Historic Milwaukie NDA Minutes

May 10, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by chair Dion Shepard. A total of 11 people attended the meeting. Out city liaison was Beth Regel. 

The meeting began with introductions around the room. First to speak was Cheryl Nalley representing the Milwaukie Center. This year is the center’s 30th anniversary. The Milwaukie Center is asking for funding for this event. The center serves hundreds of citizens everyday. They serve meals, host classes, and have many other activities.
Next Milwaukie police chief Bob Jordan addressed the group. Office John Hipes also attended. Chief Jordan passed out the most recent crime statistics. He also followed up on some previous concerns expressed over activity at Scott Park. The department has recently issued 3 MIP’s in the area, and has responded every time they have been called. He suggested that there is a possibility that additional lighting could deter some of the activity after the park has closed, but emphasized that it should be done in a way that does not negatively impact those that live nearby.

Chief Jordan also announced the citizens academy beginning this fall, he talked briefly about the possibly effects of budget tightening next year, and volunteered to meet with neighbors on Washington Street who have concerns over some recent break-ins and the increased pedestrian activity associated with light rail.

Next the group voted for Ray Bryan to represent them for two additional years on the Public Safety Advisory Committee. That was followed by a positive discussion of the Milwaukie First Friday event. 
Beth Regel made several announcements including the May 22nd 5K walk and pancake breakfast to raise money for Milwaukie Daze. The construction of the Jackson street bus shelters and sculpture garden to begin next week,  the volunteer recognition event on Monday May 24th, and the Comic Art Show June 18th -23rd at Milwaukie High performing arts center featuring, items from the collection of Mike Richardson owner of Dark Horse Comics.

Ed Zumwalt announced that the Scott Park concerts held Wednesdays at noon concerts will begin June 23rd.

The members then voted to apply for grant funds. $300 for the Milwaukie Center anniversary, and $400 for landscaping and clean up expenses occurred at the last downtown cleanup. After the votes that approved both motions, we discussed possibilities to encourage down town businesses and land lords to take more pride in there spaces by keeping them cleaner.
Finally we voted for Dion Shepard to serve another year as chair and Ed Zumwalt as vice chair. There was a brief discussion on the insurance provided by the city for our events. The meeting was adjourned.

Submitted by Ray Bryan

