Lake Road NDA Minutes for May 12, 2010; approved June 9, 2010

Location: Rowe Middle School

Meeting brought to order by secretary Phil Favorite, filling in for chair Debby Patten, at 6:36.

Secretary Phil Favorite read the minutes from the April meeting. The minutes were approved.

Milwaukie Police Chief Robert Jordan visited the group. He passed out crime statistics; he spoke to the group about a robbery at the local branch of Bank of the West. He said police had identified a suspect and issued a warrant for an arrest.

The chief said the department is sponsoring the Police Citizens Academy, which will feature 13 weeks of training for citizens in police-oriented activities. There will be 13 three-hour classes per week, with a couple of Saturday sessions worked in as well. Training will include work on a weapons range, tests for shooting accuracy, and work in “shoot/don’t shoot” scenarios that demonstrate how quickly officers have to make decisions about using their firearms. Chief Jordan passed out applications for the academy training.
Treasurer Kathy Buss gave a treasury report. She said we now have $2,560.74 in our checking account, and $6,578.53 in the combined accounts. She said we have one outstanding check, for the Milwaukie High School graduation party. She said she turned in a grant for $700, but MHS only requested $600. So she wrote a check to MHS for $600 and another one to the city for $100.

Kathy reported that the city is changing how grant funds will be distributed, to a way that will be easier on treasurers.

Linda Hedges of the Hector Campbell neighborhood gave a presentation regarding citywide emergency preparedness. She said the city has been inspired by efforts by the Island Station neighborhood who wanted to help neighbors during the snow storm of December 2008. She said Island Station built a data base of information regarding which neighbors can help with specific emergency tasks, and those who might have particular needs for help.

Ms. Hedges said the citywide efforts are designed to help citizens take care of each other and take the stress off the city’s emergency personnel during times of crisis. Part of the effort is to designate potential shelter sites where folks can go if forced to leave their homes. The hope is for sites to be located within a mile walk of every house in the city. Ms. Hedges recommended watching for updates on the plan in The Pilot newsletter, and said to watch for an online brochure with all the necessary information.

Ms. Hedges also spoke to the group about CERT Training, a national volunteer program designed to train folks in emergency preparedness. She said a team is being formed from the combined communities of Clackamas, Oregon City and Milwaukie. She said she’s looking for new volunteers to participate in a day of training at the Beavercreek fire station. She can be contacted at Linda@hammy.org or by phone at 503-343-0222. She said the next training day is scheduled for Saturday, June 12.

Gary Parkin of the city of Milwaukie and Darrin Stairs of OTAK updated the group on the status of the improvement plan for Lake Road. Mr. Parkin said that since he last spoke to the group, many approvals have gone through and planners are in the process of purchasing rite-of-way from Lake Road fronted homeowners. They posted an updated map of the plan on the wall for neighbors to study. 

Mr. Stairs said many of the environmental approvals have been obtained, and that his group is currently assessing the costs of acquiring rite-of-way and is marking and staking the construction easements. He said 53 properties will be effected by the plan. Appraisers will assess each property and make proposals, expected to continue through June. He said the project hopes to have all the necessary property acquired by December. He said the plan is for construction to begin in April of next year, and to continue for 12 to 18 months. A lively discussion regarding noise, speed limits and safety ensued.

The group elected officers for the next year. Debby Patten was nominated and re-elected chair; Kathy Buss was nominated and re-elected treasurer; Phil Favorite was nominated and re-elected secretary.

Neighbor Ron Silverman updated the group regarding the neighborhood sign to be placed at Southeast Washington Street and 32nd Avenue. He said Scott Webb’s bid of $1,455 has been accepted and a check for half that amount has been written. He said for $130 the sign could be installed on 4-by-4s. He said Webb will deliver the new sign in six weeks. He also said the old sign could be refurbished for $350. A lively discussion ensued.

The group voted to spend the $130 for sign installation. Ron said he’d provide an update on the progress of the new sign at the next meeting.

The group voted to donate $200 to the Boys and Girls club of Sellwood.

Neighbor Rika Warner spoke to the group about the efforts of Rowe Middle School parents to organize and help improve the work experience of Rowe faculty and staff. She said she gathered feedback from faculty members, who discussed a need for a dye-cast machine. She said she hoped to fill out a grant application to request funds through LRNDA. She also spoke of an upcoming fundraiser Rowe parents had organized.

The meeting adjourned at 8 p.m.
