ISNA Meeting Minutes – March 11, 2010
 Attendees: Bruce Smith, Alicia Hamilton, Greg Chaimov, Mary Weick, Claudia Steinberg, Chief Jordan, Lisa Batey, David Aschenbrenner, Carolyn Tomei, Gary Michael, Tonia Burns

1. MILWAUKIE MUSEUM REQUEST: David Aschenbrenner spoke of the stairs that needed to be replaced at the museum as they were a fire hazard. David organized the bids and work that totaled $7000. So far he has helped raise $3000, which leaves them with a $4000 debt. David mentioned that they receive NO funding from the County or City and rely entirely on donations.

2. TYLER RIVERHOUSE UPDATE: Carolyn Tomei and Gary Michael brought their duplex plans to show the neighbors. They expect the process of presenting their land use application to take several months and hope to begin construction mid to late summer. The duplex will be more in keeping with historic houses of the neighborhood and will include a double car garage and space for 2 cars in front of the garage (as required). 
3. TRI-MET LIGHT RAIL UPDATE: Claudia Steinberg presented visual renderings of what the light rail system will look like in Milwaukie. Specifically, she showed what the overpass will look like in our neighborhood and how it affects specific houses and property owners. Claudia mentioned that they are at the 30% design phase and are just getting ready to submit for final design approval which they expect by the end of October. Next Monday, the 15th, there will be an open house at the Bridge City Church from 6 – 9pm to discuss how the plans will affect traffic in Downtown Milwaukie. There will also be a meeting next Thursday the 18th to discuss the affects on bike commuters. That meeting will begin at 6:30pm at the station site on the west side of SE 21st Avenue just north of Lake Rd. The meeting will continue at the Pond House to review and discuss light rail plans. Claudia emphasized that they want to make certain that all neighborhoods clearly understand what the impacts will be.

4. POLICE UPDATE: Chief Jordan gave an update on crime in our neighborhood. There was one larceny at the guitar shop last month. He also discussed the issue of a Police Detective arrested for alleged Domestic Abuse. Chief said they are taking the manner seriously. There is a court hearing on March 15th. If he is acquitted the City of Milwaukie will investigate the situation internally to determine his future on the police force. If he is charged he will be fired. Carolyn Tomei expressed concern as they handle this situation as victims will often rescind accusations for fear of losing financial support or for other reasons. She wanted to make certain that it is handled carefully and with great thought. Finally, he discussed an event that had just taken place in the Linwood neighborhood involving a Deputy doing a Probation Check on a gentleman that resulted in an evacuation of several blocks due to suspicious explosive materials being found in the home. This man and another were arrested for parole violations and police continue to investigate the situation.

5. SPRING PARK UPDATE: Tonia Burns from N. Clack Park and Recreation spoke about the work accomplished last year with the $1000 the ISNA donated. Work included controlling and removing Japanese knotweed, blackberry, English laurel, clematis and other invasive plants. They also planted willows and other softwood stakes as well as over 250 plans including cascara, big leaf maple, willows, snowberry and others. The final project area affected was approximately 1. 5 acres. To continue momentum and maintain all the work they’ve done they have asked for approximately $2000. Tonia said that when neighborhoods commit time and resources to certain projects it helps keep projects at the top of the list. She also mentioned that they hope to work more with Portland Parks to learn about their efforts and to team together.

JoAnn Herrigel attended to discuss concerns about a neighbor’s encroachement on Spring Park land. After much discussion it was agreed that the neighborhood would like to proceed sensitively with hopes to reach a compromise agreeable to all parties.

Bruce Smith brought up his continued dismay with the parking situation for Spring Park. He counted 20 cars one day last week and feels strongly that the ISNA and city pursue parking alternatives that do not include parking on Lark Street or on 20th Street.

Lisa Batey inquired about interest in a work party on March 20th. Several neighbors agreed to help. Work party will take place at the entrance of Spring Park from 10am – noon. Bring your work gloves and boots!

6. EMERGENCY NETWORK: Mary Weick gave an update and said that the Network has the Chief of Police, the Mayor and PSAC’s support. She hopes that next steps will include purchasing equipment such as a generator, tents for shelter, first aid supplies, and food. Approximate amount for these items is $1000. Mary is going to do research on the equipment , but only with the help of other citizens. Lisa Batey suggested Charles Bird as a good contact and Greg Chaimov suggested asking Tom Hogan to attend our next ISNA meeting to discuss his work on a Gladstone Emergency Preparedness Plan. Mary mentioned that Odd Fellow, John Dody, is keen on the idea of being a shelter for the City (one of many, hopefully) and he has experience with emergency survival. 

7. THE GRANGE AND FUTURE MEETINGS: Alicia Hamilton reported that the Grange is now asking for insurance and signed contracts prior to allowing use of space. Alicia said that it is becoming increasingly difficult to work with the Grange and suggested that the ISNA look into meeting alternatives.

8. GRANT REQUESTS:

a. MILWAUKIE MUSEUM: Motion to donate $500 was made and carried with none opposed.

b. MILWAUKIE CENTER: Alicia presented information on behalf of Cheryl Nally re: the June 4th, 30 year celebration at the Center. It was agreed that people would rather fund services than a celebration. No donation was agreed to.

c. SPRING PARK: Motion to donate $2000 was made and carried with none opposed.

9. MAY ELECTIONS: Both Alicia and Bruce stated that they would be stepping down in their duties after May’s meeting. It was noted that if no one steps up to run the meetings the ISNA will be defunct.

10. JANUARY MINUTES: Motion to approve minutes was made and carried with none opposed.

11. TREASURER’S REPORT: Motion to approve Treasurer’s Report was made and carried with none opposed.

12. ANNOUNCEMENTS:

a. Paulann Petersen Poetry Workshop on April 10th. Call Grady ASAP if you are interested.

b. First Friday event: Alicia gave an update on the First Friday event taking place in Milwaukie starting May 7th. It will include music, art, kid activities, businesses open from 4 – 8pm and will take place throughout downtown Milwaukie.

13. KELLOGG TREATMENT PLANT PLAN: Greg Chaimov presented preliminary work done by local Architects, Landscape Architects, Urban Planners, Designers to come up with a starting point for a discussion on the possibilities for the Treatment Plant space. An open house will take place in April with a date TBD.

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:45pm.

