Historic Milwaukie NDA Meeting June 8, 2009

1) Wendy Hemmen, Light Rail Coordinator

Wendy Hemmen, the City’s newly hired Light Rail Coordinator, came and showed the group a long map of the Light Rail section that goes through Milwaukie and noted key features of the alignment--starting at the north end with the Tacoma Park and Ride to the south end at Park Ave Park and Ride. 
At Tacoma intersection the Light Rail goes over the onramp, under the overpass, and then over Johnson Creek, then under the Springwater Trail/orange bridge. It then becomes elevated just after the Springwater Trail and by Ochoco it’s completely elevated to total height of about 36 feet. The alignment through the industrial/Ardenwald area has to be elevated so the trains can get under it and to accommodate several rail spurs—at about 23 feet high.
Q: Will there be a pedestrian overpass at Tacoma? (People run across the highway there.)

A: That isn’t planned but they will install some type of pedestrian access to the Tacoma overpass and Springwater Trail.
Q: What about impacts to Johnson Creek near Tacoma?
A: The park and ride at Tacoma can not be more than 50% impervious surface and at this point the project has budgeted approximately  $1 million for mitigation and restoration of Johnson Creek.

As the alignment gets back into downtown it goes back down to grade right before Hwy 224 and goes under 224 and follows the Tillamook branch behind the Waldorf School. Harrison intersection will need to be upgraded for safety improvements.

Q: Will there be a light at Harrison?

A: None is planned—just the crossing gates at all the intersections.
The alignment crosses four intersections in downtown Milwaukie—Harrison, Monroe, Washington, and 21st/Lake Roads. Wendy noted that she recently met with the Railroad and is working to complete Quite Zones for the Main Line then the Tillamook Line will be next. Noted that the railroad authorities seem confident that Quiet Zones can be awarded for the Main line and Light Rail corridor. 
Q: What will the traffic impacts be at the four intersections? 
A: Wendy said TriMet will be providing a movie simulation of what it would look like in real-time for cars to wait at those intersections when Light Rail crosses and will get a copy for Milwaukie. She said the time the gates will be down for the Light Rail trains to clear the intersections is 45-60 seconds. TriMet is also doing studies of those intersections and should have more data soon.
Q: What happens if the Quiet Zone does not get awarded?

A: We can still get waivers which would mean that the freight trains would still sound but the Light Rail lines would not.
There will be a station at Lake Road and then the Light Rail train crosses Kronberg Park and Kellogg Lake on an elevated structure. Wendy said that she had already advocated for that structure to be lowered by about 5 feet below what is was originally planned—to reduce visual impacts and reduce impacts on the Trolley Trail. The lower the bridge is the faster it can return to grade on McLoughlin and the less impacts on Trolley Trail.
Q: When will we be able to give input on the design of the Milwaukie Station at Lake Road?

A: We should have more information at the end of July so July-August will likely be when that will be discussed. The City is trying to coordinate and advocate for the station design to fit with the south downtown concept plan being finished now.

Q: What if Milwaukie changes its mind and does not want Light Rail after all?

A: Milwaukie City Council already voted to approve the alignment in 2008. Other jurisdictions also voted. These were then directed to Metro Council and the Metro Council voted for the “region” and issued a Land Use Final Order (LUFO). As such, it’s very difficult to be overturned by a local jurisdiction.

Q: Will there be any more opportunities to make comment as part of the FEIS. 

A: The SDEIS (Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement) compiled public comments and the FEIS (Final Environmental Impact Statement) has to address all those comments. So the FEIS does not include any new comment periods. That said, the City is advocating for Milwaukie interests and concerns and Wendy noted that she has direct contact with TriMet staff and with the other agencies and will be able to relay concerns as they arise as well as help shape the project for Milwaukie interests.

Wendy noted the “Third Monday Meetings” that the City has scheduled from 6-9pm at the Bridge City Church at 28th and Harrison to discuss all things Light Rail. Agendas are posted on the City website. 

Several people commented that it is important to attend those meetings and provide input.  
2) Police Report

Officer Neitch and Officer Swyers visited and handed out crime statistics. They answered a lot of questions about patrols. They noted that they do a lot of patrolling at the transit center—about every 10-15 minutes at night as long as they are not on another call. They were asked about Light Rail and they noted that they have several Milwaukie Police Officer on the Transit force and they work together to patrol the transit mall.

3) Officer elections: Dion was reappointed as Chair, Ed as Vice Chair, and Ray as Secretary/Treasurer. Ray noted he’d like help with meeting notes. 
4) Neighborhood Night Out Picnic:

Tentatively scheduled for Friday August 7th. 

