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This community represents a mid–range between the narrow riparian areas 
and deep ravines characteristic of upper sections of streams in the west 
hills and the broad flood plains of the Columbia and Willamette. Western 

red cedars are common along with alder and bigleaf maple. Cottonwood, alder, 
and willows are common along the frequently flooded wet fringe on the banks 
of the stream. The shrub layer is dominated by red–osier dogwood, indian plum, 
and ninebark.

KEY Most common species appear in bold type

Italic type indicates species that rarely occur in this community within Portland

Latin Name Common Name

TREES

Red Alder

Acer macrophyllum Big–leaf Maple

Alnus rubra Red Alder

Crataegus suksdorfii Black Hawthorn

Fraxinus latifolia Oregon Ash

Populus balsamifera var. trichocarpa Black Cottonwood

Populus tremuloides Quaking Aspen

Salix lucida ssp lasiandra Pacific Willow

Thuja plicata Western Red Cedar

Abies grandis Grand Fir

Cornus nuttallii Western Flowering Dogwood

Pseudotsuga menziesii Douglas Fir

Rhamnus purshiana Cascara

Along streams like Johnson Creek which flood periodically and have broad 
floodplains, a distinct mixed coniferous/deciduous community is found.

2.2 MIXED CONIFEROUS/DECIDUOUS  
RIPARIAN FOREST
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Latin Name Common Name

TREES (continued) Salix rigida var macrogemma Rigid Willow

Salix scouleriana Scouler Willow

Tsuga heterophylla Western Hemlock

Taxus brevifolia Pacific Yew

SHRUBS

Serviceberry

Acer circinatum Vine Maple

Amelanchier alnifolia Serviceberry

Berberis nervosa Dull Oregon Grape

Cornus sericea ssp. sericea (f. 
stolonifera)

Red–osier Dogwood

Gaultheria shallon Salal

Oemleria cerasiformis Indian Plum

Physocarpus capitatus Pacific Ninebark

Rosa pisocarpa Swamp Rose

Rosa nutkana var. nutkana Nootka Rose

Rubus leucodermis Blackcap Raspberry

Rubus parviflorus Thimbleberry

Rubus spectabilis Salmonberry

Salix sessilifolia Soft–leaved Willow

Salix sitchensis Sitka Willow

Sambucus racemosa Red Elderberry

Spiraea douglasii Douglas Spirea

Symphoricarpos albus Common Snowberry

Viburnum ellipticum Oval–leaved Viburnum

Euonymus occidentalis Western Wahoo

Lonicera involucrata Black Twinberry

Prunus virginiana Common Chokecherry

Rubus leucodermis Blackcap Raspberry

Sambucus cerulea Blue Elderberry

Salix fluviatilis Columbia River Willow

Spiraea betulifolia var lucida Shiny–leaf Spiraea
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Latin Name Common Name

SHRUBS (continued) Ribes bracteosum Blue Currant

Rubus ursinus var macropetalus Dewberry

Salix hookeriana (formerly piperi) Piper’s Willow

HERBACEOUS, 
GRASSES, ETC.

Lady Fern

Achlys triphylla Vanillaleaf

Adiatum aleuticum Northern Maiderhair Fern

Athyrium filix–femina Lady Fern

Carex deweyana ssp. leptopoda Dewey’s Sedge

Carex obnupta Slough Sedge

Dicentra formosa Pacific Bleedingheart

Elymus glaucus ssp. jepsonii Jepson’s Blue Wildrye

Equisetum arvense Common Horsetail

Equisetum hyemale Common Scouring–rush

Galium trifidum Small Bedstraw

Hydrophyllum tenuipes Pacific Waterleaf

Montia perfoliata Miner’s Lettuce

Petasites frigidus var. palmatus Palmate Coltsfoot

Polypodium glycyrrhiza Licorice Fern

Polystichum munitum Sword Fern

Prosartes hookeri Hooker’s Fairybells

Prosartes smithii Smith Fairybells

Pteridium aquilinum Bracken Fern

Smilacina racemosa Western False Solomon’s Seal

Smilacina stellata Starry False Solomon’s Seal

Tellima grandiflora Fringecup

Tolmiea menziesii Pig–a–back

Trillium ovatum Western Trillium

Trisetum canescens Tall Trisetum

Urtica dioica Stinging Nettle

Viola glabella Stream Violet

Actaea rubra Baneberry

Alisma plantago–aquatica var. 
americanum

American Water–plantain
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Latin Name Common Name

HERBACIOUS, 
GRASSES, ETC. 
(continued)

Alopecurus geniculatus Water Foxtail

Blechnum spicant Deer Fern

Carex hendersonii Henderson’s Wood Sedge

Dicentra formosa Pacific Bleedingheart

Dryopteris arguta Wood Fern

Geum macrophyllum Oregon Avens

Heracleum lanatum Cow–parsnip

Lysichitum americanum Skunk Cabbage

Maianthemum dilatatum False Lily–of–the–valley

Mitella caulescens Leafy Mitrewort

Mitella pentandra Five–stamened Mitrewort

Montia sibirica Candy Flower

Oenanthe sarmentosa Pacific Water–parsley

Oplopanax horridus Devil’s Club

Prunella vulgaris var. lanceolata Heal–all

Pyrola asarifolia Wintergreen

Rubus ursinus Pacific Blackberry

Scirpus microcarpus Small–fruited Bulrush

Thalictrum occidentale Western Meadowrue

Trientalis latifolia Western Starflower

Veronica americana American Brooklime

Aster modestus Few–flowered Aster

Boykinia occidentalis Slender Boykinia

Boykinia major Greater Boykinia

Calamagrostis canadensis Bluejoint

Carex amplifolia Big–leaf Sedge

Dicentra formosa ssp. Oregana Oregon Bleeding Heart

Dodecatheon pulchellum Few–flowered Shooting Star

Myosotis laxa Small–flowered Forget–me–not

Nothochelone nemorosa Turtle Head

Sanicula crassicaulis Pacific Sanicle

Trillium chloropetalum Giant Trillium


