MINUTES HISTORIC MILWAUKIE NDA

February 8, 2010


The meeting was held in the Library Pond House, our staff liaison was Beth Ragel, it was called to order by chair Dion Shepard at 6:30 pm. A total of 16 citizens attended our meeting.


First to speak was Molly Little. Molly is principal of both Milwaukie Elementary 
School and El Puente Bilingual School. Principal Little gave us an interesting and comprehensive history of El Puente. This is the 7th year for the Spanish /English school. The school shares space at Milwaukie Elementary because attendance has been declining. Molly invited us to tour the school on any Tuesday morning from now until spring break.


Molly also thanked the association for their support of the school’s students in need. The Historic Milwaukie NDA has used grant funds to provide food and clothes for Milwaukie Elementary’s students and families during the Thanksgiving Christmas season. The association also has a separate grant fund for special and extraordinary needs that arise.

Second to report was Milwaukie police offer John Truong. John reminded us all to register for the Code Red program via the internet or in person at the police department. Those who have moved or changed phone numbers or have not registered a cell phone should sign up. The code red system was used recently to warn Island Station residents of a dangerous person at large, and later to inform them that everything was OK.


Officer Truong was asked about Elk Rock Island were the suspect that was arrested had been living. The island is owned by the City of Portland, but Milwaukie police respond to the calls. John encouraged people to call if the witness something illegal on the island.

Additionally John updated us on the hiring of a new officer and the promotion of another to sergeant. He also followed up on a request for arrest and conviction data to be included on the monthly crime report. The crime report is distributed each month by the Milwaukie police officer that attends our meeting. It is not possible to include that data on the report.


Officer Truong’s presentation ended with a discussion of traffic enforcement on Lake Road, school zones, and McLoughlin Blvd.


Next Molly Little had some more information to share. Next school year the North Clackamas School District will be requiring some students who currently ride the school bus to walk to school. About 50 additional students from Milwaukie Elementary who now ride the bus will be walking or getting a ride from parents next year. Students in first through sixth grades may be required to walk up to one mile. The concern is that 27th Ave, the only access to Milwaukie Elementary will become even more congested when students arrive and leave school. She also invited us to their annual fund raising auction on February 27th at the Monarch Hotel. Traditionally the event raises up to $10,000 for outdoor school and other programs.


Third on the agenda was Milwaukie City Councilor Greg Chaimov. Councilor Chaimov reported that the city will receive additional funding for transportation from the state. He is asking that citizens give feed back to the council on their preference of two possible options for the money. One would be to fund a pedestrian improvement program in the city. The second would be to give the money back to residents by reducing the street maintenance fund fees. The group preferred the pedestrian improvement program. 

After Councilor Chaimov, we had a discussion on light rail. Ray Bryan reported on the events of the last Citizens Advisory Committee, other members expressed their concerns about the project. The discussion focused on the finances of the project as well as the location of public improvements.

It was Councilor Chaimov’s turn again as he brought us all up to date on the latest information regarding our sewer rates. The city is raising the rates by one dollar per ccf unit per month. The money will go to hire professionals to bolster Milwaukie’s position in its impasse with Clackamas County. Greg confirmed the history of the cooperation of Milwaukie and Clackamas County in building the plant. Milwaukie contributed a 40% share of local funds to build the plant, and for 40 years has only used 25% of the capacity. After 40 years, Clackamas county canceled an agreement and began billing Milwaukie at a new rate over double the in the contract.


State representative Carolyn Tomei has introduced a bill during the legislature’s special session that would require service providers to go through arbitration rather than cutting off service. Former Mayor of Milwaukie Jim Bernard testified against the bill. The association members asked questions and made comments. The discussion included system development charges and conservation ideas.

Finally it was time for announcements. Events the were announced included a prescription drug collection event in April, an emergency preparedness meeting Feb 18th at City Hall, and a light rail open house at the High School on Feb 25th.  At the very end of the meeting a motion was made and passed to ask the city to educate citizens on and promote water saving ideas. The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm.
Submitted by Ray Bryan

