ISNA Meeting Minutes – 1/14/2010

ATTENDEES: Carolyn Tomei Gary Michael, John Ellis, Marissa Dorais, Paul Faiman, Chief Bob Jordan, Bruce Smith, Mary Weick, Charles Bird, Jo Anne Bird, Lisa Batey, Melissa Mattern, Beth Ragel, Joe Krumm, Aeylin Summers, Melissa Perkins, Dr. Tim Mills, Kenny Asher

· SCHOOL DISTRICT UPDATE: Dr. Tim Mills, N. Clackamas School Superintendent, spoke of entering the next phase of a strategic plan developed by the School Board to help students be “engaged, inspired and ready”.  Work to improve achievement, equity and support services for students are being developed to create a foundation for any choice a student makes for his/her future. Dr. Mills emphasized the diversity in our district (56 different languages spoken, 2000 ESL students, 2000 Special Education students) and the rising poverty level of many.

He emphasized that we are entering the last 18 months of the 2006 bond measure that pumped 209 million dollars into North Clackamas Schools and created 6 new schools as well as including an extensive remodel of existing schools.

He mentioned the good fortune that we have the Sabin-Schellenberg Center in our district as it allows 100% of students able to participate in specialized classes (culinary, broadcasting and digital media, information technology, forest service, agriculture to name a few).

Alicia Hamilton inquired about the plans to continue to incorporate art and music in the curriculum. Dr. Mills said they plan to maintain the programs with reduction. In other words, they will do their best to maintain the programs, but will have to increase class size, and reduce teacher and classified employee days.

Melissa Perkins inquired about layoffs and wondered if it is a bargaining year for teachers. Dr. Mills said that there are 110 fewer full-time staff positions since last September and that he is uncertain what will happen in the near future until we know the affects of the Measure 66/67 vote. He also mentioned that contracts are up at the end of the year.

A question about whether or not there will be more charter schools created was raised. Dr. Mills said there is currently a request for a Ukranian/Russian school before the Board and they will vote on it on January 21st. He was not aware of any other requests and mentioned that they will only be considered as funding allows.

Jo Anne Bird mentioned that she feels strongly that the children in our neighborhood should go to schools in our community and not be shipped off to Alder Creek and Rex Putnam. She also spoke of her to desire to see more work done to schools on this side of 205 and feels that Happy Valley should be paying for their own schools. Dr. Mills explained that these new schools help pay for the remodels of schools such as Ardenwald Elementary.

· MHS GRAD PARTY: John Ellis, parent of a Senior at Milwaukie High School, spoke about the need to fund the Graduation Party at the school. He mentioned the costs associated with the party being $90 per student and that approx. 70% attend the party. He said they accept in-kind donations (prizes, food, etc.) as well as monetary donations and that he is asking $500 - $1000 from the NDAs.

It was brought up that since our kids don’t attend MHS we should be donating to the Rex Putnam Grad Party. John said he would forward the contact for that.

· ELK ROCK ISLAND: Marissa Dorais, Stewardship Coordinator and Botanic Specialist for Portland Parks, introduced herself as the new volunteer coordinator. She hopes to increase wildlife habitat, restoration and work on creating a positive presence in the park. This fall she worked with volunteers to plant 300 native species on the island in areas where “Protect the Best” volunteers pulled ivy. 

Questions re: herbicide use were raised. Marissa said that the crew is always considering when they should use manual methods vs. herbicidal methods and that while her preference is manual there is often a need for spraying. She also mentioned that the use of herbicides does not affect the water the way they use it. A concern how people are made aware of spraying was raised. Marissa said the PPR crew will let people know when and where they are spraying but she does not have control over Spring Park spraying.

Marissa also wanted to make certain that everyone in the neighborhood is aware of who to call when witnessing certain activity on or near the Island. See attached document for details.

Gary Michael asked for suggestions on how to deal with people with unleashed dogs. Marissa said they have a program called “Dogs for the Environment” and that they bring up the issues that the dogs can disturb hidden ground nesting birds and that the scent of a dog trampling through the underbrush will affect the animals that live in these environments.

Lisa Batey said she would like to rejuvenate the work party momentum from earlier years. Marissa said the SOLV deadline for this years event is January 31st and that she is happy to help organize the event with us.

Alicia Hamilton asked that Marissa Dorais and Joe Krumm connect to make certain the school district is aware of whom to contact to facilitate work parties/school projects on the Island.

· ISNA POLICE UPDATE: Chief Bob Jordan distributed crime statistics for the City. He mentioned that ISNA is one of the quieter neighborhoods with only 2 crimes (1 larceny and 1 burglary).

He said they currently have 3 openings in the department; 1 Sergeant position, 1 starting Police Officer and a Police Records position.

Chief Jordan spoke about the recent sex crime by a Milwaukie father to his 12 year old daughter. He said that as the investigation took place they needed to activate an Amber Alert and had a successful capture of the perpetrator. A neighbor asked the Chief to avoid the details and get to the point of his story. Chief responded that the details have been requested by other NDAs and he thought we might want/need them. He continued to explain that the incident has brought increased awareness for the need of education. He will hold a workshop titled “Teen Friendships, Relationships, & Safety in the Digital World” for parents of Middle School and High School students on February 8th at the Milwaukie High School auditorium at 7pm. See attached flyer for more details.

Beth Ragel mentioned that the City's Community Services Department is offering a free training in conjunction with the Milwaukie Police Department and State Police Department on sex offender laws. Staff will also be providing some tips on protecting your kids from predators along with a list of resources. Training is schedule to take place on January 30th from 9:30 am – 11:30am at the Milwaukie Public Safety Building.

Finally, Chief Jordan spoke about his inquiry of what neighbors described as suspicious activity. He mentioned that he and his officers have stopped people fitting the descriptions given to him by neighbors and that none of these people have a criminal record or warrants out for their arrest. It was determined that they live in a house  that neighbors worry is a boarding house in what should be a single family unit.  

· TREATMENT PLANT UPDATE:  Kenny Asher gave a history of the treatment plant issues with Clackamas County Service District (CCSD). While contract negotiations have been taking place since 2007 things heated up in May 2009 when CCSD officially terminated the 1970 agreement (effective July 31, 2009). CCSD said they will continue to provide treatment service and will charge Milwaukie a “market” rate based on actual cost of providing service. CCSD determined the new rate of $25.31 (a $14/month increase) and offered a deadline of February 28th, 2010 to reach terms on the contract. Failing agreement, CCSD will allow Milwaukie 5 years to get treatment services elsewhere.

This new contract raises several issues including the fact that CCSD is dictating rates without giving the City of Milwaukie any ownership interest (i.e. rights of usage) in Kellogg (this despite their $11.6 million investement in the plant). It also brings up the question why Milwaukie should pay for capacity it does not need or use and is it fair for Milwaukie to pay to correct a CCSD capacity deficit.

While everyone is in agreement that the Kellogg Treatment Plant desperately needs system upgrades (upgrade aeration blowers, add chemicals to improve settling in Primary and Secondary Clarifiers, replace backup disinfection tanks and pipe, build secondary process bypass pip to handle high flow events, replace plant control system) the City of Milwaukie has been in a land use tug-of-war with CCSD regarding what the County is allowed to do with the Kellogg Treatment Plant property. The City says the County is subject to Land Use laws like everyone else and subsequently has to apply for a land use permit prior to performing any upgrades that would allow for increased capacity. CCSD submitted an electrical permit which the City denied due to the fact that it indicated increased potential capacity which is not allowed without a land use review process.

A question was raised re: who ejudicates the process? Kenny said potentially a judge and, in theory, DEQ. 

Greg Chaimov elaborated on this by explaining that in order to fight the County it is necessary to hire a Land Use attorney and a Public Relations firm to keep the citizens informed (the dissemination of information is too much for the City Staff to handle). Greg passed out information on a temporary rate increase to pay for these additional services which will be voted on by the Council on Tuesday, January 20th at 7pm.

Neighbors inquired what is next?

Kenny explained that the city hosted a charrette with Land Use experts, Water Treatment experts, Architects, Metro President, and a member from the Governor’s team to figure what the possible solutions could be. Some ideas are to create an education center/conference center that will be a hub of water stewardship in the state and possibly, in the country. This could occur with a modified treatment plant that would take up one quarter of the footprint of the current plant. This plant would treat liquids only, while solids would continue to be treated at the Tri-Cities plant. In order to do this an entire system needs to be built (including building the infrastructure to pipe all the solids to Tri-Cities). In order to fund such a development the hope is that the destination attraction will lure federal funding so the burden does not solely fall on Milwaukie residents.

Alicia Hamilton expressed concern that while this alternative idea sounds good on paper, she fears that the federal funding will not come through and we will be forced to put a 5-story hotel on the waterfront to fund the project. She wants to make certain funding is solid prior to moving forward and does not want funding alone to dictate what type of development gets placed on the riverfront.

Carolyn Tomei expressed her dismay at not being included in the Charrette and that she expects to be included in these meetings in the future.

Lisa Batey was curious to know if the survey that was sent out to residents was going to be made public. The answer was not known.

Kenny said that Mayor Ferguson wants everyone to know that the door for future discussions   is wide open.

He also mentioned that you can do the following to voice your opinions and to help protect the City in this dispute with the County:

1.  Show up at the Tuesday, January 19th, City Council meeting to voice your approval of the temporary rate increase which will help fund the City’s need to defend  it’s position NOT to double the Milwaukie Sewer rates and to give the City more ownership in the process.

2. Write a letter to the Board of County Commissioners at:  2051 Kaen Road, Oregon City, OR 97045

3. Remember that 3 of these Commissioners are up for reelection…..

On a completely different topic, Kenny wanted to let everyone know that he will be presenting to Council on February 2nd a plan to allocate funds for a “Walk Safely” Program that will  allow each NDA to use money for traffic calming as they see fit.

· EMERGENCY NETWORK: Mary Weick presented the following update:

· Milwaukie Grange has ok’d ISNA’s use of its facility as a “Command Center” in case of emergency.

· Mary and Linda Hedges (Secretary of Hector Campbell) are working on setting up a comprehensive and practical emergency plan for all NDAs. Linda has written a proposal which will be evaluated at the PSAC meeting on January 28th. It includes ways in which each neighborhood could work towards some degree of independent action and at the same time coordinate efforts with the Red Cross and other voluntary organizations as well as with the Fire and Police Departments.

· Mary and Linda will be meeting with various officials from these organizations to identify Red Cross shelters. 

· In February at the NDA Leadership meeting the emergency planning strategy will be discussed and brought back to each NDA.

· We will do a test run of the phone tree the week of January 19th.

Alicia Hamilton mentioned that Pastor Clyde Yoshida of the Ohana Fellowship has offered their building as a potential emergency shelter and that Mary should contact him directly.

· PSAC: Alicia Hamilton reminded everyone of the need for ISNA to find a representative on the Public Safety Advisory Board. She wanted to make certain that everyone realizes that without someone on this Board we have no one asking for traffic calming funds for our neighborhood, no one to address specific public safety issues, etc. Jo Anne Bird mentioned that she would volunteer although she could not make the first meeting. Alicia said she would help out on any dates Jo Anne can not attend.

Alicia also mentioned a request from David Hedges, the PSAC Chair, for money to help fund the Police Officer of the Year Award Dinner. Questions re: what the money pays for was raised. Alicia forgot the e-mail with all the details but said the dinner is in March and most NDAs donate around $200. 

· SPRING PARK: Lisa Batey asked if anyone would like to help her figure out the signage issue at Spring Park (help with graphic design, type of sign, etc.). Alicia Hamilton said she would. If anyone would like to be involved please contact Lisa Batey at: lisabatey@msn.com
Lisa also brought up the issue of the Arnell family’s encroachment into Spring Park (equal to approx. .7 acres). It was determined that JoAnn Herrigel is looking into this issue and that we will ask her to attend out next meeting. Bruce Smith mentioned that he did not feel this was necessary as it is not an entrance and was not affecting anyone. Lisa said that while it is not currently an entrance that it is marked as an entrance in the Spring Park Master Plan and we should protect it.  Further action will be delayed until our next meeting.

· USS RANGER: Alicia briefly mentioned the request for bringing a decommissioned super aircraft carrier to our metropolitan area. It is presented as a “stimulus package that won’t cost the taxpayer anything.” Greg Chaimov mentioned that he did not feel the need to host an aircraft carrier in our area and is against it.
For more information visit the USS Ranger website: www.ussranger.org or contact the Foundation office: 503-558-8519 or rangerinfo@ussranger.org
· MINUTES: Minutes from December meeting were approved.

· TREASURER’s REPORT: Bruce reported that we have approximately $14k in our account.

· Alicia Hamilton made a motion to donate $100 to the MHS Grad Night fund. After much discussion for and against the motion was seconded and approved.

· Carolyn Tomei made a motion to donate $50 to the Police Officer’s Dinner. Motion was seconded and approved.

· Motion to write a grant for $2000 to replenish the Social Outreach fund was approved.

· A request to pay the Grange $1000 to cover this year and last year’s rent was made. There was some concern that this was too much money since we only meet every other month and that we should find out what we have donated in the past. Mary Weick mentioned that the rate is $11/hour per the Grange Scheduler. It was agreed that we will continue this discussion at our next meeting.

· MEETING ADJOURNED AT 9PM

