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October 13, 2008 Meeting Notes
Public Safety Building, 7pm
Presiding: David Aschenbrenner, Chairperson
Introductions and welcome
Joe Sandfort, Library
Curtis Long, Principal, Hector Campbell Elementary School

9 neighbors, Pat Duval – City staff
Information

Joe Sandfort detailed the Library District levy, current library funding sources and costs for the library and outcomes if levy is defeated or passes

Police and Fire Reports

Sgt Robbie Graves reported that the department has purchased a German Shepherd, Jag, which will start training in November.  Equipment has been purchased for K-9 unit.  Another dog might be purchased as well.  A new sergeant, Dan Parks, has been promoted.  He joined Milwaukie in January 2008 but has over 25 years’ experience in Portland, including traffic and dog-handler.
Neighbors expressed a desire for more patrols on Home Avenue and around the school. Sgt Graves also contributed to the discussion over dog control issues.

No Clackamas Fire District No. 1 fire staff were available.

Hector Campbell Elementary School
Curtis Long, the new principal, introduced himself and invited neighbors to attend Friday morning open assemblies where the students are recognized for activities and there is an opportunity for neighbors to ask questions and see what is going on at the school.  Last Friday of the month he is holding a coffee hour, which is also open to neighbors as well as parents.  There are just over 300 students this year. This year’s goal is to make a better connection with the community.
Grant Requests:

Two neighbors and the principal at Hector Campbell Elem. School spoke of their hope to raise enough money to erect a community reader board outside the school, on 47th Avenue.  The cost estimate is $3697.  They were advised on how to prepare grant request paperwork. 
Still awaiting paperwork for Milwaukie High School Graduation Party grant request.

Project Reports: 
1. Traffic Management

David Aschenbrenner has a proposal for an asphalt pathway on the east side of Home Avenue between Wilma Circle and Hunter Court.  He said that a number of other projects have been proposed from around the city, but it was pointed out that none seem to have followed the guidelines for funding. 




Action: David Aschenbrenner
Parks Report:

Sarah Smith reported that the RFP for the park work has been issued, and about 20 contractors have responded. A walk-through of the park will be done on Friday and the issuance of the project will occur soon after, with completion by end of 2009.  Included in the RFP is a play structure, picnic tables, garbage cans, possibly new fencing and irrigation.
A work party will need to happen to move some plants before the construction work can begin. A date will be posted on the website.
Public Safety Advisory Committee Report
Mary Weaver reported
a. Rite Aid has been selling “community heroes” bears, including bears that wore fire fighter suits labeled Milwaukie Fire Department, and bears wearing MHS football and cheerleader uniforms.  She questioned whether money raised by their sales included a portion that went to these organizations. She will pursue this with Rite Aid’s management.

b. Door hangers and door to door sales require licensing by the city. A green form must be completed and stamped by the city and produced upon request by homeowner. No door hangers can be left except for political or public announcement purposes. Homeowners are encouraged to collect any of these items and turn them in to Mary Weaver for further action through Code Compliance.

c. The Chief has expressed a desire that an officer should attend each Neighborhood District Association meeting.

d. The Public Safety Advisory Committee is updating their by-laws to assure periods of membership are better balanced and accurate and that they coincide with neighborhood elections.

e. Dog Control issues – concern over pit bulls and other dogs off leash and being aggressive was expressed and discussed. County is responsible for aggressive dogs, but fails consistently to do much on this matter. Loose dogs should be reported to Mary Weaver so she can take information to PSAC for possible further action, if necessary. Milwaukie Police are limited to what they can do, although they will do what they can, especially if a dog is attacking person or other animal. Sgt. Graves mentioned a product called DirectStop, a citronella based oil that, if sprayed in a dog’s face, will immediately stop them. Available at PetSmart.

f. Flashing Lights vs speed limit signage on Railroad Avenue. Further queries will be made into who would be responsible for lights, whether parents think they are wanted/needed, process for obtaining. 

Action: David Aschenbrenner, Curtis Long
Other Issues and Information
1. Land Use Committee

3 trees in the right of way at Home Avenue and Harrison Street are scheduled to be removed. The permit request was approved by the HCNDA’s Land Use Committee.
2. New HCNDA Logo

New designs were shown as used on letterhead.  Neighbors can look at the website for a third design, and a decision will be made at the next meeting.
3. Balfour House

A motion was proposed by Linda Hedges, seconded by Sarah Smith and passed unanimously to recommend, on behalf of HCNDA, that Planning Department make it a priority to address the issues that permitted Balfour House to be located in Milwaukie and to pursue writing ordinances and recommending them to Council that facilities which are inappropriate for the proposed location in terms of safety, livability, traffic management, and character or design of the neighborhood should not be approved.
Action: David Aschenbrenner
Upcoming Events:
The Poetry Series at the Pond House 2nd Wednesday each month
Rummage sale Friday and Saturday Oct 17, 18 at Pond House by Friends of Ledding Library

October 25th Senior ScamJam at New Hope Church – information on how to avoid becoming a victim of various current scams targeting senior citizens

New Century Players presenting “A Murder is Announced”, Agatha Christie play, October 31, Nov 1,6,7,8 7:30pm; Nov 1, 8 2pm matinee at Putnam HS Theatre.  Adults $12/ Seniors and Students $10

Umbrella Parade December 6th, downtown

Next meeting  - November 10, 2008, Public Safety Building, 7:00pm
Prepared by Linda M Hedges

Approved by David Aschenbrenner 10/14/08
