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City Council Meetings 

 

 
Work Sessions 5 p.m. First and Third Tuesday Every Month 

Regular Sessions 7 p.m. First and Third Tuesday Every Month 

   

Study Sessions 5 p.m. Third Thursday Every Month 
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Four months after the state legislature 
incorporated the Town of Milwaukie the 
first Common (later City) Council meeting 
was called to order on June 2, 1903 by 
Mayor William Shindler in rented space on 
the corner of Main and Jefferson. Since the 
beginning the Mayor and four Councilors 
have been elected at-large to four-year 
terms and are charged with setting policy 
for all municipal activities, primarily through 
consideration and adoption of ordinances 
and resolutions. Since 1945 Milwaukie has 

had a Council-Manager form of government, with the Council-appointed City 
Manager administering City operations and executing City policies. 
 
Work Sessions are held on the first and third Tuesdays of each month in the 
City Hall Conference Room at 5 p.m. 
 
Regular Sessions are held on the first and third Tuesdays of each month in 
the City Hall Council Chambers at 7 p.m. 
 
Study Sessions are held on the third Thursday of each month in the City Hall 
Conference Room at 5 p.m.   
 
The Mayor, or in the Mayor’s absence the Council President, presides over 
Council meetings which are conducted in accordance with Robert’s Rules of 
Order, Newly Revised Edition.  
 

The Agenda 

The Council considers matters in the order of the printed agenda. All agenda 
items must be submitted to the Office of the City Recorder eleven (11) days 
prior to the regularly scheduled Council meeting.  Submitted items are then 
reviewed by the Mayor and City Manager and may be scheduled to appear on 
a Council agenda.  Agenda item sponsors will be notified if their matter will 
appear before the Council, as not all submitted agenda items are scheduled.  
 
Agendas are available to the public the Tuesday before Regular Sessions 
online at www.milwaukieoregon.gov/meetings. To receive email alerts when 
agendas are ready visit www.milwaukieoregon.gov/newsletter/subscriptions. 
Printed agendas are also made available at City Hall, the Ledding Library, and 
at the Johnson Creek Permit Center.  To submit an agenda item or for any 
questions regarding Council Meetings, contact us at: 
 
Office of the City Recorder Phone: 503-786-7502  
10722 SE Main Street  Fax:  503-653-2444 
Milwaukie, OR 97222   Email:  ocr@milwaukieoregon.gov  

 

Live Broadcast and Streaming 

Work and Regular Sessions are broadcast live on Comcast cable channel 30 
and streamed live online at www.milwaukieoregon.gov/meetings.  Videos are 
archived online the morning after the meeting, and date back to 2008. 

 
Speaking at Council Meetings 
The City of Milwaukie welcomes and encourages all citizens to express their 
views to their city leaders in a respectful and appropriate manner.  There are 
three opportunities during a Regular Session meeting for the public to speak 
before the Council; these agenda items are noted below.  If you wish to speak 
during a Regular Session, complete and hand to the City Recorder a green 
registration card on the table outside the Council Chambers, or to submit a 
card via email, visit www.milwaukieoregon.gov/cityrecorder/public-meetings.  
During the meeting, when called upon: 

- Come forward to the testimony table 
- Speak clearly into the microphone 
- Begin by stating your name and city of residence  
- Then briefly state your views  

Following your statement, the Council may want to ask you questions, so wait 
for a moment before returning to your seat.  
 
Agenda Item #4 Audience Participation: to speak on topics not on the 
agenda. The Mayor will ask for oral requests and communications from the 
audience. Be aware that final Council action on your request, at this meeting, 
is unlikely because the necessary ordinance, resolution, or background 
information will not have been prepared. It is the Council’s wish that matters 
not on the agenda first be pursued with the responsible city department.  The 
City Manager will report at the following regular Council meeting about any 
action that has been taken on items introduced during Audience Participation. 
 
Agenda Item #5 Public Hearing (if scheduled): to speak on a scheduled 
hearing topic.  The Mayor will identify the subject and announce the opening 
of the hearing.  The Mayor will then ask for those in favor of the proposal to 
speak, then those opposed, and finally for any other comments. The Mayor 
will announce when the hearing is closed, and there will be no further 
testimony. Any correspondence regarding a public hearing must be submitted 
by 4 p.m. the day of the Council meeting.  Any correspondence submitted 
after that time may not be available for consideration by Council. 

 
Agenda Item #6 Other Business: to speak on a scheduled Other Business 
topic.  After a City staff person or other presenter gives their report, the Mayor 
will ask for any public comments if any have been identified through the green 
registration cards located in the hallway.   Any correspondence regarding an 
Other Business agenda item must be submitted by 4 p.m. the day of the 
Council meeting. 
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