Historic Milwaukie NDA Minutes

March 8, 2010

The meeting was opened by chair Dion Shepard at 6:30 pm. It was held at the Ledding Library Pond House and attended by 19 people. Our city liaison was Planning Director Katy Mangle. Mayor Jeremy Ferguson also attended as well as City Light Rail Coordinator Wendy Hemmen. We began by introducing ourselves.


First to speak was David Aschenbrenner. Dave attended on behalf of the Milwaukie Museum. The museum recently had to spend $7000 to replace an exterior stairway. It has been rebuilt with treated wood to ADA standards. The museum receives no funding from the city, so David is attending NDA meetings asking for grant money to help pay for the stair way.


Next Historic Milwaukie resident Val Hubbard introduced us to Artmob. MOB stands for Milwaukie on Board. They are a new organization and Val handed out a brochure detailing their mission and goals.  Their first project will be a sculpture garden on the Jackson Street side of City Hall. The garden is a response to the new bus shelters being built on Jackson Street. It should be finished by the end of June 2010. It will feature 6 pedestals that will support a revolving display of sculptures.


On June 19th Artmob will also sponsor a display of the personal comic book collection of Dark Horse Comic owner Mike Richardson. It will be held at the newly remodeled performing art center at Milwaukie High School. Their website is www.artmob.net

Next as Val left to speak at another NDA meeting, Becky Ives gave us detailed information on the Jackson St. sculpture garden and plans to improve the landscaping in front of city hall. The Jackson St. landscaping will be a rock garden with plants mixed in. It will consist of large boulders and crushed granite for the paths. It will be based on a design reflecting local geographic features and the boulders closest to the street will be flat so they can be sat on. The project will be paid for by a grant from Clackamas County and from TriMet’s contribution to art as part of the new bus shelters. The area will be lighted at night.
Becky also informed us of plans improve the landscaping in front of City Hall. This is a separate project with separate funding. The project will include new trees, planters and moving the memorial stone.

Next we were privileged to have Police Chief Bob Jordan. Chief Jordan handed out monthly crime statistics, updated us on the situation with detective Garret, and reported that the Johnson Creek Residential Facility is now occupied. He was asked about speeding on McLoughlin and the difference in signage when approaching Milwaukie from the North vs. the South. The chief indicated that ODOT is responsible for the signs. 

After the chief, Claudia Steinberg from TriMet brought copies of the Conceptual Design Report for the Portland Milwaukie light rail line. Claudia brought several poster boards with her that showed the portions of the line through Milwaukie. The conceptual design publication is available on the internet and is intended to highlight the goals of the project as well as the challenges the project faces.

Claudia answered several questions subjects including: having a closed system, ticket machine reliability, design of the project, local school involvement. The new line will be called the orange line.

Dion then opened up the discussion on grant requests. Requests for the museum, festival days, and Milwaukie Center open house were tabled until next month so we can find out what other NDA’s are doing. The group did pass a motion to apply for grant funds to purchase the two planters for the front of City Hall. The exact amount of the money is not known but it is approximately $228.

Next Kim announced a new event in Milwaukie, first Friday. The first event will be May 7th. The event is a collaboration of downtown businesses and the NDA. Down town businesses will stay open until 8 pm; there will be a concert/dance featuring the Touchables at the Masonic Lodge, as well as other events. They are working on printing up an information flyer.
Ed Zumwalt informed us of the Authors Quarterly program that begins April 22nd at 6:30 pm at the library pond house. The event will highlight local authors. April will feature Tom Larson, Scott Lazerby, and Bob Frey.

Next Ray asked for feed back on two requests made at the last PSAC meeting to get NDA feed back on potential proposals to outlaw pan handling, and to be more aggressive on towing illegally parked cars in the neighborhoods. Members suggest giving to charities rather than panhandlers. They also wondered if posting signs announcing when the streets would be swept would help get cars out of the way. They also questioned if cars parked partially on the sidewalk could be towed.
Mayor Jeremy Ferguson asked if there were any questions for him. He was asked if council wanted individual or NDA consensus on the proposed funding for the walk safely program. They would like both.

Dion announced the downtown clean up on April 17th from 9 am until noon. The clean up will focus on the intersection of Main and Washington. The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm.
Submitted by Ray Bryan

