguel has some ideas for volunteer projects in support of the Torch Run and will come back with more info on that.
Chief Jordan asked that Island Station identify 5-6 children who live in the neighborhood for the PD’s annual bike giveaway program.  The PD has given out refurbished bikes to needy kids through the elementary schools in Milwaukie, but since Island Station students attend an elementary outside of Milwaukie, distribution through the school would be unduly complicated.  
	ACTION:  Chair Bird said she would contact Oak Grove Elementary to identify kids for the 	bike giveaway, which happens near the end of the school year.  

Transportation System Plan (TSP) Update:  Brett Kelver, Assistant Planner, gave a brief overview of the TSP, the major 2006-2007 effort to update it, and the need for limited updates again now in order to comply with Metro requirements, especially the need for a 2035 planning horizon.  Otherwise, staff is hoping to keep to a “light touch” with the modifications and not create a bunch of working groups, etc. as was done in 2007.   One of the concerns some residents have raised is that changes and impacts resulting from the light rail project, while part of the light rail Final Environmental Impact Statement, are not really reflected in the TSP.  Vice-Chair Miguel noted one problem was inconsistent information about curbside parking versus bike lanes on 21st Avenue, and that better coordination was needed between TriMet and the City.  Brett handed out a flyer on the update project, an electronic copy of which was circulated with the minutes.  Anyone with questions or comments on the TSP should contact Brett at kelverb@ci.milwaukie.or.us or 503-786-7657.
Northwest Housing Alternatives (Annie Ross House):  Tim Collier gave a brief overview of the homelessness problem in Clackamas County, and that 2,600 people are sheltered each night by Northwest Housing Alternatives (NHA), including the only family shelter in Clackamas County, the Annie Ross House.  In addition to helping house people already homeless (for which they have a great track record that 92% are still in stable housing two years later), NHA has a program called “Home Base” designed to help keep people in their homes.  NHA is seeking support from Milwaukie neighborhoods to support their work – if they received $700 from each of the seven neighborhood associations, that $4900 would provide case management for them to help 16 additional single mothers.  Vice-Chair Miguel thanked Collier for the information, and said that we would consider the grant request.  
Oak Grove Elementary 50th Anniversary and Time Capsule Project:  The speaker didn’t show up, so this item on the agenda was tabled.
Letter re ODOT gravel yard:   Island Station resident Dan Platter presented a draft letter that he would like to see the neighborhood sign onto, asking that the ODOT gravel yard be turned into a park after the completing of light rail and Trolley Trail construction.  He noted the need for trees and greenspace along the Trolley Trail, and that Oak Grove was doing some very good work in this regard.  He further noted that with Lark/26th no longer connecting to McLoughlin after light rail opens, access to the site was constrained and any development would bring more traffic through the neighborhood.  Councillor Gamba said the question was a complicated one, as ODOT still owns the property, and that the federal money for light rail was conditioned on maximizing the profit from property acquired but not used.  Lisa Batey expressed some concerns about having a park space that became a hangout for transients or teens who littered and engaged in problematic conduct – a problem the site has had for many years.  Cindy Miguel suggested that she could help Platter refine his letter and bring it back for consideration at the March meeting.  The issue of naming the creek (aka “unnamed water feature”) that drops down from River Road to the ravine on the north end of the gravel yard was raised, and JoAnn Herrigel promised to let the neighborhood know what the process is for getting a creek named (the City went through it a few years back with Camas Creek in North Clackamas Park).  
Kellogg Plant “Good Neighbor” Committee:  This committee is being formed  by the City to make recommendations on the expenditure of funds set aside in the recent wastewater agreement with the County for making the plant a better neighbor (e.g., controlling odors).  Island Station and Historic Milwaukie neighborhoods each get to nominate two representatives to the committee – Karin Power and Charles Bird have stepped forward and volunteered to be our neighborhood representatives.  Eric Miller moved that the neighborhood nominate them to the committee;  Mary Weick seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  
Tourism Grant:  There was a brief discussion about the City’s application process for tourism grants, but no one had any projects to pursue.
Passenger Rail Update:  Chair Bird shared the news that the legislature had taken action to take the route through Milwaukie and Lake Oswego out of consideration for the Portland-Eugene high-speed rail line. 
TriMet Update:  Vice-Chair Miguel reported on a recent meeting of neighbors along the Trolley Trail with TriMet to discuss tree removal, light and noise issues given the absence of a sound-absorbing wall.  The neighbors have requested replanting of more trees/shrubs to screen the light from the train and the trail, and are also discussing potential efforts to minimize the noise impacts of the train to houses closest to the line.  
Spring Park Clean-Up Report:  Lisa Batey reported that there was a good turnout for the NCPRD March 2 clean-up event in Spring Park.  Volunteers picked up a lot of trash and pulled ivy and blackberry.  NCPRD went in and planted in the park the following week.  [Batey had to leave the meeting at this juncture – the remainder of the minutes were taken by Chair Bird.]
Volunteer Opportunities:  We are still looking for someone to do a web page.  Karin Power suggested we try a Neighborhood Notes format.  She will email the information to Chair Bird.  We also have opportunities to help with clean ups in the parks.
NW Housing Alternatives:  Mary Weick moved we donate $1000.00 to Northwest Housing Alternatives for their shelter.  After a long discussion, it was decided to table this motion until next month when we would set aside time at the beginning of our next meeting to discuss our goals for charitable gifting.
	ACTION:  Chair Bird to leave lots of time in the next agenda to discuss our priorities for charitable 	giving.

Board and Committee Reports:  Vice-Chair Miguel reported that the Community Advisory Council is looking at how best to communicate with Northwest Natural about the construction on Lark.  If there are any complaints, complainants should contact her.  Chair Bird reported that the Public Safety Advisory Committee wants input on the proposed project at Bluebird and 22nd.  It was decided that we didn’t want anything done with the intersection until after the Light Rail is done, because there is so much going on in the area, we don’t know exactly what it is going to look like in 2015.
Sunnybrook Extension:  Chair Bird said that the NDA Leadership group was sending out a letter in opposition to the Sunnybrook Extension again, and asked whether the group wanted to send the “no build” letter again from our Neighborhood.  It was moved by Eric Miller and seconded by Mary Weick that we send the letter to the Clackamas County Board of Commissioners again encouraging them not to build the Sunnybrook Extension.
	ACTION:  Chair Bird to resend the no build letter to CCBC.
Emergency Preparedness:  There will be a meeting tomorrow night at the Milwaukie Center. Captain Dave Rash, the Milwaukie Emergency Manager, will present the City’s recently revised Emergency Operations Plan.  Time is 6:30 p.m.   On March 12, Officer Neitch will talk about how to prepare an emergency disaster kit for family pets and show a power point presentation on how to read canine and feline body language.  She will also talk about sheltering animals during emergencies.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:37 p.m.
Approved at the Island Station Neighborhood Association meeting of Monday, March 11, 2013.


							_____________________________
							Lisa Batey, Secretary
