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The City Code Corner
Written by Tim Salyers, Code Compliance 

The Chief ’s Corner
Written by Steve Bartol, Chief of Police

We had a total of 806 cases in 2015. Here’s our top 
violations from this past year: 

Weeds & Noxious Growth                 166
Debris on Private Property                              115
No Business Tax Paid                                       70
Zoning Code Violations                                  64
Overhanging Vegetation (Sidewalk/Street)       59
RV & Boat Parking Issues                                43
Traffic Sign Obstruction                                   40
Parking on Grass/Unapproved Surfaces             39
Building Code Violations                                  29
Barking Dogs                                                     27

Keep an eye on these kinds of issues, and if you see
something give me a call at 503-786-7409. 

Happy New Year!  As the 
year rolls over it’s always a 
good opportunity to remind 
folks about our Code Red 
System.  This system is a 
reverse 911 that allows us to 
notify you when we have an 
emergency in your neighbor-
hood that requires some action.  In the past we have used 
the program to notify people when we have had police 
actions involving dangerous suspects running through 
the blocks, hazardous materials calls and to help locate 
missing children.  If you have a land line associated with 
your house or business, it is already included in these 
calls.  However, if you are like my family and have cut 
the cord and gone all mobile, you need to register your 
cell phone with the system in order to get these calls.  
This is a good thing to do even if you do have a land line 
so that you get notifications about your neighborhood 
even when you’re not at home.  To learn more about the 
Code Red system or to register your cell phone, visit our 
web page at www.milwaukieoregon.gov/police and look 
for the Code Red button on the left side of the page. If 
you do not have computer access or would like some 
assistance getting registered, call our Police Department 
at 503-786-7400 and we will help. 

Update on Riverfront Park

Classes on Starting Your 
Own Business
The City of Milwaukie is partnering with Mercy Corps North-

west to provide a six session Business Foundations I class begin-
ning February 25. The six three-hour sessions will take place on 
Thursdays from 5 to 8 p.m. The dates of each session include 
Feb. 25 and March 3, 10, 17, 24, and 31.  

The class costs $175, but there are scholarships available to 
those eligible. The 
first ten Milwaukie 
residents and/or busi-
nesses are eligible for 
a $25 grant, provided 
by Milwaukie’s Com-
munity Development Department. Partial scholarships are also 
available to low-income individuals with proper documentation. 

You can register for the class, learn more about it, and submit 
any questions you may have by visiting www.mercycorpsnw.org/
event/milwaukie/. Questions about the class can also be directed 
to the Training Team at 503-896-5050 or by emailing aperez@
mercycorpsnw.org.

Riverfront Park will re-
main closed to cars and 
vehicles pulling boats until 
temporary or permanent 
repairs can be made to the 
bridge over Kellogg Creek. 
Recent rains and flooding 
events have eroded areas 
along the shore and have 
washed away fill material 
behind the wing wall of 
the bridge. The situation 
has made it unsafe to access the park from the south entrance. 
However, the park will remain open to foot traffic from the north. 
We recommend parking downtown and using the crosswalk at 
Harrison and McLoughlin to enter the park. The engineering 
department is in the process of gathering earth and soils data 
near the bridge so they can make a determination on repair op-
tions. They intend to discuss their findings with City Council 
on February 2. Also, because Governor Brown has declared rain 
and flooding in our area as a state emergency, city staff has met 
with Oregon’s Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
representatives to apply for emergency funding to pay for costs to 
repair the bridge and shore. For more information contact Mitch 
Nieman at 503- 786-7573, or niemanm@milwaukieoregon.gov, 
or log on to the city’s website at www.milwaukieoregon.gov.
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