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Gil Adamson.  Outlander 

Fleeing the law in 1903 after killing her husband, Mary Boulton races toward the 

mountains while being tormented by visions of the cold-blooded brothers-in-law who 

pursue her, forcing her to retreat deeper into the wilds of the West and her own 

imagination. 

Thomas Berger.  Little Big Man 

The astonishing reminiscences of an ancient and immodest Indian frontiersman form a 

witty, lusty, and highly impressive epic, a panoramic enlargement of the way of life in the 

Old West. 

Willa Cather.  My Antonia 

The book's narrator, Jim Burden, arrives in the fictional town of Black Hawk, Nebraska, on 

the same train as the Shimerdas, when he goes to live with his grandparents after his 

parents have died. Jim develops strong feelings for Ántonia Shimerda, something between a 

crush and a filial bond, and the reader views Ántonia's life, including its attendant struggles 

and triumphs, through that lens. 

James Fenimore Cooper.  The Last of the Mohicans : A Narrative of 1757   

In 1757, the third year of the French and Indian War, Hawkeye, a colonial scout, and his 

friends, Chingachkook, a chief of the Mohicans, and his son Uncas risk their lives to guide 

two English sisters through hostile territory and evade the evil Huron, Magua, who is 

determined to destroy them.  



Sandra Dallas.  The Diary of Mattie Spenser 

Unexpectedly married to the man considered the catch of her hometown, a young woman 

finds herself traveling via covered wagon to Colorado in search of a new start, with only her 

reticent husband and her personal journal to keep her company..   

Ivan Doig.  Dancing at the Rascal Fair 

The settlement of Montana between 1890 and 1919 is recounted through the quiet but 

compelling life of Angus McCaskill, a young Scotsman who travels with his friend Rob 

Barclay to Montana's Two Medicine Country to homestead. 

Karen Fisher.  A Sudden Country 

His life turned upside down by the deaths of his children from smallpox and desertion of 

his Nez Perc?e wife, Hudson's Bay Company trader James MacLaren joins a group of 

settlers headed west to Oregon in 1847. 

A. B. Guthrie.  The Big Sky 

Traveling the Missouri River from St. Louis to the Rockies, three frontiersmen live as 

trappers, traders, guides, and explorers. The story centers on Caudill, a young Kentuckian 

driven by a raging hunger for life and a longing for the blue sky and brown earth of big, 

wild places. Caught up in the freedom and savagery of the wilderness, Caudill becomes an 

untamed mountain man, whom only the beautiful daughter of a Blackfoot chief dares to 

love 

Deborah Larsen.  The White 

A novel based on the story of Mary Jemison, who, in 1758, was taken by a Shawnee raiding 

party from her home near Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, describes her life among the Seneca 

and reveals how she became an integral part of their tribe. 

Jeanette Walls.  Half-Broke Horses: a True Life Novel  

A novel based on the life of the author's grandmother, Lily Casey Smith, who learned to 

break horses in childhood, journeyed five hundred miles as a teen to become a teacher, and 

ran a vast ranch in Arizona with her husband while raising two children. 

 


