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May 12  2008 Meeting Notes
Public Safety Building, 7pm
Presiding: David Aschenbrenner Chairperson
Introductions and welcome
Ms Lee Decouteau representing the Milwaukie HS Graduation Party, Jim Young representing Milwaukie Center’s Meals on Wheels program, Faye Levinson representing New Century Players, and Beth Ragel from the City attended, plus 8 neighbors.
Elections

Mr Bischoff moved and Mrs Gentile seconded a motion to re-elect the members of the current board of officers for an additional year of service.  The motion passed.  

Police and Fire Reports

Bill Conway, Milwaukie Station Manager and Firefighter Rick Wilcox attended. They reported that the Clackamas FD 1 has hired 18 new firefighters and anticipates hiring 12 more (funded by a federal grant) with possibly 12 more over the next few years to bring staffing at the 17 stations in the district up to the federal recommended minimum of 4 per engine. Two new stations – one in Oregon City and one in Happy Valley, have opened. Conway reported that the #1 issue of public safety is the use and maintenance of smoke alarms in people’s homes. He noted that the FD will distribute, free of charge, smoke alarms to seniors and disabled citizens and will install them as well – phone the local fire department on the non-emergency phone number for assistance. Mary Weaver suggested that the Fire District contact Milwaukie Center’s Meals on Wheels program to request that all meal delivery personnel check when they deliver a meal to a home whether there is a working smoke alarm in their house or apartment.
Officer Danny Hill from Milwaukie PD attended.  He stated that the photo radar van has had some issues with the resolution of the photos being taken, but that should be resolved soon.  Traffic on 99E and 224 has slowed due to awareness of the cameras and photo radar enforcement. 
Officer Hill also reported that Officer John Truong will be undergoing extensive Dog Master training this summer.  The dog and its training will be purchased in July and currently a vehicle is being fitted out for the dog.

Some new Dodge chargers have been purchased for patrol. There is also discussion of purchasing a new Tahoe for use as a command unit.
The current Chief, Larry Kanzler, will be retiring in July and there is an expressed interest in the replacement candidate being retired FBI SAC of the Portland, Oregon Field Office, Robert Jordan.

It has been relatively quiet in Milwaukie over the past month. 

The Mongol motorcycle gang reported on in The Oregonian is being kept under observation but so far there have been no problems from this group.

Other gang contacts are being closely monitored, and Milwaukie Police work on a daily basis with the Gang Enforcement Team.

Questions from the neighbors included how to dispose of unwanted firearms (the police department will receive and receipt turned-in firearms) but ammunition should be disposed of either with Portland Police or at the HazMat area of the Recycling Center in Oregon City. 

Grants:
Ms Lee Decouteau from Milwaukie HS Graduation Party advised on their other fundraising efforts and the amount still needed, which was over $2500. The grant application had been completed. Mr Bischoff made a motion to grant them $1,000, which was seconded by Mrs Gentile. The motion carried.
Jim Young from Milwaukie Center’s Meals on Wheels program attended and recounted the contents of a letter received by the NDA from Mrs Joan Young, the Milwaukie Center’s Director that advised it cost over $7500 per year to provide several hundred meals to the 12 individuals in our neighborhood who receive meals.  Only about half of this cost is recovered from governmental resources. Beth Ragel confirmed the grant application had been completed.  Mr Bischoff made a motion to grant them $1,000, which was seconded by Mrs Gentile.  The motion carried.
Ms Faye Levinson from New Century Players described the arrangement the city has with the group to repair and upgrade the house at 37th and SE Washington leased by the group from the city for a minimal charge, their plans and their programs. They have commitments this year to upgrade the concrete stairs and handrail and to do landscaping, with cost requirements in the range of $750 to $1,000.  This house is meant to eventually be the center of arts programs in Milwaukie, and when in condition, can also be used as a meeting place as well as for other program uses.  Mr Bischoff moved to grant them $1,000, which was 

seconded by Mrs. Gentile.  The motion carried.  The paperwork will be completed this week.

Project Reports: 
Light Rail: 

The public comment period on the Light Rail SDEIS began May 9th, for 45 days.  Those interested in commenting as part of the official record can e-mail, write, or attend meetings, one of which is Wednesday, May 28th at MHS 6-8pm.  See the city’s website or the NDA’s on www.hectorcampbellnda.org for links to the Light Rail website.
2008-09 Budget
The Chair (who is the Chair of the Budget Committee) reported on the proposed city budget for next year.  Some projects, such as the Quiet Zone, ($310,000), the refurbishment of the City Hall garage for use as a Municipal court  ($900,000) and expansion of the Johnson Creek facilities for staff work space were not funded because not enough money was available to do so.  The Neighborhood Grant funding is still in the budget as are the improvements to the 37th Street and Oak Street railroad crossings.  Funding is being sought from state grants for work on the riverfront park project. Street maintenance on King Road and Washington will occur as planned this summer. These are part of a long-term plan for repair of the roads, being funded by local taxation and utilities surcharges.
Tri-Met Southgate Park and Ride
Tri-Met has pulled out of an agreement to purchase and renovate the old Southgate Theater location as a bus layover location due to rising costs that were not in their budget.  Further discussion with the City is on-going in hopes to find another suitable location outside of the downtown area. 
Sandwich Sign
The Chair asked if anyone was interested in refurbishing a sandwich board sign he has obtained so that we can put reminder information on it about our meetings and put it out on the Friday before each monthly meeting.  He did offer that a friend of his might be able to do the work and will request help from him.







Action: Dave Aschenbrenner

Hector Campbell School Information Sign

Mrs. Gentile reported that she had contacted the school principal regarding putting up an information sign outside the school, but with the cost involved including permits there was no money available and she felt the project should be dropped.  She reminded neighbors that the School District is redrawing school 
boundaries for next year and some of the children who will be attending next year will be from the Linwood area and some children currently at Hector Campbell will go to Seth Lewelling instead next year.

Hector Campbell Carnival
An enquiry was voiced as to whether or not this year’s Carnival was successful.  The Chair advised that Jeff Louden, the organizer for this year’s Carnival, had felt very pleased with the turnout this year and had said it was successful.  It was queried as to whether this was meant to be a fundraiser or a community event.  If it was meant as a fundraiser, did they reach their goal or not.  The Chair will enquire and report back.       

Action:  David Aschenbrenner
Parks Report:

The work party at Homewood Park Sunday May 4th, noon-3 had 5 people attend.  Weeding, planting and mulching. New dog waste containers and signage were done. More help is always welcome.  North Clackamas Parks has begun mowing the grass and picking up yard debris picked up by our volunteers. Sarah Smith has the draft proposal ready for the parks work.  There is about $50,000 available for the park enhancement from Metro and that is intended to be used for concrete sidewalks, curbing and pads for the tables and wheelchair accessible paths along with other elements required by legislation.  The play structure will cost approximately $16,000 and picnic tables about $800 each.  The NDA’s budget will pick up some of the cost after the $50k is spent.  Some work may have to be in later years, depending on what things cost as the work commences.
Public Safety Advisory Committee Report
Mary Weaver reported further investigation on her part into the new law relating to handicapped parking. It is unlikely to be enforced in Milwaukie as it is not currently a high priority for officers’ to patrol or ticket misuse of these spaces. They only ticket if there is no placard displayed. Her suggested way to remember the appropriate use of the diagonally marked spaces was “Stripes on the Right, Use Another Site”.  This means that unless you own one of the new disabled parking placards that contains the word “Wheelchair” on it, you are not entitled to park in a disabled parking space that has the diagonal stripes to the right of it, which are meant for those with wheelchairs to have sufficient space to unload in the parking bay. Those with a disabled placard and who are not wheelchair users should use other marked disabled parking bays without the stripes.
Mary also reported that further investigation into local emergency response units’ preparedness for an ethanol fire revealed that it is considered that there are adequate resources in Portland to deal appropriately with such a fire.
Information
The Farmers Market began Sunday May 11th.

The City Clean-up Day will be June 14th at locations at the old Southgate Theater site and at 60th and Johnson Creek Boulevard.  Citizens will find a coupon on the front page of the June Pilot which can be used to deliver one free load of large “junk” items such as scrap metal, old furniture, old appliances and other bulky trash to the locations. Disabled citizens can get free pick up at their home for such items. See the City’s website for details.

The County has a Mediation team to deal with disputes between neighbors.

Ballots for the 2008 primary are due at the County Clerk’s office by 8pm May 20th.  There is a drop box at Ledding Library.

Next meeting  - June 9, 2008
Prepared by Linda M Hedges

